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PREFACE 


Having had an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with the remote village of Llansannan, on the occasion 
of the respective visits of the Llandudno and District 
Field Club, and of the Abergele Antiquarian Associa¬ 
tion, the author was induced to consider the possibility 
of writing a short history of the parish. Owing to its 
great distance from a railway station, it is but little 
known, but the ubiquitous Mr. J. O. Halliwell- [Phillips], 
F.R.S., passed through it on one of his journeys through 
North Wales in i860. 

The village is, however, perhaps better known by 
the eminent men who lived there, among whom may be 
mentioned: Tudur Aled, Gruffydd Hiraethog, William 
Salesbury, the Revs. Henry and William Rees, Iorwerth 
Gian Aled, and others. It has also lately been brought 
to the notice of the British public by the camp for the 
interned German Officers at DyfEryn Aled. 

The difficulty of obtaining information was much 
lessened by the great assistance rendered by the Rector 
(Dr. Ellis) and by Mr. R. Wynne-Jones, and also by the 
practical help and encouragement so freely given by the 
late Mr. John Morris, J.P. (High Sheriff, 1904), of Lletty’r 
Eos, who was always ready to promote the welfare of 
his native village. He published the Parish Registers, 
supported a Village Reading Room, subscribed to the 
Llansannan Monument and to the New Calvinistic Meth¬ 
odist Chapel, and, in fact, to any object that required 
assistance. 
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vm. 


The author wishes to take this opportunity of 
expressing his indebtedness to the following ladies and 
gentlemen :—To Mr. H. R. Davies, of Treborth, and to the 
Rev. R. H. Thomas, of Llansannan, for the loan of blocks; 
to Dr. Ellis, Messrs. John Morris, R. S. Rowlands, A. H. 
Hughes, and A. G. K. Hayter for photographs ; to Mr. 
G. A. Humphreys for drawing plans of Cae Du and Pen- 
y-Banc; to Mrs. Alan Gough, of Gelliwig, Pwllheli, for the 
loan of a M.S. Letter of Sir Thomas Salesbury ; to Mr. 
C. B. Jones-Mortimer for the loan of the 1567 Testament; 
to Messrs. Thomas Williams (Llewesog), R. Wynne- 
Jones (Llansannan), J. Hughes (Colwyn Bay), and J. J. 
Geffert (Liverpool), for information regarding the Bur- 
chinshaw family; to the Rectors of Llansannan, Llan- 
fairtalhaiam, Llangernyw, and Llannefydd, for facilities 
given to consult the Parish Registers of their respective 
parishes; to Mr. H. R. Davies (Treborth), Mr. R. O. 
Pierce (Valley), Mrs. Evans (Chester), and others, for the 
particulars of the Rees family; and to many others. 
Without this help, it would have been quite impossible 
to have undertaken the work. 

It is hoped that the information given will help to 
elucidate the history of this specially interesting locality, 
and will induce others to visit it. 


Cab Carw, 

Hanfairfbchan, 
June, 1915. 




Photo, by Mr. R. S. Rowlands. 




Photo, by Mr. R. S. Rowlands. 
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ssgga 

I. THE VILLAGE AND SURROUNDINGS 

Situated in an upland basin in the heart of the 
Denbighshire hills, and eight miles from any town, 
Llansannan is with difficulty approached,* as the most 
important roads that lead to it have to cross the rim of 
the basin, aud then descend into its hollow. To the north 
is Abergele, to the west-south-west Llanrwst, and to the 
east Denbigh,—all about equally distant,—the only 
direction in which there is an approach to level being 
(but by a long detour) the valley of the Aled, a stream 
which, rising about five miles to the south in Llyn Aled, 
flows through the village, and, passing Dyffryn Aled, 
finally reaches the river Elwy at Pont-y-Gwyddel. 
In every case, the roads are poor and narrow in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Llansannan. The oldest 
approach was from Henllan, but it may possibly indicate 
the direction of a Roman Road from Denbigh to Car¬ 
narvon, which, passing through Llansannan village and 
breasting the hill up to Ffordd Lis, may have descended 
again to Llaugernyw, and thence to Talycafn and Caerhun. 
The Romans studied direction and not hills, and this may 
possibly account for the fact that there are no good, direct 
roads to Llansannan. 

The mail-coach route from Chester to Holyhead, in 
1772, passed a little to the north of Llansannan, passing 


* The walking distance is now considerably shortened, as a Motor Bu9 runs 
several times daily to and from Llan falrUlhalaro from Abergele aud Llanrwst. 
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through the following places between Denbigh and 
Conway :—* 


Denbigh 

... Miles. 

Hen-Llau 


Llanivith 

3 % 

Pontgwithy Bridge 

... 1 

Bet-House 

3 

Dolven Bridge and Mill ... 

1 'A 

Crossworth 

... 6 

Conway Ferry ... 

1 'A 

Aberconway 



Robert Davies, the itinerant bookseller of Llansannau, 
knew of this road. Llanivith is evidently Llan-nefydd; 
Pontgwithy, Pont-y-Gwyddel; Bet-House, Bettws- [yn- 
Rhos] ; Dolven, Dolwen ; and Crossworth, Pedair Croes- 
ffordd. 

At an earlier date, continues Williams, “ the road kept 
further to the south, and a four-horse mail travelled along 
perhaps the liilliest track in Britain.” In 1762, the coach 
went up the mountain towards Gellhelyg, past Plas-yn- 
Trovarth, but the route through Llansannau was only 
continued for three years, during which time the principal 
inn (the Saracen’s Head) was built. One of the oldest 
inhabitants (about 1750) used to relate how as a boy— 

“ He once had, in a narrow part of the road, near Llangernyw, to 
mount the hedge-bank in order to allow the mail-coach to pass on 
its way from Denbigh to Conway, and take off liis hat by way of 
homage and compliment to the ‘ King of Ireland ’ (meaning the 
vice-roy), when ‘ his Good Majesty ’ bowed to him through the 
‘ mail window,’ and he had often heard the coachman and guard say 
of the stage between that posting village and Denbigh, that the 
ascent from the bottom of the valley of the Elwy up to the top of 
Garnedd Hill was, on a sunny summer day, the ‘ hottest drive’ from 
Holyhead to London.” 

In 1789,1 the route, having been found tedious and 
even dangerous, was changed for a track nearer the sea 


* From Peterson’s "New and Accurate Description of all the Direct and 
Principal Cross Roads in Great Britain." 177a, quoted in Williams’ "Ancient 
and Modern Denbigh," p. 249. 

t Pride and I*uckombe'» Traveller’s Guide, 1789, 








Fig. 5. (See p. 13). Village of Llansannan (From the East). 
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coast, and Denbigh had then ceased to be a principal post 
town on the road between the two capitals. It then ran 
through Abergele, St. Asaph, and Holywell, the mail- 
coach passing, the very first time, through Abergele, on a 
fair day, in winter, when there was a great flood, about 
the 6th of December, 1785, or 1786. 

The best road is from Llanfairtalhaiarn, but this is 
useless for heavy traffic. I11 Mr. Halliwell’s time,* the 
road from Abergele to Llanfairtalhaiarn was poor and 
unimproved, and for that reason he took the road through 
St. George, which he thus graphically describes : — 

“ This 19 a long but beautiful walk after passing through the 
village of St. George, through a somewhat unfrequented part of the 
Country to Llansannan. The best road is that commencing 
up a hill on a turning to the right before reaching the 
former village, and then passing the Elwy over Pont Meredudd, 
about 3J miles from St. George. Then take the first turning on the 
right, when a walk of a mile brings 11s to the junction of the Elwy 
with the Aled.t the latter here rushing down to meet its less im¬ 
petuous companion in a charming valley. This last part of the 
route is accessible only on horse-back or on foot. Carriages must 
pass along an elevated road on the other side of the Elwy, and pass 
over Pout-y-Gwyddel, a bridge situated a few hundred yards below 
the junction of the rivers. This entire valley reveals a succession 
of beautiful and varying prospects. The road follows the course of 
the Aled, where the river hastens beautifully over an angular, 
rocky bottom, showing perhaps to greater advantage here than in 
any other part of its course. Between this spot and Llansannan, 
although pretty in many places, the stream is too placid to create 
much observation. About two miles from Llansannan, it is joined 
by a pretty rivulet, termed Naut-y-Terfyn, and shortly afterwards is 
passed Dyffryn Aled, a large, plain country-house, the seat of the 
Yorke family.” 

Llyn Aled (Fig. 2) is a lake amidst gloomy, heathy 
hills, but 

‘‘The river, J after flowing for about i| miles, suddenly reaches 
a fine ravine (see Figs. 3, 4), down which it rushes over the nearly 
flat surface of a wide and high rock forming in a flood a magnificent 
cataract. The ravine .... is well worth following until the 


* "Family Excursions in N. Wales,"by J. O. Halliwelt, F.R.S., London, i860, 
t This route is rather circuitous.—W.B.I,. 

$ “Family Excursions in N.Wales," p. 52. 
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next fall, called Llyn-yr-Oror, is reached.It is com¬ 

pletely shaded by trees, the river following into a dark, cylindrical 
basin at the bottom of a fine wooded dell. This is perhaps the 
gloomiest waterfall in Wales.” 

In Mr. Halliwell’s time, the stream abounded in trout, 
and he remarks that it was nearly always raining in Llan- 
sannan, and his hostess was surprised to find no occasion 
for the large fires wherewith to dry their drenched gar¬ 
ments. 

A sailor seems to have visited the village in 1769, 
which he thus describes:— 

“ The weather still continuing wet and hazy, about 1 o’clock 
p.m., we came to an anchor in the towu of Ldansannan, situated 
betwixt two exceedingly high mountains. It is a small village, 
containing about ten or twelve poor houses, with a church almost 
in ruins, close to which runs a very rapid, wandering river. We put 
up at the sign of the * Hand,’ in the centre of the town j it looked 
an extremely good house in that part of the world—it was a Welsh 
house with an English face, viz., a brick front.” 

But the sailor complained bitterly of the fare; he 
could not drink the ale “ by reason of the smoky flavour, 

. . it could scarcely be called liquid; the solids were 
little better than the fluids. . . . The water was quite 
pure and fresh off the slates, for it rained prodigiously.” 

By leaving the Motor Bus at Wern Fach, on the top 
of the hill about a mile to the north of Llanfairtalhaiarn, 
Pont-y-Gwyddel can be reached by taking the road on the 
left, which skirts the southern slopes of Mynydd Bod- 
rochwyn, and following it till it joins the road from 
Bronheulog ; though only a second-class road, the surface 
is good. After passing Pont-y-Gwyddel, the road follows 
the right bank of the Aled for lialf-a mile, when the river is 
crossed, and it then skirts the left bank of the river nearly 
up to Gian Aled, where there is a ford and a foot-bridge; 
the former can be crossed by motors when the water is not 
too high. For foot passengers, a shorter course can be 
taken, by goiug through a gate just before the ford is 
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fig. 6. (Seep. 14). Llansannan (In the Village). Photo, by Dr. Ellis. 





(See p. 21). I, i. A NS ANN an (The Church). By kind permission of the Davies Family of Treborth. 
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reached, aud proceeding along a well-defined cart-track to 
the mill at Rhyd-yr-Arian. Two courses are now open, 
either by a road through the demesne of Dyffryn Aled, 
which is generally open to the public, or, after crossing 
the river, by the main road from Heullan to Llansanuan. 
The valley of the Aled here widens out into a beautiful 
green expanse of pasture land, on which was situated the 
ancient mansion of Dyffryn Aled, and gradually contracts 
as the village of Llansanuan is reached (Fig. 5). 

The village derives its name from the dedication of 
the church to St. Sannan, an Irish Bishop, and the inti¬ 
mate companion of St. The with (father of St. Winifred). 
St. Sannan lived here in religious seclusion, aud was buried 
at Gwytherin. The Gwylmabsant (or patronal festival) 
was celebrated 011 March 1 st. 

In Penarth MS., 176, occur the following entries, giv¬ 
ing a variant of the place-name Llansanuan:— 

Ll.sanau, Wilkoc pigod [? Bigod], chief architect to the Earl 
of Lincoln, sought to elope with Gwenllian Vachan .... and con¬ 
cerning her was fought the action of Riw daldro. 

Chwibren, Ll.sanan, J ap Llewellyn chwith died ddygwyl 
ystyffaut (St. Stephen’s Day), 1445. 

The name of Sannan is still preserved in one or two 
place-names. Not far from the roadside, about half-a-mile 
westward from the village, are four small fields, and the 
name of the lowest is Tyddyn Sannan. The name, and 
the fact that the land which surrounds these fields 
does not belong to the same owner, suggests that there 
was a house on this laud. There are no signs of one at 
present, but there are plum-trees in the hedge of the 
furthest field, called Cae Bach ; the hillock facing this 
spot is called Voel Samian. 

O11 the top of the highest hill, a little above Plas 
Uchaf, and to the left of the road to Llanfairtalhaiarn, are 
to be seen remains of what is traditionally reported to be 
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an old church; this place is now called Pant-yr-Eglwys. 
The remains are about 50 feet square, and, half a century 
ago, the walls stood well above ground; they have been 
called “ Saunan’s Cell.” Opposite Plas Uchaf, in the 
fields called Tyddyn, on the right-hand side of the road, 
and which probably formed a part of Plas-yn-Cornel, 
about fifty years ago, were found several grave stones, 
but with no inscriptions. Again, at Plas Isaf, two miles 
along the Denbigh road, are to be seen, fixed over the 
door, a stone carved with a floriated cross and a sword, 
with perfect outlines. May not these have come from 
some old burial ground ? 


II. DIVISIONS OF THE PARISH 


Description of the Old Buildings, &c. 

The parish of Llansannan is divided into the 
following townships:—Llan, Rhydeidion, Beidiog, Penaled, 
Treflach, Arllwyd, Heskin, Llys, Archwedlog, Deunant, 
Grugor, Chwibren, Postyn, and Hendrenenig. 

The following are brief descriptions of some old 
buildings (Fig. 6) in and around Llansannan, with circum¬ 
stances connected therewith : — 

1. The Crown. —The old Crown Inn was thatched, 
and was a little lower down the street than its modern 
successor. 

2. The Cornel was nearer the churchyard than 
now, and iu the direction of Llaufairtalliaiarn, the out¬ 
buildings of the Saracen’s Head now markiug the original 
site. 

3. The Old King’s Head stood between the Red 
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Liou and Ty Iorwerth. To enter it from the street, there 
was a stone stair leading down to it. In this place, for 
the last few years of his life, lived “ Robert Davies y 
Llyfrau” (Robert Davies the Bookseller, or Robert ap 
Davydd). 

4. Y Bwth. —A straw-thatched cottage, the site of 
which is now occupied by Aled House. It was the 
favorite place, in his later years, of the well-known bard, 
Iorwertli Gian Aled, who used to sit on a settle (gorsedd) 
in the kitchen. When his bardic friends came to see him, 
he took them to the Bwth to sit on the “ gorsedd,” and on 
each occasion he composed a song. 

5. The Old School. —At the Old School, now a 
joiner’s shop, opposite the west end of the church, the 
day school was held for many years before the present 
school was built. It yet stands after having served as a 
school, a blacksmith’s shop, and a carpenter’s shop. Some 
say that it was a house at first, and that afterwards it was 
made into a school. Dr. Ellis says that it was built on 
church ground, similar to the hearse house and the old 
vestry. It was originally thatched, and was built before 
the poor-houses were made. 

6. Canol - y - Llan (Middle of the Village) stood 
between the Red Lion and Aled House. At one time, the 
place where it stood was an opening which formed a 
passage to the back of the Red Lion, which passage led to 
a high old brick wall used for the purpose of playing ball. 
Sometime after, the walls at the front and the back of the 
opening were erected, the sides being the walls of the Red 
Lion and the Bwth. A principal rafter was put on the 
Red Lion to carry the roof. The room above was used for 
dancing at the Gwylmabsant. When the present church 
was re-built in 1787, the old timber was taken to make the 
roof of this house. Some of the joists of the old church 
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were used for the barn of Llys Aled. It was here that 
the Rev. Christmas Evans preached, and the room was used 
by the Baptists for some time. 

7. The Old Bkbw Housb was the Red Lion Yard. 
In 1820, it was turned into a Wesleyan Chapel, and after¬ 
wards the Baptists and the Independents worshipped here. 
Later, two houses were built on the spot, and afterwards 
stables. 

8. Tan-y-Fynwent. —Four or five cottages were built 
between the churchyard and the river, but about twenty 
years ago they were converted into a smithy, which remains 
to the present day. 

9. Thb Old Chapel of thb Independents (or 
Lower Chapel) is on the bank of the Aled. Before the 
present stone bridge over the Aled was built, the old road 
from the village went through the place where the chapel 
stood, across the river by a ford, and then by the side of 
the garden wall of the Rectory in the direction of Denbigh. 
The new bridge was built in 1774, and thus, within nine 
years, were built the bridge, the church, and the mansion 
of DySryn Aled. 

10. Capbl Rhiw. —At a prayer meeting held in this 
chapel in the time of the potato plague (1848), an old man 
named Lloyd was on his knees, praying very earnestly, a 
bench in front of him, and, in the midst of his prayer of 
gratitude and thanksgiviug, he remembered the potato 
plague, and stopped all of a sudden ; after a pause, he 
brought his fist down with a tremendous thud on the 
bench, and said quite seriously, " Diawsti! Ti spoiliast y 
tatws” ("Bother it! Thou hast spoilt the potatoes”). 
After that, he went on with his prayer. 

11. Y Bont. —This was a straw - thatched cottage 
near the bridge ; it was a part of the Voel Estate. Joseph 
Burchenshaw’s wife, Jane, is described as of Y Bont. 





I ; ig. H. (See p. 23). The Communion Cup. 

l J hoto. by the late Mr. John Morris. 
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12 . Pen Isa'r Han. —There were five or six thatched 
cottages where Aled House now stands, facing the church. 

13. There were also four houses opposite the spot where 
the back of Aled House now is, all thatched except the 
topmost. The lowest was occasionally used as a tavern 
at Fair times, by the sign of the “ Holly Bush Tavern,’’* 
so called because a bunch of holly was at these times 
hanging over the door, with the following notice : “Labour 
in Vain.” No licence was required. 

14. Nant-y- Plwm (Lead Valley).—This was the 
name of a dwelling-house at the top of the village, which 
took its name from the lead mines. About seventy years 
ago, there were lead mines of considerable importance, and 
also copper mines at Dyffryn Aled. The population of 
the village was then 1,406, as compared with barely 1,000 
at the present day. 

15. Llys-yr-Hbdydd (The Court of the Lark).—This 
house stood half way between Y Fach and Lletty’r Eos; 
it is doubtful whether it is in Llansannan parish or in Llan- 
fairtalhaiaru parish. 

16. Lletty'r Eos (The House of the Nightingale).— 
About seventeen years ago, this was a thatched house by 
the roadside. Mr. John Morris built his house on this 
spot, about 1,000 feet above the sea-level. From here, 
magnificent views can be obtained of the valley of the 
Aled and of the Clwydian hills in the distance. 

17. The Castle (Chatterbox Castle).—This is on the 
roadside near Foel Dowel, and it derived its name from a 
loquacious old dame who lived there. 

18. An Old Road.— There are the remains of an old 
road from Denbigh to Llanrwst to be seen in the fields be¬ 
low Twr Celyn; it is about one mile from the village, 


Compare the proverbial saying. "Good wlue needs no bush." 


C 



l8 LLANSANNAN 

and it crossed the present road at the bottom end of a pond 
near Clwt. 

19. William Llwyd’s Barn.— Wm. Llwyd was Parish 
Clerk from 1772 till 1808, and this barn, which was called 
after him, stood at the top end of the village on the banks 
of the Creiniog. The Parish Clerk had the tithes in the 
form of a bell-sheaf, or a sheaf from every field. There 
are now two houses on the site. 

20. Bryn-yr-Orsedd. —This was the site of the old 
Calvinistic Methodist chapel. Previously, there were two 
houses on this spot, in one of which lived Robert Jones, 
with whom lodged the two brothers, William and Henry 
Rees. 

21. Hkndre LLAN.-About 100 yards west of Bryn-yr- 
Orsedd were two houses which, many years ago, were con¬ 
verted into stables and cow-houses. In one of the stables 
is an old oak beam, with the following inscription:— 
“John Salesbury, 1758.” The Baptists used to hold preach¬ 
ing-meetings in these houses before they built themselves 
a chapel. The venerable Christmas Evans preached here 
once. A part of the old road from Denbigh to Llanrwst 
passes these buildings. 

22. Pen Rhiw (Top of the Hill).—This was a 
thatched cottage about 400 yards out of the village, on the 
Llanrwst road. A strange old character lived here at one 
time, named Shon Pyrs, and he afterwards removed to 
Bryn Pwyth. He was taken seriously ill, and his 
daughter, having gone to Denbigh to see a doctor, 
returned in the evening with a large bottle of medicine. 
On reaching home, she showed the old man the bottle. 
" Let me see it," said the old man; she handed it to him, 
and turned away to go on with her own work. In a few 
minutes, the bibulous old pian called her to him, and said, 
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"Here is the empty bottle.” He had drunk a fortnight’s 
supply of medicine, and survived ! 

23. Clwt Cogor. —This house has gone long ago. 
It was about half-a-mile to the S.W. of the village, near 
Ty Cocli ; a small plantation is growing on the spot at 
present. Clwt Cogor was a place of considerable note 
about 120 to 130 years ago. Preaching-meetings used to 
be held here loug before Nonconformist chapels were built. 

24. Chwareufa Hen (Old Playing Ground).— This 
is not far from Llyu Creiniog. The path which leads to 
Heudre through Rhydeidiou now passes through the field. 

25. Penrhwylfa Bach (in the township of Beidiog 
in the direction of Pont Swch).—The ruins of the old 
house are still visible. Gwilym Hiraethog lived here some 
time after his marriage. 

26. Nant Bleddyn (Bleddyu Llwyd of Hafodunos) 
is about a mile from the village in the direction of 
Cliwibren Isaf. It stands near the banks of the Aled, 
where there used to be a wooden bridge (the original 
Llansannau bridge). It is probable that the place derived 
its name from Bleddyn Llwyd (Lloyd) of Hafodunos, a 
descendant in the fifth generation from Hedd Molwynog. 
Pennant, in his Tours, says that this Bleddyu, in a fit of 
bad temper, turued out his tenants from their farms iu the 
Commote of Archwedlog, and allowed their lauds to be¬ 
come waste. That, it is said, is the explanation of the 
term Forest, which is the name of a farm-house in the 
neighbourhood. 

27. Llyn-yr-Ogof, or Llyn Oror, as it is sometimes 
called ; probably the latter is right. There is no “ ogof ” 
(cave) near the spot, but tradition says that the river 
Deunant forms a large under-ground channel in its passage 
from the mountain (Hiraethog) to Tan-y-Fron, and that 
is Llyu-yr-Ogof. 
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47. Rhyd-yr-Eirin Isaf (Lower Ford of the Sloes) 
is about hundred yards below Rhyd-yr-Eirin, opposite a 
place called Nant Rhyd-yr-Eirin. Here lived a noted old 
bard, Sion Pywel (Shon Powel the Weaver). He was a 
contemporary of the distinguished bard and priest Ieuan 
Brydydd Hir, and the two were very good friends. They 
often met, and, as Ieuan lived at Llanfairtalhaiarn, they 
were only two miles apart. Shon Powel intended to write 
an elegy to Ieuan, and he asked Davydd Jones of Trefriw 
to do so too, but poor Shon Powel died in May, 1767, 
before Ieuan. Ieuau wrote a moving elegy on his friend, 
in which he called him a good bard and a Christian. 

28. Old Dyffryn Aled, or Plas Meredydd ap Gronw, 
as William Salesbury called it (in his famous note-of- 
hand). The old hall stood almost opposite the present one, 
on the other side of the river Aled, in the meadow which 
belongs to Plas Newydd ; the remains of the old house 
are to be seen some 50 yards from the Denbigh road. 

Bwrdd Arthur is of interest, were it only on 
account of the many times it is named by early writers, as 
one of the curiosities of Wales. Leland, in the 16th 
century, thus describes it: — 

“ There is in the paroch of Llausaunan, on the side of a strong 
hille, a place wher ther be 24 holes or places in a roundel for men 
to sitte ill, but sum lesse and sum bigger, cutte oute of the ruayue 
rock by niannes hand, and tlieir children, and young men, cunitning 
to sehe their catelle, use to sitte and play. Sum caulle it the 
1 Round Table,' Kiddes use tiler coinmuuely to play and skip from 
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III. THE CHURCH. 

The Building. 

The church (Fig. 7) was built 011 its present site in 
the 13th century, and possibly earlier; it was partly 
rebuilt in 1778, and it followed the older plans. It was 
evidently in a bad state of repair at that time, and, as 
appears from several vestry minutes, funds were required 
for that purpose. On June 12th, 1728, it was resolved 
that— 

“no corpse should he hereafter buried in any common part of the 
church, unless ten shillings for every such corpse were first paid in 
the hands of the church wardens, to be laid out for the use of the 
church,’’ 

and again 011 September 27th, 1728,— 

“ that an additional rate of sixpence per pound should be levied 
for the use and repairs of the church,” 

and on August 14th, of the same year, mention is made 
of its dilapidated condition, and still later, on April 6th, 
1778, it was resolved— 

" to save forty pounds towards rebuilding of the church," 

and lastly, in 1879, it was restored at a cost of ^1,000, 
half the expense being met by the Dyffryn Aled family. 

I11 plan it consists of a double aisle, and it measures 84 
feet by 40 feet. I11 the older church there were no windows 
in the north side, and the south wall of the present church 
is probably the original wall of the older church, the 
south aisle being the older. There is a south porch, but 
formerly, at the west end of the church, a doorway (now 
blocked up) opened on to a path leading through a hole or 
gate in the churchyard wall, to the old parish school. 
In 1682, a rood-loft is mentioned, and there used to be a 
gallery at the west end of the south aisle for the mixed 



22 


LLANSANNAN 


choir, where they used to sing carols at Christmas. The 
old vestry was under the gallery, but, when the church 
was restored in 1879, a portion of the eastward parts of 
the north aisle was curtained off to form the vestry, and 
windows were then opened at the west end, and 
still later, when the new stained-glass east window was 
put in (1910), the vestry was removed to the west end of 
the south aisle, and was divided off by an oak screen. 

Sir Stephen Glynne, who visited the church on 
October 1st, 1869, thus describes it:—* 

“ The church retains its original double-bodied form, but 
has been much altered, probably within 150 years, and retains 
scarcely any one original feature of detail. It has two equal aisles, 
or bodies, but not divided now by an arcade, but merely fluted 
wooden pillars of square form supporting the roof. The altar is now 
placed in the centre of the east end, in line with the pillars . . . 

The bell-cot is square topped, and has two open arches, and is set 
in the centre of the west end, where the roof is carried into a gable. 
A doorway at the west end, having an obtuse arch, may be original. 
There is a plain south porch, and a small modern font ; there is a 
west gallery. The pulpit is too high, and has some very good 
Caroline carving. There is a bench end with rather coarse poppy 
head, bearing the date 1634." 

As in other Welsh churches, there were no eveuing 
services, there being no facilities for lighting the churches, 
and it is a historical fact that, while the churches were 
closed on Sunday evenings, the chapels were thrown open, 
a circumstance which led to the growth of Nonconformity. 
About fifty years ago there were 110 lamps, nor standards 
for candles, but lumps of clay were stuck on the ends of 
the seats, and in these caudles were fixed. Candles were 
the light used when the choir sang carols about 6 a.m. on 
Christmas morning. 

The Dyffryu Aled Vault is under the centre of the 
church. 


* Arch. Cauib., 1884, p. 102. 
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Furniture. &c. 

A magnificently-carved three-decker pulpit from St. 
Luke’s Church, Liverpool, was given by Mr. F. Frodshatn,* 
a Liverpool solicitor ; it was put against the north wall at 
the corner of the old vestry. As the Rev. John Pugh, 
when standing in the pulpit, almost touched the ceiling 
with his head, the lower portion of the pulpit was removed, 
and the pulpit proper placed in the centre line of the 
church, facing the pillars. 

There is still preserved in the church an old church¬ 
wardens’ seat, bearing the date 1634 ; it is of oak, and is 
4 feet 8 inches long, 10 inches wide, and 2 feet high. 
The upper part of each end-support is carved in the form 
of the letter S duplicated, with a perforation in the upper 
and lower portion of each S ; the lower part of each 
support has a large foot. 

The Communion Cup (Fig. 8) has on it the date 1786.! 
Its total height is five 7/16 inches, the diameter at the top 
is 3 inches, and the height of the bowl 3^ inches. There 
is also a cover, the diameter of which is 3)4 inches. 

Stained-Qlass Windows. 

The east window of the south aisle of the church was 
put in in 1910, being given by Mr. Wynne-Yorke, of 
Bryn Aled. There are three principal lights : that in the 
centre represents Christ in the act of blessing, and holding 
a lighted lantern in His left hand, emblematical of the 
light of the world ; on His right hand is St. Sannan 
(Sannan Saut), and on His left St. David (Dewi Sant). 

• The following entry occurs in the Registers:—Fred. Frodshatn, Esq., of 
Heudre Aled, presented a new Reading Desk aud pulpit to the church iu 1894. 

t *' Iti a vestry held in 1785, It was passed that a silver communion cup 
should be purchased to be used in the parish, the same to be in the custody of 
the Rjector for the time being; in the following year an entry is made record¬ 
ing the purchase of the pocket Communion Service," 
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Below the figure is the inscription :— 

All Glory be to God. 

•‘In memory of Peirce and Lucy Penelope 
Wynne Yorke, of Dyffryn Aled.” 

Under the figure of St. Sannan is the heraldic device of 
the See of St. Asaph, balanced under the figure of St. 
David by the arms of the donor. 

The circular group of five small lights is represented 
by early Christian emblems or symbols. In the centre 
quatrefoil is the sacred monogram, the top spandril con¬ 
tains the Lamb, the bottom the Holy Dove (the symbol of 
St. David), the left spandril contains a Stork, emblematical 
of the story related of the saint that he read at night, using 
his fingers as candles ; a monk observed him, to whom St. 
Sannan said : “ For peeping and prying a stork shall peck 
out your eye.” As the monk left the place, a stork rushed 
at him, and plucked out one of his eyes, but St. Natalis 
heard and ordered the stork to replace the eye and to cure 
it immediately,which he did. The fourth spandril contains 
a Bleeding Pelican (and young), the early Christian 
emblem of Redemption, symbolising self-sacrifice. 

At the base of the window is the inscription :— 

“ The Rev. John Pugh, Rector of this parish fornearly 30 years, 
and Frances Jane Cooper, his wife, dedicated by their son, John 
Hunter Pugh.” 

Just below the window is a tablet inscribed :— 

In loving memory of 
John Hunter Pugh 
Son of the above 
(Barrister-at-law) 

Born May 19th, 1849 
Died at Caversham, June 1st. 1909. 

This tablet was erected by his son-in-law, Arthur S. Cooper, 
and his daughter, Frances Cooper Cooper. 

[It is strange that a Frances Cooper Pugh should marry a 
Cooper], 

At the east end of the north aisle is a three-light 




I. (See p. 27). Rees Family Tablets (Uansaimaii Church). By kind permission of the Davies Family. 
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stained-glass window by Jones and Willis. The central 
light represents the Crucifixion, with the B.V. Mary on 
the right, and St. John on the left. The inscription runs 
as follows:— 

To the Glory of God, and in loving memory of the Rev. John 
Pugh, who was Rector of this parish for nearly thirty years, and 
Frances Jane Cooper, his wife, this window is dedicated by their 
son, John Hunter Pugh. 

Memorial Tablets. 


There are many memorial tablets in the church, and 
among them some of great length relating to the family of 
Wynne-Yorke, of Dyffryn Aled. On the north wall from 
west to east are the following :— 

To the memory of Ridgeway Owen Meyrick, Esq., 

Who departed this life on the XIXth of April, in the year 
MDCCLXXIII. in the 37th year of his age. 

This monument was erected through the most 
affectionate respect of his widow. 

He was the son of Pierce Meyrick, Esq. descended from 
the family of this name seated at Bodorgan, in the isle 
of Anglesea, and the right honorable lady Lucy Pitt, 
daughter of Thomas Pitt, Earl of Londonderry. 

He married April the I., MDCCLXXI., Diana, daughter of 
Pierce Wynne, Esq., of Dyffryn Aled, in the county of 
Denbigh, by whom he left issue one son, Henry Ridgeway,who 
was born in the year MDCCLXXII., and died aged 2 years. 

The above tablet, of white marble, is surmounted by 
a draped female figure in a sitting position, holding a bunch 
of flowers, and facing a vase on a thin pedestal fitted on a 
block. Below the tablet are two draped female figures 
sitting upright back to back, the one ou the left with her 
right elbow resting on an anchor, and the one on the 
right holding an infant in her bands, with a child standing 
facing her and kissing her hand. 


p 
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SACRED TO THE MEMORY OP 
PIERCE WYNN-YORK 
OF DYFFRYN ALED, 

WHO WAS BORN AUGUST 7TH, 1784, 

AND DIED FEBRUARY QTH, 1837. 

HK WAS AN AFFECTIONATE HUSBAND, A KIND FATHER, 
AND SINCERE FRIEND. 

HE SERVED AS HIGH-SHERIFF FOR THE COUNTY OF DENBIGH 
IN THE YEAR 1817. 

HE LEFT ISSUE, ONE SON AND TWO DAUGHTERS. 

The world he thought not worthy of his care, 

In Heaven his treasure, all his thought was there; 

His faith was solid aud his actions showed 
That inward charity in his bosom flowed. 

He caused his virtues, vices to controul, 

Aud made blest hope the Anchor of his Soul; 

This world he left in the serenest mind, 

And died in loviug those he left behind : 

In speechless awe and love he joined his hands. 

And hastened to fulfil his Lord’s commands. 


Also of Elizabeth Yorke, widow of the above, 

And daughter of Sir William Bulkeley Hughes of Plas Coch, 
Anglesey, 

Died November 9th, 1873, aged 79. 


Sacred to the memory of 
DIANA YORKE 
of Dyffryn Aled, widow, 
who was the only child and heiress 
of Pierce Wynn Yorke of Dyffryn Aled, 

Born, March, 1747, 

Married, first, to Ridgeway Owen Meyrick, 
of Bodorgan, Anglesey, in 1771. 

Secondly to Philip Yorke, of Erddig, in 1782. 

He died February 19th, 1804, aged 6i, 

And was interred iu the family vault, 

In Marchwiel Church in the County of Denbigh, 

She died August 17th, 1805, aged 58, 

And was buried in the vault 

With her first husband in Llansannan Church, 

And left issue, 4 sons aud 2 daughters. 

Her religion was pure and undefiled. 

She was charitable to the poor aud benevolent to all. 
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In Christ’s blessed life she saw the path, 

In His death the prize, 

And in His great ascent the proof supreme 
of immortality. 


Margaret Wynne of 

Garthewin [ARMS] 

was the mother of * 

Nec cuplas lire metuas. 


Diana Yorlte and 
wife of the 
above Pierce Wynn 


This tribute of affection and respect 

Was erected by her eldest son Pierce Wynn Yorke. 


Yma mae'n Gorwedd Gorph 
Henry Rice o Chwibren Gent 
Yr hwn a Gladdwyd Gorphenaf 
4dd 1796 ei oedran 78. 

Yma liefyd mae'n Gorwedd 
Gorph Anne Merch Thomas Rice 
o Chwibren Gent yr hon a Gladd¬ 
wyd Mawrth I leg 1807 ei hoedran 7. 

Yn fud mewn gwerud rwy’n gorwedd— 

Cofiwch 

Cefais fawr Drugaredd 
Ni chadd Byd a’i wawdlyd wedd 
Ymlino ond Saitli mlynedd 

Yma liefyd Claddwyd Gorph Gwen 
Gwraig Henry Rees Cbwybren Hydref 
y laf 1813 ei hoedran 73. 

DaT. xiv. 13.—Gwynn eu byd y meirw y rhai sydd yn 
rnarw yn yr Arglwydd. 

Underueath the above, on a copper plate, are the words: 

J. BURCHINSHAW 
Died June 9th, 1873 
Aged 62 years. 

At the east end of the north aisle of the church are 
the following (see Fig. 9) :— 

To north of east window— 

Underueath lyeth the 
Body of Jane Lloyd of 

* The respective coats-of-armi show g Saracen’s full face bust, and three 
stars, and a lion rampant, with a chevron between three heads, 
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Chwibren she was bur 
ied the 16 day of Octo 
ber in the year of our 
Lord 1740, aged 19. 

D.L 1 , 1747 - 5 
M.L 1 . 

Thomas Lloyd was 
buried March the 15th 
1756 Aged 40 

Jane Davies was 
Buried March 6 

1758 

H. LL 1780. 

Yma y Claddwyd Gwen 
Gwraig Thomas Rees o 
Chwybren Isa Tachwedd 
21 en 1837 ei hoedran 73 

Ac yma y Claddwyd hefyd 
Thomas Rice o Chwybren 
Isaf Hydref 6ed 1848 
ei oedran 89 

Below the last two, are several coffin plates :— 

Er coffadwriaeth serchog am 
Anne 

Anwyl briod diweddaf 
Robert Lloyd o Tantryfan 
Yr hon a fu farw Mawrth 26am 1886 
yn 67 mlwydd oed. 

William Lloyd 
Gladdwyd Ionawr 31, 1834 
yn 67 oed. 

Robert Lloyd 

Gladdwyd Mawrth 12, 1840 
yn 37 oed. 

Robert Lloyd 
Died October 19th, 1850 
Agdd 49 years 

Thomas Lloyd 
Died April 6th, 1853 
Aged 83. 

Under the east window are two inscribed stones left in 
the wall, and probably taken from the aisle when the 
church was restored. The inscriptions are in some places 
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imperfect, but the following can be made out:— 

Here lieth the [remains of] 

John Roberts of Bryn Bu 
gad and Ellin his wife she 
Dyed 8ber the 8 1674 aged 
[6] 6 and he March the 1, 169— 

Aged 86, and Mary the 
Wife of Foul Ice Salusb 
ury Gent of the same 
Who dyed April the . . . 

1692 aged 48 


.Robert Lloyd 

Whybren Gent 
Died the 20th Day 
of 8ber anno 1684 
In the 73 year [of his age] 


Underneath are interred the bodies of 
Wenallt 


1 John Foulkes Gent 

2 Margt. his wife 

3 and David his son 

in 


f 1 of 
buried j ^2 0ctober 

the year 1756. 



64 

68 

38 


To the south of the east window of the north aisle are 
the following:— 


ENWAU Y CYFRIW 
RAI A ADAWSANT ARIAN I 
DYLODION PLWY LLANSANNAN. 


Anne Lloyd, Plas Madoc ... 

30 

Dafydd ap Robert 1 


0 Nantymyrddin / 

... 30 

Sir William Middelton \ 


0 Castell-y-Waen j 

5 

Richard Wynne o’r 1 


Plas yn y Cornel / 

... zu 

Owen Wynne 0 Dreflach 

5 

Evan Hughes 0 Glythau 

20 


Robert Wynne-Yorke, 1 
Esq,, o Dyffryu Aled / ® 

On the south wall, from east to west, are :— 


Sacred to the memory of 

Diana Yorke eldest daughter of the late Philip Yorke 





3* 


LLANSANNAN 


of Erthig and Dyffryn Aled and Diana liis wife. She died 
on the 28th of October 1855, aged 72. 

Sacred also to the memory of Robert Wynne York* 

Second son of the above-named Philip and Diana Yorke. 

He died on the 21st of July 1854, aged 67. 

Sacred also to the memory of Charles Wynne Yorke 
Youngest son of the above Philip and Diana Yorke. 

He died on the first August, 1S53, aged 64. 

Sacred to the memory of John Lloyd of Forest, Esq., who was 
Interred the 5th of July, 1753. 

Also of Elizabeth his wife who was interred the 19th of Oct., 1768. 
They had issue 

David who was interred 15th June, 1754, 

John who was interred the 6th of May, 1761, 

Thomas who was interred the 7th of Dec., 1758, 

William, late of Wrexham, Surgeon, who was interred the 8th of 
October, 1796. 

Dorothy married to the Rev. Richard Pugh late Rector of 
Llausaintffraid Gian Conway, by whom she had issue 6 sons 
and 2 daughters. She was interred the 16th of May 1769, 
aged 40. 

This monument was erected by Elizabeth, wife of the Rev. 
John Owen of Faclilwyd, in this county, being the only surviving 
issue of the aforesaid Richard Pugh and Dorothy his wife. 


In the family vault of this church 
are interred the remains 
of the 

Rev, Brownlow Yorke 

Rector of Downham in the Isle of Ely 
youngest son 
of the late Philip Yorke 
of Erthig 

And Elizabeth his first wife 
Daughter of Sir John Cust, Bart. 

He died May 31st 1813, aged 36. 

This tablet is erected to his beloved memory 
By his affectionate sister 
Lucy Margaret Cumming. 

"Thy will be done.” 


On the floor, near the west end of the church, are 
stones inscribed as follows ; — 
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R. R. 

Yma claddwyd Elizabeth 
Merch Robert Roberts o 
Bryn Bugad yr 2 dydd o 
Ionawr 1808 ei hoed 19. 

Robert Lloyd, Coedoros, 
1763 

J . . . . 13th, aged 67. 

Henry Owen a gladdwyd 
Gorphenaf 23, 1783 
Ei oed 57. 

Yma hefyd a gladdwyd 
Anne gwraig Henry Lloyd 
o Bryn Cynrig y 24 dyad 
o Rhagfyr 1794 ei oed 61. 


Outside the church, close to the south wall, is the 
stone-covered grave of Edward Parry, the pioneer of the 
Welsh Methodists. It is thus inscribed : — 

Beddrod 
Edward Parry 
Bryn Bugad 
1723-1786 

Uu o bregethwyr cyutaf y 
Methodistiaid Calviuaidd yn yr Ardal oedd liwu. 

Gwr Duw yw oes. 

[He was the first to start a Sunday School in the Parish]. 

Rectors and Vicars. 

The living, which is in the gift of the Lord Chancellor, 
is a rectory, but formerly was a vicariate. The tithe- 
rent charge of the parish is divided between the Rector 
and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the portion on 
the east of the river belonging to the former, and that on 
the west (except Pen-y-Banc) to the latter. 

Among the sinecure rectors of Llansannan may be 
mentioned Robert Salusbury (1537); William Middleton 
( 1554 ); Owen Vaughan (1598), chaplain to Bishop Morgan 
at Llandaff ; Godfrey Goodman (1615), afterwards Bishop 
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of Gloucester; Gabriel Parry (1616), Master of Ruthin 
School in 1607 ; Meredith Wynne (1720), of Plas Uchaf, 
Llannefydd, and vicar of Llannefydd in 1705. Among 
the vicars are the names of Robert and Thomas Pigot 
(1520-37); John Holland, M.A. (1614), rector of Llansant- 
firaid Gian Conway in 1613; Peter Lewis Williams, B.A. 
(1836), Jesus College, Oxford, father of Sir James Watkin- 
Williams, knight and judge. 

The names of Pigot and Fulk occur in many Llan- 
sannan wills. Richard Pigot of Denbigh was slain at 
Llausanuau ;* in 1535, John Aled, Vicarius, abjured 
Papal supremacy. 

Burial Ground. 

The burial ground seems to have extended formerly 
to the river, as a sum of money was allotted to keep the 
churchyard wall safe from the river. The portion next to 
the river must have been sold or appropriated, for on it 
are now some cottages. 

There are five old and three young yew trees in the 
churchyard. Across the road (west of the church) is the 
public burial ground, and one-third (the farther end) is 
consecrated, but it is nearly full. 


IV. THE PARISH REGISTERS. 

Owing to the generosity of Mr. J. Morris, J.P., a 
native of Llansannan, who bore the entire expense, the 
publication of the Parish Registers (in 1904) was rendered 
possible, Dr. Ellis acting as editor. The first entry is in 
May, 1666. 


See Pigot Pedigree in the British Museum. 
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In 1538 (30 Henry VIII.), Thomas Cromwell caused 
a law to be enacted that Parochial Registers should be 
kept of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, but there was 
no regulation for suitable material. In 1597, it was 
ordered that every parish should provide parchment 
books, into which the entries should be transcribed from 
the earlier paper books, and copies sent yearly to the 
Bishop of the Diocese. In 1603, this was embodied in 
the 70th Canon. 

There are, in the St. Asaph Diocese, several Registers 
which date back to the middle of the 16th century, but 
that of Gwaenysgor is the only one which dates from 
1538 (when Register-keeping became compulsory), and 
runs continuously to the present time. From a memoran¬ 
dum in that Register, we learn that Archbishop Laud in 
his Visitation, held at St. Asaph, on 17th May, 1636, 
ordained that “ the name of the mother of every child, as 
well as that of the father, should be written in the 
Register books of the parishes.” 

In 1645, the Directory of Public Worship ordered 
that Births as well as Baptisms should be entered, and, in 
1653, the Commonwealth Parliament ordered that the 
Registers should be placed in the hands of [Lay] 
Registers, and that they should keep accounts from that 
date, and not the clergy, unless either of them should be 
elected to that office. The Lists of Registers show that 
only a small porportion of the books were restored in 
1660; and an examination of those that survived shows 
that, where the period is not left blank, as at Llanerfyl, 
the new Registers were for the most part of a very 
illiterate type, and that the Baptisms were omitted. 

In 1667 (18 Charles II.), an Act was passed to secure 
” burial in woollen,” and next year another requiring an 
affidavit to that effect to be entered. The intention of 
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this Act was to foster and promote the woollen industry, 
and the fine for disobedience was £ 5 . 

In 1694 (6 William III.), a tax was imposed for five 
years on all marriages, births, and burials, and the 
collectors were armed with free access to the Registers 
for the purpose of assessing the impost, but it was not 
renewed in 1700. 

From 1666 to 1682, and from 1709 to 1739, the entries 
were at Llansannan almost invariably in Latin. In 1749, 
the names of both parents in the baptismal entries began 
to be generally entered. 

Down to 1753, all the entries were made in the same 
book in chronological order, but in that year “ Hardwick’s 
Act ” prescribed the form of marriage entries, and the 
record of the publication of banns, and thence-forward 
marriages were registered in a separate and special book. 
The term "By Banns” first occurs in 1743. 

In 1783, a duty of threepence was imposed on every 
entry in the Registers, but it was repealed in the 
following year.* 

From 1782 (when the Rev. E. C. Jones became Rector), 
both the dates of baptism and of birth were entered, as 
well as the maiden name of the wife, and frequently the 
occupation of the husband; the entries for each year 
were also signed by the Rector and Churchwardens. 

In 1812, Rose’s Act ordered the entries for baptism 
aud burial to be made 011 the form still in use, and in 
separate books. 

In 1836, an Act was passed for the civil registration 
of births, marriages, aud deaths, and for an alteration in 
the form of the marriage entries. An amusing illustra- 


* This explains the insertion of the word " paid M in the entries for the 
last quarter of that year. 
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tion of the perplexity in filling in the column for the condi¬ 
tion (Bachelor or Spinster) of the married couple occurs in 
the Register of Whittington, where the puzzled curate 
adds “the man fat, the woman rather lean.” 

Up to 1752, the civil year began on the 25th of 
March, after that date on the 1st of January. 

The occupations of sieve-making (1757) and of a 
weaver (1761) are referred to in the Registers, but there 
are no traces of a factory. There was, however, a 
‘‘fulling-mill ” at Bryn Pandy. 

In the Diary of Robert Wynne of Garthewin occurs 
the entry in Sepember 17th, 1786, “ 800 were confirmed 
in Llansannan.” 

The large number of baptismal and burial entries, 
occurring in the earlier years of the Registers, suggests 
very plainly that the population of the parish at that time 
must have been considerably larger than it is at present. 
The figures for the under-mentioned years are as follows 
t8oi, 1,143; 1811, 1,221; 1821, 1,3x1; 1831, 1,383; 1841, 
1,406 ; 1851, 1,329 ; 1861, 1,256 ; 1871,1,IXI ; 1881, 1,109 ; 
1891. 1. 133 ; i 9 °i, I -Q54; 1911, 1,034. 

The decrease in the population of the parish is due 
not only to agricultural depression, but more especially 
to the fact that the old copper and lead mines have 
ceased working. In 1841, a large number of miners were 
employed, 50 to 60 men in the Dyffryn Aled mine in 
addition to those employed in the mines at Nant-y-Plwm, 
Forest, Foel, etc., whereas in 1851, three-fourths of the 
men had been dismissed. 

The area of the civil parish (land and inland water) 
is 15,545 acres - 

There is ail interesting note on the date April 1st, 
1847 . “ Deep Snow at Llansannan.—P. Williams, Vicar 
of Llansannan,” 
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Extinct Family Names. 

The following names, found in the Registers, are no 
longer in use in the parish :— 

Burchiushaw* (Byrcliiusha, Byrchius, Burchius, Byrchinshaw, 
Birchinshaw, Burchiushaw, Birchenshaw, Burchenshaw), Joyson, 
Murreh (? Murray), Maesmor, Trevallin or Trevalyn, Conway, 
Dryhurst or Dryers, Paseuage, Posnet, Bedward (ap Edward), 
MaSdocks, Patrick, Probert (ap Robert), Matthew, Protheroe or 
Pryddercli (ap Rhyddercii), Carlisle (otherwise spelt Carlyle, and, 
by strange coincidence, the first of that name was called Thomas), 
Bromley, Bengau (ap Engaii), Kenric or Kyuthrig, Hues (Hughes), 
[Julius] Caesar, Rhydderch, Mauuel, Nicholas, Hookes, Bartley or 
Bartle, or Batley, Gitteus (Gutto or Griffith), Cumson (Compston), 
Millington, and Ivyson. 

Place-Names. 

As to place-names, the Registers bear evidence that 
many names of farms and houses have been lost or 
merged in others, and a survey of the parish shows that 
many an ancient home is now only a heap of ruins. 
This remark applies not only to cottages, but also to 
more pretentious buildings, like that now standing on the 
land at Penybanc. 

The following place-names are no longer known in 
the parish:—Llwyn-y-Gibwst [the site of the present 
National Schools], Hafod-y-Mai, Bodliw, Werddon, Wer- 
ddon Bach, L,lys-y-Breniu, Gogun Sion [Cocuu-shaw, 
Cockunsliaw], Gegyn Ucha’, and Tau-y-Dderwen. The 
name Coedoros seems to have given rise to various 
spellings in the Registers,—Coedoros, Coedorros, Coed- 
yros, Coedyrros, Coydoerus, Coed Oerros, and Coedoerus. 
Possibly the spelling Coedyros approximates most 
nearly to the original form Coed-y-Rhos, which corres¬ 
ponds to the natural features of the locality in which it is 
situated. 


* For particulars of this family, sec full descriptive Pedigree. 
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The name of the township Rhydeidion is first found 
correctly spelt in an entry dated April i6th, 1762. The 
ordinary spelling, “ Rhydidion,” shows that the word was 
pronounced in olden times exactly as it is now by the 
natives. 


Terriers. 

There are three Terriers, dated March 29th, 1729, 
July, 1749, and July 10th, 1774, the first being signed 
by Thomas Lloyd (Rector and Vicar), and John Foulkes 
and Thomas Bvrchinsha (Wardens); the second by Thomas 
Lloyd (Comportioner and Vicar of Llansannan), and John 
Evans and Evan Edwards (Churchwardens); the third by 
James Price (Rector), Henry Rees and William Jones 
(Churchwardens). There are also various other signatures 
by important residents in the district, viz., by Thomas 
Byrchinshaw of Pengwern, John Lloyd of Forest, 
Robert Lloyd of Chwibren, Robert Price of Nant-y- 
Myrddin, Thomas Vaughan of Plas-yn-Cornel, John 
Vaughan of Beidiog, and Charles Wynne of Penaled 
(all in 1729); by Robert Wynne, David Lloyd, John 
Wynne, etc. in 1749; and by Henry Lloyd (Chwibren), 
Robert Burchinshaw (Voel), etc. The Terriers contain 
descriptions of the Glebe House (Gian Aled), the Glebe, 
the Tithe, etc. It also states that “ there are only two 
Modus's in the whole parish, one on the Demeasn of 
fforest being the estate of John Lloyd, the other in a 
tenement called Caerdre in the township of Chwibren, 
being the estate of William Middleton, Esq., the former 
paying 20s., and the latter 3s. 4d., in lieu of all tithes of 
corn and hay.” There are also no pensions, augmentations, 
or bequests made to the church and its Minister, and the 
Incumbent is obliged to provide wine against Easter at 
his own proper charge. 
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In the 1749-74 Terriers there are the following addi¬ 
tional particulars : — 

“ In the church there is one Bell, a Welsh Bible, a Welsh 
Common Prayer book in folio, and three Welch Com¬ 
mon Prayer books in quarto, for the use of the clerk and 
parishioners. For the Communion, there is a silver 
chalice without any inscription, and weighing ioj£ 
ounces, a Pewter Flagon, and a Pewter Patten, a Carpet, a 
Linnen Cloth for ye Communion Table, and a Napkin. 

“ There are no lands or money in stock for ye repairs 
of ye church or utensils, the parishioners being charged 
with ye repair of Edifices and Church-yard fence. 

“ The clerk’s wages are by custom paid by the parish¬ 
ioners. And he is appointed by the Minister.” 

The Glebe House was built, in 1726, by Vicar Lloyd, 
on ground covering 3acres; it is thus described in 
the 1749 Terrier:— 

“There is a house called Gian Aled 12 yards in length, and 
6 yards in breadth, built with stones and covered with slates, at the 
expence of the Rev. Thomas Lloyd, A. M. Clr., the present Incum¬ 
bent wch. sd. house contains below stairs, a Kitchen, a Parlour, 
a Cellar, and two Butteries. The Kitchen is flagged, the Parlour is 
floored wth. mortar, in the Cellar and Butteries there are earthen 
floors. All those sd. rooms are plastered and ceiled, above stairs 
there are four rooms, a Closet, and a Garret floored with boards 
plaistered ceiled. There is an out-house upon the Glebe, nine 
yards in length and five yards in breadth under the same roof 
containing two appartments, one whereof being a Brew house, 
and the other a stable, wch. are built with Timbers, ye sides 
watled and plaistered, the Brew house is covered with Slates as is 
also one side of the stable, and the other with straw.” 

“The Glebe consists of a Field called Dol-y-Saint, with a 
small garden taken out of it, and another field called Cae’r Eglwys. 
The Field, Dol-y-Saint, is bounded on the north and east by the 
lands of Thomas Birchinshaw, late of Cae Coed, Gent ... on 
the south by Llwyn-y-Gibwst, ye lauds of Thomas Wynne, late of 
Dyffryu Aled, Esq., and by a garden belonging to Edward Williams, 
late of Pout-y-Gwyddel, Esq., and on the west by the River Aled. 
Cae’r Eglwys is bounded ... on the north and west side by 
the lands of Plas-yn-Cornel, and on the south side by a Field 
belonging to Robert Lloyd, of Cfiwibreu, Gent,” 
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V. NONCONFORMISTS PLACES OF 
WORSHIP 

In the village there are chapels for the Calvinistic 
Methodists, Congregationalists, and Baptists, and each of 
them has been replaced by a new one. 

The Calvinistic riethodists. 

The Calvinistic Methodists chapel, atTan-y Fron.was 
one of the first chapels built by the Methodists in the 
county, and. in addition to this, there are in other parts of 
the parish six more chapels for this denomination. The 
Rev. Henry Rees of Chwibren belonged to the Meth¬ 
odists, and the Rev. William Rees to the Congregational¬ 
ists. A large new chapel (Fig. io) has just been opened 
(June, 1914) in memory of the late Rev. Henry Rees, 
whose daughter (Mrs. Richard Davies, of Treborth) 
and grand-children have contributed munificently towards 
the costs; Mr. John Morris, of Lletty, was also a large 
contributor to the building fund. The chapel and school¬ 
room cost upwards of ,£3,500, and over ,£2,500 was 
collected before the opening. The first chapel on this 
site was built in 1811, and enlarged in 1814; it was 
rebuilt in 1854. 

C.M. Burial Ground. 

In the Calvinistic Methodists burial-place, there is a 
tomb of the Morris’ family, the ancestors of Mr. John 
Morris, J.P. (High Sheriff, 1904), a Liverpool merchant, 
who has built for himself a house, known as Lletty’r Eos, 
on the hill (at about a height of 1,000 feet), between Llan- 
sannan and Llanfairtalhaiarn. This gentleman has always 
endeavoured to promote the welfare of hjs native 
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village. It was owing to the munificence of Mr. Morris 
that the Parish Registers were published in 1904, under 
the editorship of the Rev. R. Ellis, D.D., Rector of 
Elansannan. 

The monument to Mr. Morris’s father consists of a 
gray granite pillar, with red inset pillars on each side, 
and the following inscriptions :— 

Er Cof Serchus 
am 

Evan Morris, 

Liverpool 

A fu farw Awst 28, 1892, 

Yn 67 oed. 

Duw sydd 

Berffaith ei ffordd : gair 
yr Arglwydd sydd wedi 
ei buro: Tarian yw efe 
i bawb a ymddiriedant 
yuddo. Psalm 18, 30. 


Er Cof Serchus 
am 

Anne 

Anwyl briod 
Evan Morris 
Liverpool, 

a fu farw Mawrth 12, 1890 
yn 67 oed. 

Hon a Eisteddodd 
Wrth Draed yr Iesu, 

Ac a wrandawodd 
Ei ymadrodd ef. Luc 10, 39. 


Er Cof Serchus 
am 

Edward, 

mab Evan ac Anne Morris, 

Liverpool 

[gynt o Llansannau], 
a fu farw Tachwedd 6, 1870, 
yn 14 oed. 

Ac i ti er yn fachgen 

wybod yr Ysgrythyr Lin. 3 Tim. 3,15. 




39 ) Tin- C-M.vimsi sc Mini: odist Chapi-l. I!}’ kind permission of the Kev. R. H. Thomas. 
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The Grave of David Rees, of Cae Du : 

Yma Claddwyd 

David Rees o'r Cae Du, Gor. 8, 1828 ; oed, 55 tnlwydd. 

A David, mab ieuengaf David Rees, Rhag. 20, 1830, oed 21 inlyn. 

Hefyd, Ann, gwraig David Rees, Mawrth, 1837, oed 66 liilyn. 

A Thomas Rees, o Nantvmerddin ucha, ail fab David ac Ann Rees, 
Medi 1869, oed 69 uilyn. 

The grave-stone is laid flat, and surrounded by iron 
railings, and has lately been restored. At one end are 
the words:— 

Yma dan glo mud yn y glyn—arosant 
Nes daw’r Iesu i'w ’mofyu, 

A chodi’n holliach wedyn 
Ar ei wedd, ga’r pedwar liyn. 


Monument to Edward Parry consists of a grey-granite 
pillar, surmounted by an open book, and thus inscribed : — 

Er Cof am 
Edward Parry, 

Bryn Bugad, 

1723-1786, 

Pregethwr yr Efengyl a 
‘Seieu-fore ’ y Diwygiad 
Methodistaidd yn y Parthau 
hyn. 

. Planodd a dyfrhaodd 

Winllanoedd Duw, 

Codwyd gan Gyfarfod Misol 
Dyffryn Clwyd 
1904, 


In memory of 
Jane, 

daughter of Wm, Vaughan, Ty Celyn, 
died November 12th, 1828, aged 4 years. 
Also Thomas, sou of the above, 
died November 15th, 1858, aged 29 years. 
Also Henry, son of the above, 
died April 17th, i860, aged 27 years. 
Also Thomas Rees, Pen Craig Bach, 
died April loth, 1865, aged 78 years. 


E 
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Also David, son of the above Wnj. Vaughan, 
died September 14th, 1S65, aged 38 years. 

David Vaughan lived at Plas Isa’, and owned Ty Celyn. 
Also, 

Here lieth the body of 
John Vaughan, 

son of David Vaughan, Ty Celyn, 
who was buried the 20th day of 
July, in the year 1793, 
aged 16. 

Here also lieth the body of 
Ann, daughter of the above said 
David Vaughan, by Jane his wife, 
who departed this life the 2nd day 
of December, in the year 1801, aged 13. 

Here lieth the body of Jane the 
wife of David Vaughan of Ty 
Celyn, January 11th, 1836, aged 85. 


There are several tombstones to the Roberts family, 
who are related to Mr. John Morris on his mother’s side. 
In memory of 

John Roberts, of Bryn Anllech, 
who died May 21st, 1802, aged 67. 

Also 

Edward, son of Peter Roberts, 
who died November 1st, 1803, aged 5. 

Also Benjamin, sou of the above- 
named Peter Roberts, who died 
September 16th, 1805, aged 3. 

Also Anne, wife of the above- 
named John Roberts, she 
died January 8th, 1815, aged 77. 


Here also are deposited the 
mortal remains of the 
Rev. Peter Roberts, 
Minister of the Gospel to the 
Calvinistic Methodists, 
who departed this life 
April 23rd, 1829, aged 59. 
Also Mary his wife, she died 
July 5th, 1829, 
aged 56. 
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Ytna Claddwyd 
Corph Margaret Roberts, 

Rhyl, 

diweddar wraig Edward Roberts, 
IorwertU Gian Aled, 

Mawrth y 6ed, 1865, 
yn y 48 flwyddyn o’i hoed, 

" Ow ! i mi ei myned i’w hargei wely !” 


Hefyd yr uchod Edward Roberts, 
a fu farw Chwefror i8fed, 1867, 
yn 48 nilwydd oed. 

Y parodfawr fardd prydferth—»y*n y bedd 
O awn y byd a’l drafferth, 

Mor wir a marw Iorwerth 
Farw o gdn fawr ei gwerth. 


Yma y Claddwyd 
John Roberts, mab y diweddar 
Bareli. Peter Roberts, Llausannan. 

Bu farw Gorpli. 5ed, 1845, 
ei oed 46 mlwydd. 

Hefyd yma claddwyd Peter, 
mab ieueugaf y John Roberts uchod, 
yr liwn a fu farw lonawr I3eg, 1858, 
yn 25 nilwydd. 

Fy mrawd a fy nai cydhunwch niewn hedd 
Nes delo’r arch i’ch galw o’r bedd. 

Hefyd 

lonawr iofed, 1877, bn farw 
Gwen Roberts, gweddw yr uchod 
J. R. (yn Rhyl), yn 75 oed. 
lonawr isfed, claddwyd ei cborph gan 
ei phlant o'r Dref uchod i’r 
beddrod arbenig liwn. 


Dorothy Wynn, 1744, 
Catherine Wynn, 1769, 
ei hoed 27. 


Yma y Claddwyd 
John Davies, Pencraig, 
Ebrill 2jaiu, 1854, ei oed 75. 
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The Baptists. 

It is not known who was the first of the Baptists to 
preach in the parish, but the first account of a baptism 
here is that of Richard Michael baptising Charles Owen, 
of Rhyd-yr-Arian. In 1794, Nicholas Lewis was the 
minister, and baptised, among others, David Jones the 
Poet. The first meeting-place was an old Brew House 
belonging to Mr. Bridges, of Y Foel, and the preachers 
were accommodated by Mr, and Mrs. Wynne, of Y Crown. 
After the death of Nicholas Lewis in 1796, the cause 
suffered greatly from lack of ministration, and there were 
dissensions among the members. In 1805, Thos. Jones, 
of Cefn Bychan, came to preach, and occasionally Abel 
Vaughan visited the flock. In 1813, the church was 
incorporated as a branch of Ruthin, under the Rev. Ellis 
Evans, but in 1818 it joined Llannefydd. In 1819, Abel 
Vaughan was in charge of Llansannan and Llangernyw, 
and in 1825, Benjamin Owen,* pastor of the Denbigh 
church, took charge of Llansannan and Llangernyw as 
branches of his church. In 1828, a new meeting-place 
was built on laud leased from Peter Roberts, Calvinistic 
Methodist minister, and father of Iorwerth Gian Aled. 
In 1834, Thomas Williams, of Merthyr, was ordained 
pastor of the two churches ; 1841, William Evans, of 
Cyullwyd; 1841-8, William Jones (Wisconsin); 1848-51, 
John Jones (“ One Eye ”), a Wesleyan Minister from 
Llandudno. 

In 1850, Llansannan was incorporated with the 
church at Llanfairtalhaiaru. From the Association 
Letters of the Baptist Union, we gleaned the following 
further information : — 

In 1861-2, E. W. James was in charge of the two churches ; in 

* He married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Burchlnshaw (Senior), 
of the Voel. 
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1866, W. Ogwenydd Evaus settled here and remained till 1868; in 
1870, William Evans, of Fforddlas, entered upon his pastorate, re¬ 
tiring in 1871 ; in 1877, John Humphreys, of Glyn (a local preacher 
with considerable speaking powers) succeeded to the pastorate, and 
served the churches till 1883 ; from 1898 to 1905, Robert Jones 
(Trebor Aled), laboured here, aud rendered excellent service of 
various kinds. 

A few years ago. the chapel was re-built, and at the 
rear of the building is a spacious school-room, very suit¬ 
ably arranged for the holding of lectures, entertainments, 
tea parties, etc, 

The Independents. 

The commencement of the Independents takes us 
back to the early Eighties, when John Davies (Bleddyn), 
of Llys Aled, decided to leave the Methodists, and 
prevailed on others to join him to worship on their own 
account aud to form a separate church. Among them may 
be mentioned: W. Rees (Hiraethog), Hugh Roberts (Y 
Llifiwr), and Edward Lloyd (Llwyuderw). For a time, 
until the new chapel on the bank of the Aled was built, 
their meeting-place was the old Brew House in the Red 
Lion Yard, which had formerly served for the Baptists. 
A nephew of the above-mentioned Hugh Roberts (Y 
Llifiwr), Thomas Roberts, Fforddlas, was one of the 
foremost in his efforts to build the new chapel (Hir- 
aethog’s Memorial Chapel). 

The present chapel of the Independents in Llan- 
sannan was built in 1902, and over the door is a tablet 
thus inscribed: — 

Addoldy Coffadwriaethol 
Y PARCH. W. REES, D.D., 
1802-1883. 

Adeiladwyd 1902. 

HIRAETHOG, 
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In connection with these chapels, the following 
story shows how easily a second denomination may come 
into existence:—A certain Joseph Davies, of Llys Aled, 
a farmer and cattle dealer, happened to be away from 
home, and, on reaching Shrewsbury, he heard that his 
wife was very ill, and that he must return at once. 
Accordingly, he started back elfrly on Saturday morning, 
and reached Cerrig-y-drudion about ten o’clock in the 
evening, but, fearing to cross the pathless mountain 
after dark, he spent the night at Cerrig-y-drudion, and 
started early on Sunday morning for Llys Aled, which 
he reached at ten a.m. Finding his wife better, he went 
to the Methodist chapel in the evening, and at the after- 
meeting he told the brotherhood how he had walked from 
Shrewsbury to Cerrig-y-drudion on the Saturday, and 
early on Sunday from Cerrig-y-drudion home. This so 
scandalised the members that they expelled him from 
membership of the chapel. As several other members of 
the chapel sympathised with him, and among them 
William Rees, they joined him in his exile, and even¬ 
tually built a Congregational chapel in the village. 



VI. LITERARY ASSOCIATIONS OF 
THE PARISH 


The chief interest connected with the parish of 
Llausaunau is literary, as illustrated by such names as 
Tudur Aled, Gruffydd Hiraethog, William Salesbury, the 
Rev. Henry Rees, the Rev. William Rees (Gwilym 
Hiraethog), Iorwerth Gian Aled, and others. 
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Tudur Aled. 

Perhaps one of the most notable persons living at 
Llansannau was Tudur Aled. His home was at Garth 
Geri, on the banks of the Aled, about two miles up the 
river from Tlansannan ; he took his name from the river 
on which his dwelling-place was so charmingly situated. 
He was a strong supporter of the Lancastrian cause, and a 
follower of Sir Rhys ap Thomas of Dinevor, to whom he 
wrote several poems. 

He was a Franciscan monk of the order of Grey Friars, 
and this is proved by a poem by Gruffydd ap Ieuan ap 
Llywelyn Fychan, termed Marwnad Tudur Aled. 

This is further confirmed by a well-known englyn, 
which he composed when he was admitted into that 
fraternity ; the conclusion is shown by the following 
lines:— 

Brawd i Sant Ffraiisis, na bo brych—Pwyueb, 

Pan fyner i edrycb; 

Yn i grefydd yn gryfwycli 

Yn i wisg wyf yn w&s gwych. 

He was a nephew of Dafydd ap Edmund, by whom he 
was taught the bardic lore. The exact dates of his birth 
and death are not known, but he was not present at the 
Carmarthen Eisteddfod in 1451, where his uncle played a 
prominent part, and he was still living in 1524 or 1525, 
when the first Eisteddfod at Caerwys was held, as proved 
by the following quotation from Gruffydd Hiraethog :— 

Mil pum' cant, rhifant y rhed,—a rhagor 
Pump ar hngain, rhodded 
Yu ddeddif bwys beirdd Gaerwys ged, 

Rheolau Tudur Aled. 

He wrote many eulogies to the Salusburys of Lleweui, 
to Rhys Fawr ap Meredydd, and also to the monks and 
clergy, among which may be mentioned Awdl Foliaut 
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Sion Abad Caerlleou, Cywydd i ofyu march yr Abad 
Aberconwy, and Cywydd Ffowk Salsbri, Deon Llanelwy. 

His Cywydd to Gwenffrewi (St. Winifred) gives a 
description of the miracles wrought at St. Winifred’s Well, 
and a recital of some of the legends that clustered round 
that saint’s name. His excellent knowledge of Welsh 
prosody constitutes him one of the most reliable of the 
bards for quotation in works dealing with the laws of 
verse, and most Welsh Grammars found in his poems apt 
illustrations in language and versification. He was the 
bardic teacher of Grufiydd Hiraethog, and hence his 
influence was great on the bards of this century. At the 
first Eisteddfod at Caerwys, he graduated as Pencerdd, 
but he excelled as a writer of eulogies, the best known 
being that to Dafydd ap Edmund.* 

Gruffydd Hiraethog. 

He forms a link between Tudur Aled and the bards of 
the second Eisteddfod at Caerwys. He is better known 
as a teacher of bards than by his own poems. He was a 
native of Llansannau, but spent the greater part of his 
life at Llangollen, and was buried there in the chancel of 
the parish church. According to Harleian M.S. 2299, he 
married Catherine, a descendant in the direct male line of 
Owain Glyudwr. The year of his death is not known, 
but he was not present at either of the Eisteddfods at 
Caerwys, from which we may conclude that he flourished 
between 1530 and 1566.! 

* For the above Account of Tudur Aled, the writer is indebted to the 
admirable book, A Manual of Welsh Literature, by the Rev. C. J. Morrice, 
M.A., published by Messrs. Jarvis and Foster. 

t A Manual of Welsh Literature, by Rev. J. C. Morrice, M.A., published 
by Messrs. Jarvia and Foster, page 99. 






Fig. ii. (S-.-e i) 51). Pr.AS Isa’, Lt.ankwst. Photo, by Mr. . 1 . II. Hughes. 
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William Salesbury. 

William Salesbury undoubtedly stands first on the 
score, not only of social position, but also of the extent 
and priceless value of his literary attainments, and, as in 
the case of Elijah in times of old, God was pleased to bless 
the labours of the Lay-Churchman, William Salesbury, 
to overthrow the errors of the priests. In his life of Bishop 
Davies and William Salesbury, Archdeacon Thomas proves 
not only the extent of Salesbury’s attainments, but also 
his untiring energy and diligence. 

He was descended from a family who derived its name 
from Salzburg, hence the variations Salesbury, Salusbury, 
and Salisbury, and who came into Wales as part of the 
English garrison under Henry de Lacy, Lord of Rhos and 
Rhwvoniog, and Governor of Denbigh in the reign of 
Edward I. The leading branch was that of Lleweni in 
Denbigh, and, in the sixteenth century, one branch settled 
at Llanrwst. His great uncle, Robert Salesbury, was 
brother to Ffoulk Salesbury, Dean of St. Asaph, and to 
Sir Thomas Salesbury of Lleweni, knighted by Henry VII. 
on the field at Blackheath (June 23, 1497), and son of Sir 
Thomas Salesbury Hen. (See Pedigree). Sir Thomas 
Salesbury hunted out many notorious Yorkists in the 
well-nigh inaccessible caves and woods of the Welsh 
mountains. 

His father was Ffoulk Salesbury,* the son of Robert 
Salesbury. who married Gwenhwyfar, daughter of Rhys 
ap Einion Fychan (a lineal descendant of Griffith ap Conan); 
by the marriage of Rhys with Catherine, he inherited Plas 
Isa’ (Llanrwst), which descended to Gwenhwyfar, his 
daughter. Catherine’s mother Angharad was the daughter 


Davies and Salesbury, by Archdeacon Thomas, Oswestry, 190a. 



Table showing relationship of William Salesbury to Sir Thomas Salesbury Hen, Ednyfed 
Fychan, the Abbots of Maenan, Dr. Coch, and Griffith ap Conan. 
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of Rliys ap Griffith ap Rhys ap Ednyfed Fychan, aud his 
father was the son of David, of Henblas, Llanrwst, ap Sir 
Howel ap Twyallt ap Griffith ap Howel ap Meredydd ap 
Kinion ap Gvvrganen ap Meredydd ap Colwyn ap Taugno, 
and so from Cunedda Wledig. Sir Howel of the Battle 
Axe was a noble warrior, and was in the battle of Poictiers 
with the Black Prince, when the French King was taken 
prisoner, where, with his pole-axe, he behaved himself so 
valiantly that the Prince made him a knight, and allowed 
a mess of meat to be served before his axe, or partisan, for 
ever, in perpetual memory of his good service, which after 
his death was given to the poor for his soul’s sake.* 

William Salesbury’s mother was Elen, daughter of 
John Puleston, of Hafodywern, aud he married Catherine 
Lloyd Price, sister of Dr. Elis Price (Doctor Coch), of Plas 
Iolyu.f He was educated at Oxford, whence he removed 
to London to study the law at Thavies Inn ; he knew nine 
languages besides English and Welsh. He then went to 
reside at Cae Du, near Llansannan. This was a part of 
the family inheritance, and fell to the lot of William as 
the second son, while the elder brother, Robert, succeeded 
to the larger mansion of Plas Isa’, Llanrwst (Fig. n). 
This latter house is now in ruins, and the chimney shown 
in the illustration has now fallen. After the death of his 
brother, Robert, who died without male issue, William 
came into possession of Plas Isa', but, during the reign of 
Queen Mary, he retired to Cae Du for safety. Here he 
made a secret room, the entrance to which was through the 
chimney, and tradition has it that he was obliged to flee 
into this hiding place to finish his work of translating the 
New Testament, to escape the fury of the Anti-Re¬ 
formation Party, whom he had euraged by the publication, 


* Ashton, I.ifc of Bishop Morgan, p. 53, and York Powell’s Royal Tribe*, 
f For further particulars see Pedigree. 
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in 1550, of a book generally known as "The Downfall of 
the Pope's Altar." 

William Salesbury was the active spirit in promoting 
the translation of the Bible into Welsh. 

In the sixteenth century, in North Wales, and 
especially in Denbighshire, lived men who made their 
mark in the literary history in North Wales. Among the 
friends of William Salesbury were Richard Davies (after¬ 
wards Bishop of St. Asaph and of St. David), Griffith 
Hiraethog, Humphrey Llwyd of Denbigh, and William 
Myddelton. During Mary's reign, R. Davies was an exile 
in Geneva. In 1563, a patent was granted to William 
Salesbury for the sole printing in the Welsh tongue, for 
seven years, of the Bible, the Book of the Common Prayer, 
and the Homilies.* The Prayer Book was undertaken by 
Bishop Richard Davies, and the New Testament by 
William Salesbury, with the assistance of the Bishop and 
Thomas Huet. The result of their labours was the New 
Testament, published in 1567 (see Fig. 12). Salesbury 
wrote the dedication to Queen Elizabeth, in English. 

Among the books which William Salesbury wrotef 
are : — 

1547 Dictionary in Englishe and Welslie, dedicated to 
Henry VIII. 

1550 Downfall of the Pope’s Altar. 

1551 Epistles and Gospels in Welsh for Sundays and Holy 

Days. 

Introductions to the Welsh Language. 

Translation of the Lessons of the Church into Welsh 

A Treatise on Rhetoric. See " Synnwyr pen Ketnbero” 
(The Welshman’s Common Sense). 

1567 Editor of the Welsh Prayer Book. 

The New Testament in Welsh. 


The Hible in Wales, John Ballinger, Cardiff, 
t Arch. Camb. Vol. IX., 177—191. 




Fig. 12. (See p. 52). Title Page 1567 New Testament (Welsh). 

Photo, by Mr. A. H. Hughes , 
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There is one example of his handwriting in his auto¬ 
graph attached to a Bond made by him for £ 100 . There 
were eight guarantors, and the last portion runs thus:— 
"If the said William Salesbury pay and discharge the 
aforesaid j£ioo, then this obligation will be void." There 
is only one signature attached, and the names of the 
guarantors are on the back. 

The handwriting is peculiar. The Christian name 
resembles a monogram curiously devised, but the Surname 
is written in a clear well-furnished hand, some of the letters, 
however, being stiff and angular. The readiness of so 
many neighbours to join in incurring such a liability, 
speaks well for the popularity of Salesbury and his work. 
The date of the Bond was 2nd April, 1565 (7 Elizabeth), 
just two years before the publication of the Prayer Book 
and New Testament, and the expense was probably in¬ 
curred in connection with the publication of these works. 
In the “ Liber Laudavensis,” in Mr. Davies Cooke’s 
Library at Gwysaney, Mold, is a table showing the 
relatives of the persons mentioned in the Bond. 

The following extract from an old British Grammar 
written in English by William Salesbury, and printed in 
London in 1567, is of interest. I11 speaking of the Britons, 
he says :— 

“ Neither can I justly gainsaye, but their tongue then was as 
copious of syt woordes, and all manner of proper vocables, and as 
well adornated with woorshipful science and honourable knowledge, 
as any other ol the barbarous tongues were.” 

Very few traces of William Salesbury’s family can be 
found in the Parish Registers, probably because the records 
do not extend far enough back. Is it possible that his 
elder brother, Robert, was a Sinecure Rector of Llansannan 
(• 537 )i Vicar of Corwen, and Sinecure Rector of Llan- 
rwst ? A Robert Salesbury lived at Plas Madoc, in 
Llanfairtalhaiarn Parish, but in thecoufinesof Llansannan, 
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and a Peter Salesbury, one of the signatories of William 
Salesbury’s bond for^ioo, lived at Penclogor, contempo¬ 
raneously with William Salesbury; but what, if any, 
relationship existed between them and the Squire of Cae 
Du, is not clear. Salesbury’s daughter, Gwen, married 
Hugh ap David ap John, a yeoman living at Deunant. 
The Salesburys also intermarried with the Dyffryn Aled 
family. 

As far as the latest entries in the Registers referring 
to the name Salusbury show, those bearing it occupied 
a humble position. There are two entries of the name 
of Salusbury in the Registers about the middle of the 
18th century, viz., “On January 9th, 1742, John, the 
son of Thomas Salusbury, of Treflach, was baptized,” and 
“On May 26th, 1743, Jane Salusbury, of Arllwyd, was 
buried.” 

On a beam in Hendre Isa’ is the inscription—“John 
Salusbury, 1786.” This may refer to the John who was 
boru in 1742. 

Part of the Salusbury estate belonged to Miss 
Ffoulkes, of Eriviatt. 

There are numerous references to the name Salusbury 
in the Llangernyw Registers from 1572 to 1768, but 
many of these belong to the Salusbury-Powells of Bryn- 
y-Barkitt. The entries in the Llanfairtalhaiarn Registers 
under this name extend from 1653 to 1732 ; these are very 
numerous between 1653 and 1676. Many relate to the 
Salusbury-Powells, and some lived, about 1684, at Bron- 
heulog. On October 8th, 1731, there is a record that 
Ellin Salusbury, of Llansannan, married John Williams, of 
Llanfairtalhaiarn. 

In the churchyard of St. Asaph Cathedral is a 
monument, 30 feet high, erected in 1892, in memory of 
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William Salesbury and Bishop Morgan, and their six 
colleagues, viz., Richard Davies, Bishop of St. David’s; 
Thomas Huet, Precentor of St. David's ; Gabriel Goodman, 
Dean of Westminster; Richard Parry, Bishop of St. 
Asaph; Dr. Davies, his Chaplain ; and Archdeacon Pry9. 
They are represented by eight statues at the angles of the 
monument. Under the effigy of Bishop Morgan is the 
inscription :— 

“ Religio euim, nisi vulgari lingua edceeatur, ignota 
latitabit” (“ For religion will lie hidden and unknown, 
unless it is taught in the vulgar tongue”). 

\ This last is a quotation from Bishop Morgan’s 
dedication of this version to Queen Elizabeth.* 

In a memorial (Frontispiece) erected in the village, 
William Salesbury’s name is commemorated, in company 
with those of four other illustrious men Tudur Aled, 
Henry Rees, Gwilym Hiraethog, and Iorwerth Gian 
Aled. 

The memorial consists of a figure in bronze of a 
Welsh maid, in Welsh dress, holding in her hands a 
wreath. It was unveiled on March 23rd, 1899, in the 
presence of Messrs. 0 . M. Edwards, William Jones, 
M.P., Professor J. E. Lloyd, Sir J. Herbert Roberts, M.P., 
and Sir Rowland Vaughan-Williams. The designer was 
Mr. Gascombe John, and the secretary of the committee, 
Dr. Ellis, the Rector. The idea is said to have originated 
with the late Mr. Thomas Ellis. 

Before concluding this short account of the family of 
Salesbury, it may not be out of place to give a description 
of what remains of his house Cae Du, and another 
building, Pen-y-Banc, which has by some writers been 
associated with his name. 

* The above particulars are from Dr. Nevin's “ Pictures of Walea during 
the Tudor Period,” Liverpool, K. Howell, 189$. 
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Cae Du. 

The remains of the old home of William Salesbury, 
known as Cae Du (Fig, 13), are situated about 2^ miles 
from Llansannan village, up the west side of the valley 
of the Aled, and about 20 yards below the modern farm¬ 
house of the same name. The land slopes down rapidly 
from the house to the river, and on the opposite bank is 
Chwibreu Isa’, the home of the Rees family. Down to about 
50 years ago, considerable remains of the walls of Cae Du 
could be seen, and they are thus described by a writer of 
the Mid-Victorian period : — 

“ The old house extended from south-south-east to north- 
north-west, with one of its gable ends to the north-north-west, and 
the wall on that side was deep in the ground, while the lower gable, 
because of the fall of the ground, was above the surface, and the 
floor was high enough to form a cellar below. The house contained 
three rooms on the ground floor, and two above, and the well- 
known little room in the chimney, where William Salesbury is said to 
have hidden, and to have translated the Testament into Welsh (1567). 
The building was about 40 feet long, and 14 feet wide between the 
walls The first room was 9 feet long, and in this was no fire-place, 
but it lay deep in the ground ; the next (or the middle room) was the 
chief room in the house, and measured 16 feet, and in that room 
was the hearth and the chimney. These two rooms were separated 
by a stone wall reaching to the eves, and a wide shelf projected 
over the hearth. There was no loft over the first room (Fig. 14), 
but over the other two, and a small one reaching from the shelf to 
the boundry wall and over the hearth. The loft over the big 
kitchen was thus less than the kitchen by the width of the chimney. 
There was 110 door to go from the loft to the little room, and no one 
could have imagined that there was any room there at all. The 
only way to get into it was by climbing the chimney, and thus it 
would be very suitable for a hiding-place. Below the house was a 
slope, which was worked out iu two terraces to form a garden.” 

At the present day, ouly the foundations are left (see 
plan Fig. 14), the walls being about 2 feet iu thickness, 
that at the upper end is rather thicker and shades off into 
the ground. The first room (A in plan Fig. 14) is 14 feet 
2 inches by 7 feet 10 inches, the second (B) 14 feet 6 inches 
by x i feet 6 inches (forming the kitchen), and the third 





Fig. 13. (See p. 56). View of Remains of Cae Du. 




Photo, by Mr. R. S. Rowlands. 
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Fig. 14. 

15 feet 6 inches by 8 feet 8 inches. At the north corner 
of this room, which evidently had a cellar below, the 
dividing wall widens out from 2 feet to 6 feet at the point 
where it joins the south-south-west wall. There are now 
no traces of a hearth in the kitchen, but this thickening 

F 
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of the wall seems to possibly indicate the portion of the 
fire-place, and the small room (mentioned above) may 
have been in this corner. There are no traces of a door¬ 
way at the present time, but the most likely place for one 
seems to be the north-north-east side. 

•It is a matter of keen regret that a house which has 
such a history attached to it, should have been allowed to 
fall into decay. 

Pen-y-Banc (Top of the Bank). 

This old house (Figs. 15 and 16 ) is so-called because 
it stands on Pen-y-Banc laud, which is between Cae Du 
and Hendre Aled. There are two opinions with regard 
to this building, (t) That it was the old house of William 
Salesbury ; (2) that it was a Cistercian Grange. What 
lends colour to the former surmise is the smallness of 
Cae Du as the house of a family of dignity, and, since 
there is room to believe that Pen-y-Banc was formerly a 
part of the Cae Du estate, one can easily imagine that 
Pen-y-Banc was the Hall or Plas belonging to the family. 
There is nothing ecclesiastical in the present appearance 
of the place, and what now remains seems to suggest that 
it was a dwelling-house. If this surmise be correct, it is 
easy to see William Salesbury’s prudence in hiding in the 
little chimney chamber of Cae Du rather than in his usual 
abode, when persecution arose in the land. It is only local 
tradition that says that William Salesbury was born at 
Cae Du, but all that is known to a certainty is that he 
was born in the parish of Llansannan.* As far as history 
goes, it is quite as easy to believe that he was born at 
Pen-y-Banc as at Cae Du ; this is stated in his herbal, 
where, referring to some herbs, he says “ grew at Llan- 
sannau, where I was born,”* 

* Spine authorities arc doubtful op (his point, 




Photo, by Mr. R. S. Roivlands. 
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As regards the traditional opinion that Pen-y-Bane 
was a Grange, it may be said that the position of Pen-y- 
Banc favours this supposition. It stands on a pleasant 
slope, facing the sun (morning, noon, and afternoon), 
whilst a hill in the rear shelters it from the cold north 
winds ; at the foot of the slope runs the river Aled, and 
within earshot are the soothing sounds of the waterfall 
(Rhaiadr-y-Bedd). The privacy and quietude of the spot 
favours a spirit of devotion, while the game on the moun¬ 
tain, the fish iu the river, and the products of the 
neighbouring fields, afford sufficient for the wants of the 
bod^r. We know that the monks were very partial to 
settling in the prettier spots of the country, and had a 
keen eye to what was most suitable. Moreover, a religious 
house in this position would serve as a hospice between 
Basingwerk and Maenan. 

If the rubbish within the walls could be removed, 
and if the remains on the east side of the old ruin could be 
examined, probably some light would be thrown upon 
what is now dark. This supplies an opportunity for some 
Antiquarian Society to excavate, and the result would 
probably repay the labour. The strongest objection to 
the monastic theory is the existence of Garth Geri, the 
old home of Tudur Aled, on the other side of the river 
opposite to Pen-y-Banc. If there was a monastery at 
Pen-y-Banc, why did not Tudur Aled take up his abode 
there, instead of setting up a cell of his own so close to it, 
unless, indeed, the fact of his being a married man was an 
insuperable difficulty? Anyhow, the scattered remains 
still visible at Garth Geri lead us to believe that it was 
at one time a place of considerable size ; it stands on an 
islet in the river Aled, and the lie of the building may be 
easily traced. 

The accompaning plan (Fig. 17) will give a general 
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idea of the remains of Pen-y-Banc house as seen at the 
present day. 
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Fig. 17. 


The length of the building is about 42 feet, and runs from 
north-north-west to south-south-east. The building is divided into 
two main compartments, a kitchen to the south-south-west, and a 
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large reception-room to the south-south-east. The walls, about 
2 feet thick aud well built of thick slabs of stone, present a sub¬ 
stantial appearance. There is on the uorth-north-east side a well- 
marked doorway, which seems to open into the room A, but it is 
quite likely that there may have been a staircase at the back of the 
fire-place, more especialy as there are at present no traces of a fire¬ 
place in the sitting-room. 

It is possible that there may have been an entrance into the 
kitchen from the uorth-north-east side, but this is uncertain. 
Probably there was an entrance hall at the main doorway, with 
doors on the right and left to the kitchen and sitting-room 
respectively. On the upper side of the kitchen are two holes, 
which may have received joists for the ceiling On three sides the 
sitting-room is well lighted with windows, thus commanding a 
view up and down the valley, and also across the valley towards 
Chwibren. The openings of the windows, which are splayed, vary 
in width from 4 feet 6 inches to 6 feet 4 inches. No traces of the 
roof are left, but from the remains of the walls, it seems likely that 
the rooms were of good height on the north-north-east side. The 
house is approached by a drive, about 12 feet to 16 feet wide, which 
curves round to the south-south-east to join the field road that runs 
from Cae Du to Hendre Aled. On the upper side of the drive, close 
to the house, are a number of fairly large slabs of stone, fixed on 
their edges, and more or less enclosing the drive. 


Sir Thomas Salesbury. 

Another member of the Salesbury family, Sir Thomas 
Salesbury, helped in the publication of the Psalms, and the 
following particulars may, therefore, be of interest:— 

The translation of the Psalms occupied the attention 
of at least four Welshmen after the completion of the 
Bible. Maurice Gyffin, in 1595, regrets his inability from 
want of time, but probably prompted his brother, Edward, 
to undertake the task, which he in turn left incomplete. 
Psalms i.—xiii., v. 5, appeared in a small volume, issued in 
1603, by Thomas Salesbury. who was also responsible for 
Myddeltou’s metrical version. 

The following letter from Sir Thomas Salesbury to 
Sir John Wynne of Gwydir (Figs. 18 and 18a) throws 
some light upon obscure points :— 
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LETTER OF THOMAS SALESBURY TO SIR JOHN WYNNE 
OF GWYDIR. 

" Right worshippful my humble dutye remembered, etc: 

“ I am glad to heare of your late recovery aud present health 
wch I beseeche ye lorde still to continue to his glorye and ye good 
of our country itt reioyced mee not a little when I understood yt 
your worsliippe was inquisitive whether ye psalmes are translated 
into our vulgar tounge or not I send you by your man a coppy of 
them yt are printed hee had finished some fiftye of them before hee 
dyed this time seven yeares in ye time of ye greate sickness he 
departed this world in his custodye (when I came into ye co-[uutry]) 
I left your proverbs ye psalmes and many good trea [tyses] of Mr. 
Perkynnes wth other good things in the brittishe tounge wch weare 
all lost and gone by his uutymly death I could never heare nor 
learue where any of them weare bestowed I often enquyred but 
could not learne of any howe aud by whose meanes they weare 
convaighedawaye 1 heare not of any that are about ye psalmes save 
only Archdeac. Price who promised them longe agone but as yet 
hath not accomplished this promise nor ye expectacion of many 
havinge not any newe books worthy your readinge I presumde to 
present to your worsliippe with a little treatis written by a greate 
statesiman sometyme secrettarye to the late Philipp of Spayne Mr. 
Camdeus Brittania his last edition wth ye mappes of all the shiers 
[is] latly printed and bound in follio thus humbly takeing leave de- 
sy reinge ye lord to gu ide aud protect [your] worsliippe y our v [e] rtuous 
ladye and all your religious and well aurturd issue with all blessings 
enternalle in this present life and in ye other to come with all 
blessings spirituall from my house in cloth fayer in London : 

June ye 22 “ Your worshippes in all 

“ Sr I pray my ladye to bestow " service readye 

“ Ye readeinge of my little book "Thos. Salusburye 

Copied by P.W. 1795. 

The words “Copied by P.W.” refer to Peter Bailey 
Williams, the son of Peter Williams, the Commentator. 
The letter is printed in the "Cambro Briton,” Vol. I., 1820, 
with an inaccurate footnote. 

It is kept in a copy of Middelton's Psalms (1603), 
which has led to the supposition that it is the book referred 
to, but the facts given in the letter fit in with Kyffin, and 
not with Middelton,* The book was Kyffin’s Psalms (Fig. 19), 


* Balliuger’s History of the Welsh Bible. 
The Cambro-Britou, Loudon, 1820. p. 255. 
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as appears from the endorsement; the year in which the 
letter was written is not given, but the reference to the 
great sickness suggests that Kyffin died in 1603, the year 
of the outbreak of the plague in London; possibly 
Salesbury fled from London to escape the plague. Edward 
Kyffin was the administrator of the estate of Maurice 
Kyffin. The letter of Salesbury quoted refers in a des¬ 
pairing tone to the projected translation by Archdeacon 
Prys. If the date of the letter is 1610, Salesbury may well 
have been despondent. 

■, The Thomas Salesbury referred to was Sir Thomas 
Salesbury, 2nd Bart, and he had to do with Middelton, 
Kyffin, and Simon Stafford. The last mentioned printed 
in 1603, in London, Kyffin’s Psalms for Sir Thomas 
Salesbury. [Simon Stafford and Thomas Salesbury printed 
Middelton’s Psalms in London in 1603]. 

This Sir Thomas Salesbury was the son of Sir Henry 
Salesbury and Hester, daughter of Sir Thomas Middelton, 
Bart., of Chirk, was educated at Oxford, was somewhat of 
a poet, and composed a good deal. He married Hester, 
daughter of Sir Edward Tirrell, of Thorton, and died in 
1643 (Burke). 


The Middeltons, 

The writer has not been able to find evidence of 
burials at Llansannan of any of the Middelton family, 
although the fact that they were important property- 
owners here appears from the circumstance that by his 
will (proved “26th ffeb , 1577”), Richard Middelton,* 
eldest son of Fulke Middelton, of Llansannan, and him- 

* Father of Sir Thomas Mitldelton, Lord Mayor of London, 1613, ancestor 
of Mr. R. Myddelton-Biddulph, of Chirk Castle; Col. Cornwallis West, of 
Ruthin Castle; Her Serene Highness the Princess of Pless; and Her Grace 
the Duchess of Westminster. 
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self M.P. for Denbigh (1542-44), left to his grandson, 
John (son of Richard Middelton), his property at Llan- 
sanuan, “except the house wherein dwelleth’’ his 
(testator’s) brother, Thomas. 

In the ‘‘ Cwtta Cyfarwydd,” by Peter Roberts, there 
is the following entry on page 213 :— 

Oil Saturday, being the last day of June, 1644, Luce Myddleton 
(wife to R’s ap Wm. Morris) was buried at Llausaunau. 

Capt. William Middelton, third son of Sir Richard, 
and brother of Sir Hugh, was, in 1554, Sinecure Rector 
(First Coinportion) of Llansannan, and translated the 
Psalms into Welsh metre (1603). 

The Lloyds of Llansannan.* 

Their descent can be traced to Hedd Molwynog, who 
lived at Llys Maes-yr-Heullys, in Llangernyw, in the 
12th century. His arms were “ Sable a stag trippaut 
argent, attired or." Among his descendants were many 
noted persons, among whom may be mentioned Bleddvn, 
whose descent can be traced from Marchweithian.. His 
son Bleddyn Fychan, of Llanfwrog, lived principally at 
Llansannan. He “ fell out with his tenants, and in a fit 
of fury, chased them from his estate, and turned it into a 
forest,’f and the name “Forest” remains in Llansannan 
to the present day. Bleddyn, his son, assumed the 
additional name of Llvvvd, and founded the house of 
Hafodunos. His second son, Mevric, was a Captain 
under the Earl of Arundel, and an ancestor of the Lloyds 
of Llwyn-y-Maen, and of “Edward Llwyd,”tlie Keeper of 
the Ashmolean Museum, in the reign of William HI. 

* See Life of Henry Kees, by Miss Davies, Treborth, published by 
Messrs. Jarvis and Foster,*1904. 

t Pennant's Tours II., 16* 





Fig. 18a. (Seep. 61). Sir Thomas Salksbury’s Letter 

(Reverse). 


Photo, by Mr. A. H. Hughes. 




Fig. 18. (See p. 61). Lettkr from Sir Thomas Salesbury 

To Sir John Wynne. 

Photo, by Mr. A. H. Hughes 
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Cynfrig, the elder son of Bleddyn, lived at Bryn Cynfrig, 
or Bryn Kendrick, and his son, Griffith, lived at Bryn 
Gwylan, and was the great-great-grand uncle of Tudur 
Aled, the poet. Cynfrig’s grandson, Meredith, lived at 
Plas Isaf, in the parish of Llangernyw, and married 
Morfydd, the daughter of Howel (whose ancestor was 
Owen Gwynedd). David Lloyd (his son), of Llangernyw, 
married Mailt (a descendant of Ednyfed Fychan). One 
of his sons was Ieuan, of Llansannan, who, in 1546, was 
assessed for land of the annual value of 8 shillings. 
Ieuan’s third son, William Lloyd, of Llansannan, bore the 
arms of Hedd Molwynog, with a mullet for cadency. By 
his marriage with Catherine Lloyd, he had six daughters, 
and a son Thomas, who is described as of Erw Gwyddel, 
Llansannan, and of Bryn-y-Llan, gent., and whose lands, 
in 1625, were of the annual value of forty shillings; he 
married in 1604, Jane, the daughter of Thomas Vaughan, 
of Pant Glas, Esq., Sheriff of Merioneth; he had seven sons 
and two daughters, among whom may be mentioned: — 
(1) Thomas, the eldest, of Penporchell Uchaf (4J4 miles 
from Llansannan); he married Jane, the daughter of 
Robert Wynn, of Dyffryn Aled, and was the father of 
Thomas Lloyd, of Llansannan and Penporchell, and was 
living in 1671; (2) Piers (third son), who owned land in 
1642, at Llansannan, of the annual value of twenty 
shillings; (3) a daughter, Ellen, who was the wife of 
Edward '‘ Birchowshe,” (Was this Burchiushaw ?); (4) 
John, of Chwibren, who in 1642, had lands in Llansannan 
parish of the annual value of twenty shillings. He be¬ 
came tenant in tail in possession of “ twelve messuages, 
twelve cottages, one grain water-mill, ten gardens, 200 
acres of land, 156 acres of meadow, 190 acres of pasture, 
20 acres of wood, and 20 acres of furze and heath, with 
their appurtenances in Llansannan, Archwedlog, Cliwi- 
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bred, and Llys Aled,” and being desirous of barring all 
entails, etc., he executed a deed of settlement in September, 
1691, so that the property became vested in two of his 
sons as trustees. He had issue four sons, and two 
daughters. The eldest son, William, of Chwibren, was 
a party to a settlement in 1691, and held property in 
Llansannan and other parts of Denbighshire, and devised 
them to his brother Thomas. 

He seems to have been an ardent Royalist, as shown 
by the following letter written to the Aldermen of Den¬ 
bigh, on the occasion of the Restoration : — 

“To the worll. Aldermeu of ye Ancieute Towne aud Cor- 
poracon of Denbigh. 

“ Gentlemen,—I being a neighbour of yor Anciente Town and 
Corporation of Denbigh,—-although noe Burgess, understanding yt 
ye prepare a solemuitie against his Ma.ties Coronacou, do send unto 
you a XIs. peece, to drink his sacred Maiesties health, to the bur¬ 
gesses of yor Corporacou, ill what liquor you please, as far as it 
reacheth, aud pray you eccept a poore widowes mite. I am yor 
servaut, the servant of all men yt will pray for, and wish the long 
life, health, peaceable, prosperous Raigne uppon earth, blessed end 
and life everlasting unto Charles the second, king of Greate Brit- 
tayne, France, Ireland, aud Prince of Wales, etc., Deffender of the 
most Anciente Catlioticke aud Apostolicke faith. 

Penporchell, ye 23rd of Aprill, 1661. Will. Lloyd.” 

He died in June, 1701, aud was buried at Llansannan 
Parish Church on June 15th, 1701.* 

David and Robert, the third and fourth sons res¬ 
pectively of John, were trustees for their father in 
1691; the second son, Thomas, of Chwibren, succeeded to 
the estate on the death of his eldest brother, William, 
whose executor he was in 1701, and married Jane Roberts, 
by whom he had two sons and a daughter. Mr. John 
Davies, the antiquary aud genealogist, who lived at Llan- 
silin, in Denbighshire, left a statement that “ Lloyd of 


* See LlAiisaunau Registers, 
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Llansannan,” i.e., the above-mentioned Thomas, was 
descended from Hedd Molwynog. His eldest son, Robert, 
married in 1721 Gwen Parry, daughter of John Parry, of 
Hwlffordd, in the parish of Llansannan, Yeoman, and 
had a son, Thomas, and a daughter, Jane (born in 1721, 
and buried in Llansannan Church Fig. 9) on October 
16th, 1740). Thomas died in 1730, and his widow died 
in March, 1753, at Chwibren Isaf, leaving a Will dated 
February 6th, 1753. Their son, Thomas, of Chwibren, 
Yeoman, born in 1716, married (about 1739) Jane Davies; 
she died in March, 1758, and was buried at Llansannan 
(see Fig. 9). They had issue four children :— 

1. David, who died iu 1747, aged 5, and was buried at Llan- 
sauuan. 

2. Henry. 

3. Gwen, who became heiress to her brother Henry. 

4. Jane, an infant, who predeceased her sister. 

(See Table showing descent of the Lloyds of Chwibren, page 68). 

Their father, Thomas, predeceased his wife, dying 
in March, 1756, and was buried in Llansannan Church 
(see Fig. 9). The sou, Henry (of Chwibren Isaf), the last 
male issue, was (in 1753) reputed to be heir to the estate 
of Hendre, adjoining Chwibren. He was entitled to 
bear for arms (in right of his great-great-great-great- 
grandfather, William Lloyd, and of his descent from 
Hedd Molwynog) Sable a slag trippant argent attired or; 
in the centre chief point a mullet for cadency. He died, 
unmarried, in March, 1780, and was buried in Llansannan 
Church. The representation then devolved on his sister, 
Gwen Lloyd, of Chwibren Isaf, born 1740. 

The oldest record in the church of the Lloyds of Chwibren 
is a partly-defaced stone on the wall of the east end, which 
mentions Robert Lloyd of Whybren, who died in 1684, at the age 
of 73. There is a record in the Registers to this effect: “ Robert 
Lloyd was buried the 25 of 8ber [16] 84,'’ which seems to refer to 
the same person as on the stone iu the church. 
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DESCENT OF THE LLOYDS OF CHWIBREN FROM 
HEDD MOLWYNOG. 


Bleddyn=Angharad, daughter of Meredith from Llowarch Bran 
Vychan* | 

Bleddyu Lloyd=Evrys, daughter of Hwfa ap Iorwerth 

Cynfrig=Augharad, dau. of Robert Rp Iorwerth 

Griffith=Daughter of Cynfrig ap Robert 
of Bryn Gwylan j 

David=Daughter of Griffith Goch ap Ieuanap 
(younger son) | David 

Meredith=Morfydd, dau. of Howel ap Rees 
of Plas Isa', Llaugeruyw j Gethin from Owen Gwynedd 

| [elyn Vycliau 

David—Mailt, dau. and co-heiress of Griffith ap Madoc ap Llew 
ofLl’gernyw | from Ednyfed Fychau 

Ieuan=Lowry, dau. of Howel ap David ap Meyric Vychan 
of Llausannan, I of Nanney 
1546 I 

William—Catherine, dau. and co-heiress of David Lloyd 
of Llausannan I from Cynfrig Vychan 
(3rd son) I 

Thoinas=Jane, dau. of Thomas Vaughan of 
of Erw Gwyddel, I Paut Glas 
Llausannan | 

John=...... 

of Cliwibren (4th son) I 

1642 I 

Thomas=Jaue Roberts 
of Chwibren, Gent, | 

(2nd son), b'. 1665 | 

Robert=Gwen Parry 
of Chwibren Isaf, I m. 1715 
b. 1689 | 

Thomas=Jane Davies, 

b. 1716, ni. 1739,0b. Mch 15, [756 | ob. Mch, 1758, age 42 


'.ii I 

David, Henry, ©Wen^UjetUB "Rfce Jane, 

ob. 1747, o.s p. b. 1740, ob. infant 

age 5 1780 111.1748 c, 1758 


• Bleddyu Vychan of Llanfwrog, ap Bleddyu ap Alser ap Gwrgi ap. 
Hedd Molwynog, 
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Such then is the ancestry of 

The Rees Family of Llansannan. 


Owen Lloyd. 

The estate at one time included portions of the 
Hundreds of Archwedlog and Uwch Aled, but it had 
dwindled until, at the time that Gwen succeeded, it 
consisted of two farms, Chwibren and Rhydloyw, to¬ 
gether with a few houses, and a little land in Llansannan. 
Gwen was sent, as a girl, to a school in Chester, where 
she received a good education, but this did not unfit her 
for her future station in life, as she proved herself to be 
an active and stirring farm-wife. 

Her character is well illustrated by the following 
anecdote, related by her grandson, the Rev. William 
Rees. He and his brother, Henry, attended school at 
Llansannan, John Jones, a son of the well-known hymn- 
writer, Edward Maes-y-Plwm, being the schoolmaster :— 

One Friday afternoon, in winter, there was a heavy fall of 
snow, and about 9 p.m. the wind became very rough ; Gwen, the 
grand-mother of the two boys, became very anxious about them, 
fearing that they might have started for home that evening, and 
have lost their way in the snow. After the family at Chwibren had 
gone to sleep, away she went to Llansannan, accompanied only 
by her dog, through snow-drift and wind, a distance of 2 miles, and, 
crossing a bridge over the Aled (Fig. 20), reached the house of 
Robert Jones (Bryn-yr-Orsedd), where the boys lodged. About 
midnight a voice was heard at the door of the house, “ Robert 
Jones, are the boys here?'' "Yes,” he replied. 11 Keep them till 
someone comes to fetch them to-morrow.” She then started back 
at once for Chwibren. 


Henry Rice. 

In 1758, Gwen married Henry Rees (spelt “Rice" in 
the tablet in the church), an exciseman, formerly of 
Llandeilo Fawr, in Carmarthenshire. 

In the Llansannan Registers, Henry Rees (Rice) is described 
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as of the parish of Wenvoe, in the county of Glamorgan, The 
marriage was by licence from Thomas Jones, Surrogate, and was 
performed by John Evans, Curate. 

He was not an adopted member of any denomination, 
but attended regularly at Bryn Bugad, before the Calvin- 
istic Methodists chapel was built at Tan-y-Fron,* although 
he lived three miles off. He was short in stature, of a 
vigorous constitution, leading a blameless life, with a 
kindly but quick temper. This last characteristic is well 
illustrated by the following incident:— 

At Clwt-y-Cogor, about J-mile from the village, there was a 
small patch of waste ground, with a brook flowing close by. On 
one occasion, a prominent preacher was delivering a sermon on this 
spot on a week-day, and the foreman of the work which was then 
being carried on at Dyffryn Aled, and who was noted as a disturber 
of the peace, posted himself behind a hedge, and persisted in 
making fun of the proceedings. This aroused the wrath of 
Henry Rees, who jumped up and struck him, knocking the broad 
brimmed hat which he wore into the stream. The man went 
away, and was seen no more. 

Henry Rice died at Chwibren Isaf, in July, 1796, at 
the age of 78 (see Tablet in church, Fig. 9). His wife 
out-lived him seventeen years, dying in October, 1813, at 
the age of 73. 

Henry and Gwen Rees had five children : Thomas, 
William, Henry, Robert, and David. 

Thomas, the eldest, a farmer, married Gwen Lloyd, of Rhyd- 
loyw.t aud by her had five sons and two daughters. 

Thomas’ second son, David, married Anne Williams, and had 
one son, David. 

His fifth son, Isaac, was a prosperous farmer, and lived first 
at Penaled, Llausannan, and afterwards at Tan-y-Dderwen and 
Pendared respectively, in Llanelian parish. He married Anne 
Lloyd, and had four sons and four daughters (see Table B., pp. 78,79). 

His sons, John and Isaac, married Catherine aud Mary Jones 
respectively, of Ty Mawr, Llysfaen. The former had ten children 

* In 1774. he was a churchwarden, and signed the Terrier in conjunc¬ 
tion with his brother-in-law, Henry I«loyd, of Chwibren, Robert Burchinshaw, 
of Voel, and others. 

t See Tablets iu church (Pig. 9). He died 011 October 6th, 1848, at Chwi- 
breu Isaf, aud his Will was proved on November 7th, 1848, by his son, Thomas, 
his sole esecptor, 
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by liis first wife, Catherine Jones, one of bis daughters, Elizabeth, 
manying William Jones, the son of the well-known Jabez Jones 
(Dwdan), of Plas Llan, Llanelian. 

For a complete list of the descendants of Thomas and Isaac 
Rees, see Table B. 

Gwen, the elder sister of tlie above Isaac, married William 
Vaughan, son of David Vaughan, of Plas Isa, Llansannan, and had 
six children, the five sous leaving no children, and the only 
daughter, Anne, by her marriage with Robert Jones, in 1808, leaving 
seven sons and three daughters; most of the sons are dead, and 
the daughters, Jane and Mary Anne, married H. and W. Jones 
respectively. 

Returning to the children of Henry Rice— 

The third son, Henry, married Anne Roberts, who Is variously 
described as of Chwibren, Tyddyn Ucha’, and Llan. They had 
six sons and four daughters. Stiangely enough, the name David 
occurs three times, the two younger sons of that name dying 
young. 

Henry is said to have lived at Bodgynwch, near Llangernyw. 
The daughter, Jane, married R. Davies, of Llannefydd, and had 
a daughter, Anne Salome, who married Isaac Roberts, of Beidiog j 
they had several children (for full particulars see Table A). 

David Rees. 

But to David, the youugest son of Henry Rice, the 
greatest interest attaches, as by his marriage with Anne 
Williams, of Cefn Fforest, lie became father of the Rev. 
Henry Rees, and the Rev. William Rees (Gwilym Hir- 
aethog). In addition to the above, there were two sons and 
a daughter. The latter, Gwen, married T. Charles, and 
had two sons and eight daughters. The daughter, Gwen, 
who died in 1906, married a Mr. Roberts, and their son, 
T. J. Roberts, is still living in Liverpool. Thomas, the 
brother of the Rev. Henry Rees, seems to have lived for 
a long time as a farmer at Nant-y-Merddiu Ucha’, near 
the upper part of the Aled Valley, and had a large family. 
He was of a gentle and retiring disposition. 

David Rees (mentioned above) was born at Chwi¬ 
bren Isaf, 011 January 18th, 1774, and he and his wife 
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always lived with their mother, Gwen, first at Chwibren* 
Isaf (Fig. 21), and afterwards at Rhydloyw (Fig. 22), and all 
their children were brought up under their grandmother's 
roof. 


David was inclined to be low-spirited, but fortunately 
his wife was possessed of courage and determination. The 
following incidents are of interest as illustrating his 
character:— 

When the rumour was prevalent throughout the country that 
Napoleon Buonaparte was intending to attack England, David Rice 
was in continual fear of hearing that the French had captured 
London ; he could not eat, sleep, or talk. Again, as showing the 
change from fear to confidence, at the time of the famine in 1816. 
which affected this and surrounding countries, he suddenly seized 
a Bible, and read a portion of Scripture, then offered a prayer, 
which his son, William, records that “ those who had heard would 
never forget." He pleaded earnestly for the preservation of the 
country from being destroyed by the famine, which he regarded as 
a judgment. 

In his latter days he moved to Cae Du, the home of 
the celebrated William Salesbury. He died July 8th, 
1828, aud was buried in the Methodist Chapel burial place, 
and in the same grave as his wife, and two of his sons, 
David and Thomas. 

The old house of Chwibren Isaf was pulled down 
about 50 years ago, and no traces of it remains in the new 
one erected on the identical site, except the fire-place and 
kitchen with the oak mantel-shelf, which were left intact 
(Fig 23). Some of the out-buildings were spared, and 
among them a brewing-house (“darllaw-dy ”), which shows 
that the place was in former times of some importance.f 


• In the Tribal System of Wales, the word Quilbren occurs as the name 
of the present Chwibren. 

t See “Life of Heury Rees,” by Mias A. M. Davies, p. 8 (Messrs. Jarvis & 
Foster, Baugor, 1904). 




(Sett p. 69). Poxt-y-Nant Footbkiogk. Hy kind permission of tlie Davies Family of Trebortli. 











(Sre p. 72). Chwibken Isaf Ilv kind permission of tile Davies Family of 'lVebortb. 











(See p. 72). Rhydloyw. By kind permission of tlie Davies Family of 1 'ieborth. 

With Cae Du in the Distance. 
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The Rev. Henry Rees (Fig.n). 

The eldest son of David Rees,* of Chwibren Isaf, was 
born on February 15th, 1798. His father’s means were 
limited, and, during his early years, the son had to work 
on the farm, and, accompanied by his dog Tango, be used 
to attend his father’s sheep on thebanksof the Aled (Fig. 25). 
At eight yearsof age, he was taught Welsh by Rich. Davies, 
in a Welsh Day-School, held in the chapel at Tanyfron; 
this was one of the schools established by Thomas Charles 
of Bala. Henry, later on, attended an English School, 
opened by John Jones at Llansannan. In 1816, he went 
to work on a farm at Syrior, near Bettws Abergele, 
rented by the Rev. Thomas Jones, of Denbigh. In 1818, 
Thomas Jones left Syrior, and Henry took service under 
David Lloyd, of Cefn, in the neighbourhood, and preached 
his first sermon at Llanelian. In 1819, he attended a 
school for young men, at Abergele, conducted by the Rev. 
Thomas Lloyd. In the following year, he went to Shrews¬ 
bury, where he laid the foundation of his brilliant career 
as a preacher. He was ordained in 1827. On October 20th, 
1830, he married Mary Roberts. 

In 1836, he was asked to become Superintendent of 
the Calvinistic Methodist Churches at Liverpool; in 1839, 
he visited America, and, in 1864, he went to Brittany. He 
was not only a great preacher, but a judicious leader. He 
died at Benarth(Figs. 26 and 27), near Conway, on Feb. 18th, 
1869, and was buried in Llandysilio Churchyard (Fig. 28), 
Menai Bridge. His wife survived him by ten years, and after 
his death, lived at Treborth. They had four children, 
three of whom died young, and the youngest, Annie, 
married Mr. Richard Davies, M.P., Lord Lieutenant of 

* See "Notable Welshmen,” by the Rev, Mardy Reea, p. 300 (published 
Carnarvon, 1908) ; "The Presbyteriaii Church in Wales," by the Rev. Edward 
Griffiths ; " I,ife of Henry Rees," by Mis6 A. M. Davies. 
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Anglesey. The children of this marriage were:— 
(i) Mr. John Robert Davies, who married Grace E. 
Habershon, eldest daughter of Dr. S. O. Habershon, 
of London; they have two children, Gwladys Rees, 
who married Mr. Guy Fison, second son of Sir Frederick 
Fison, Bart., Sussex, and Richard Rees; (2) Mr. H. R. 
Davies; (3) Miss Catherine Davies; (4) Miss A. M. 
Davies, who married Dr. S. H. Habershon, of 88, Harley 
Street, London, and have three children : Cyril Bernard, 
Kenneth Rees, and Leonard Osborne ; (5) Edith Margaret, 
who married Mr. Russell Colmau, of Crown Point, 
Norwich, and have four children : Violet Rees, Geoffrey 
Russell Rees, Beryl Caroline Rees, and Alan Rees; (6) 
Beatrice Conway, who married Richard Hughes; and (7) 
Arthur Charles, who married Sisli M. Hampton, youngest 
daughter of Col. Hampton Lewis, of Heullys and Bodior. 
(See Table C., p. 80). 

The Rev. William Rees, D.D. 

(Gwilym Hiraethog). 

He was the fourth son of David Rees, and was born at 
Chwibren Isaf, on November 8th, 1802. He had few 
advantages in education, but he was able to read and write 
in English and Welsh. His youth was spent at home on the 
farm, ploughing, hedging, and watching the sheep. At 
the age of 33, he lost the use of his right eye, through 
Smallpox. He was married young (in 1824)* to Anne 
Edwards, of Waunddilen, near Nantyglyn, who proved an 
excellent wife, or, as he put it, “a wife more worthy of a 
biography than her husband.” Although his parents 
were Methodists, he joined the Independent Church at 
Llausannan in 1828. He began to preach in 1829, but it 

* He is mentioned rs haying lived at Penrhwylfa Bach, and this may 
have been between the time of his marriage and 1831, and the fact that he 
joined a church in Llausannan in 1828, seems to suggest that he lived in the 
vicinity at that time. His dan. Augharad was born (1827) at Penrhwylfa Bach. 
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was thought at first that he would not turn out a good 
preacher, but he soon improved, and was brought under 
the notice of the public by the famous Williams of Wern. 
He was ordained (in 1831) at Mostyn, where, by hard 
study and excellent preaching, he was invited (in 1837) 
to take the pastorate at Denbigh, and, in 1843, he succeeded 
Williams of Wern at Liverpool, where he reached the 
zenith of his influence and renown. I11 1875, he retired 
from the ministry, and settled down with his son, the Rev. 
Henry Rees, at Chester. He achieved great success as a 
prose - writer in his articles as editor of the Amserau 
("Times”), which paper was started by him. 

He was a “Chaired” Bard, and eventually proved 
himself to be the chief poet of the Principality. As a 
lecturer, he ranked first in time and merit, and as a 
historical preacher he was unsurpassed. He was also a 
noted hymn-writer. 

“Yr Hen Ffarmwr” ("The Old Farmer”) reveals his 
varied talents. He published “ Natural and Revealed 
Religion,” in 1839; Cofiant ("Memoir”) Williams o’r 
Wern, 1841 ; Caniadau Hiraethog (“ Songs of Hiraethog”), 
1855; Hebrews, Exposition of, 1865; Kokeleth (Sermons), 
1881. Two volumes of blank verse were published in 
1861 and 1867 respectively. 

Two American Universities conferred upon him the 
degree of D.D. He died on November 8th, 1883, and 
was buried at Smithdown Road Cemetery, Liverpool. 

Mr. Rees had three sons and five daughters (see Table 
D., p. 81). The eldest daughter, Anne, died unmarried. 
The secoud daughter, Angharad, died at Mostyn, Flint¬ 
shire, at the age of six, and was the subject of some tender 
and pathetic lines by Gwilym Hiraethog, found in the 
song “Adgofion Mebyd” (Recollections of Childhood and 
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Youth).* The third daughter, Winifred, married Mr. W. 
Evans, of Chester, and had eight children. The eldest son, 
Ebenezer, married Margaret Jones, daughter of Mr. 
William Jones, living at Bodunig, Llanrwst, and had 
issue five daughters and one son. 

Two of the daughters, Margaret and Anne, are now living at 
Blundelsands, the next two died young, and the youngest, Gwen 
(living at Bidston), married Mr. Frank White, the eldest son of Mr. 
John White, of Bradford, Yorks ; they have a son, John. The 
youngest child, William, married the eldest daughter of the above 
John White, and has two daughters and two sons. 

The remaining children were : Mary, David (both dead); 
Margaret, who married, firstly, William Roberts, of Port- 
madoc, and by him had three sons, and, secondly, A. 
Macdonald, and had by him two children (all the children 
are living in San Francisco); and Henry (Rev. H. Rees). 

Henry (Son ol William Rees). 

In an old document recently found by Mrs. Pierce, Criglas, 
Valley, there is the following record:—“Henry, son of 
William Rees, Independent Minister, Swan Lane, Denbigh, 
and Annie, formerly Edwards, his wife, born July 13th, 
1837, and baptized the 27th of the same month by the 
Rev. E. Williams, Denbigh.” This is interesting, as it 
supplies the missing date of his birth, and is in agreement 
with the fact that his father moved to Denbigh in 1837. 
In 1843, Henry moved with his parents to Liverpool, 
where he received his education at the Mechanics Institute, 
after completing which, he served in the Liverpool Cor¬ 
poration Offices as clerk, until 1857. It is generally 
believed that about the year 1853, he was induced by his 
friends to consider the desirability of his following in his 
father’s footsteps. He certainly had ample opportunities 
of developing his talents in this direction from the church, 
of which he was then a member. 

* See Collections, published by Messrs. Gee and Sou, Deubigh, 1855. 
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After leaving the Corporation Offices, he underwent a 
year’s preparatory work at the Queen’s College, connected 
with the Mechanics Institute, Liverpool. 

In 1859, we find him at the Theological College, at 
Aberhonddu, where he went through a full three years 
course. 

On July 7th, 1862, he was ordained pastor of the 
Congregational Church at Chester, at which place he 
remained till May, 1885, when he left to take charge of 
the Congregational Church at Bryngwran, Anglesey. He 
held this appointment until 1897, when, retiring from 
being in charge of any church, he settled at Valley, where 
he spent the latter years of his life, devoting his energies 
to preaching, and attending meetings held in North and 
South Wales, being everywhere in great demand. 

He twice visited the United States, in 1893, and 
subsequently in 1905; and in 1907, he formed one of a 
party which paid a visit to Palestine and Egypt. 

He married in 1863, Jane, daughter of Mr. John 
Roberts, of Pandy Cefucoch, near Llanfechell, Anglesey, a 
man of acknowledged literary ability in Welsh circles. 

Of this marriage there was issue five daughters, the eldest, 
Annie Ellen, married Mr, T. Davies-Jones, of Bryngwran, and now 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S.A., a veterinary surgeon with the Adams 
Express Co. and has issue one boy ; the second daughter, Angbarad, 
married firstly, Mr. William Roberts, of Pandy Treban, Bryngwran, 
and secondly, Mr. William Jones, of Cymunod Farm, Bryngwran; 
Jane married Mr. John Roberts, of Madog, Bryngwran, now of Cae 
Ddafydd, Llangefni, a brother of the Rev. D. L. Roberts, of Liver¬ 
pool, and has issue two children living. Gwen married Mr. James 
Williamson, Civil Engineer, Cambrian Railway, Oswestry, and has 
issue two children ; and Myfauwy married Mr. Robert 0 . Pierce, of 
Criglas Farm, Valley, Anglesey, and has four children. It is of 
interest to note that the last mentioned children make the sixth 
generation of the same family known to have been successively 
associated with the Homestead from father to son, all in their turn 
being tenants of the sauie family of landlords, and, with one ex¬ 
ception, they make the fifth generation known to have been born 
on the place in succession. 
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The Rev. H. Rees died at Valley on the 24th of 
February, 1908, and was buried in the parish churchyard 
of Llanfairyneubwll, near Valley. One of his closest 
friends was the late Sir Edward Anwyl. Sir Edward’s 
parents were members of his church at Chester, and the 
former’s early recollections of his one - time pastor 
(contributed by him in the form of a letter to the writer of 
Mr. Rees’ Memoir), bears testimony to the lasting influence 
which Mr. Rees wrought upon him. 


The following are brief accounts of other noteworthy 
persons connected with Llansannan :— 

The Rev. Edward Roberts (lorwerth Qian Aled). 

He was the son of the Rev. Peter Roberts, and was 
born January 5th, 1819. His father left him in his will 
a farmstead called Cefn Byr, Llansannan. Before he was 
20 years old, Edward Roberts was a prominent member 
of the Calvinistic Methodists, a popular lecturer, and a 
clever writer. He became a bard of good standing, and 
he was a great admirer of "Jams Owens y Ddol,” a 
noted character. This James Owen was born at Moel 
Gwilym, on March 12th, 1790, and died on March 3rd, 
1863. lorwerth Gian Aled was passionately fond of 
literature, and published upwards of thirty volumes, 
the best known of which is “Y Lienor Diwylliedig.” 
In 1840, he left the Calvinistic Methodists, and 
joined the Baptists, and before he was baptized, he 
delivered a trenchant reply to his opponents on the banks 
of the Aled. He was ordained pastor in 1842, went to 
Denbigh, Liverpool, and Rhymney in succession. He 
spent the last years of his life at Rhyl; he died on Feb¬ 
ruary 18th, 1867, aud was buried at Llansannan, for which 
place he always had a great affection. 




Fig. 2 5 - (See p. 73). I.wnsaknan. By kind permission of tlie Davies Family of Trebortb. 
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Edward Parry, of Bryn Bugad, 

was born, in 1723, at Llys Bycban, now known as 
Cefn Byr Ucha’. He was the first person in the district, 
before 1760, to receive preachers into his house. He was 
a brave man, zealous, and true to his belief, in face of the 
persecution so common at that time. His first sermon 
was preached at Petrual, a plot of ground near the 
smithy between Llansannan and LJangernyw. 

When he commenced, some roughs came along using bad 
language. Edward stood up with the Bible in his hand, and said 
it contained the law of the Lord, and the law of the King of 
England, and whoever broke this law would be liable to be punished ; 
thus the disturbance was quelled. 

It was here that Twm o’r Nant used to play his 
interludes. Edward Parry was a bard of some note, and 
composed some well-known hymns, for example :— 

Caned nef a daear lawr, 

Fe gaed flynon. 

He died about 1784, and Thomas Charles of Bala came 
to his funeral. 

Robert Roberts, of Bryn Bugad, 

one of the pupils of Edward Parry, was born, in 1755, at 
Cefn Forest. He married a step-daughter of Edward 
Parry, and went to live at Bryn Bugad. His mother was 
one of the first fruits of the Methodist revival. He had a 
good schooling in one of the free schools Griffith Jones 
of Llanddowror held in Llansannan. He worked hard for 
forty years at religious matters, and established a Sunday 
School in the district He died in 1825. 

John Llwyd, of Tan Rhiwiau, 

was another disciple of Edward Parry. Born in 1751, he 
began to preach in 1769, and preached for over fifty 
years. He was a witty man. He died at the age of 74 
years. 
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Peter Robert*, ot Llansannan, 

born at Bryn Anllech, in 1770, was ordained in 1815, at 
a time when there was no one in the county to administer 
the Sacrament, except Thomas Jones, of Denbigh, and 
J. Davies, of Nantglyn. Educated at Llanfairtalhaiarn, 
Peter Roberts became a good preacher, and w ? as instru¬ 
mental in starting the Methodists in Llansannan. It 
happened about this time that Thomas Jones, of Llan¬ 
gollen, was on his journey through Llansannan, and as 
there was no chapel for the Independents, he decided to 
preach in the parlour of the Red Lion. He had hardly 
given out his text, when someone in authority came in 
and turned him out, saying he had no right to preach 
except in a registered house. After that Peter Roberts 
invited him to come to his house, known as Ty Iorwerth, 
which was registered, and thus Thomas Jones was 
enabled to preach. Peter Roberts also helped the 
Baptists. He preached for 35 years, and died on April 
23rd, 1829, at the age of 58. 

Evan Wynne, 

the son of Robert Wynne and Jane, of Nant-y-Bleddyn, 
was born on April 27th, 1793. He was only an ordinary 
preacher, but was celebrated for his prayers. He died at 
the age of 80. 


Thomas Jones, Y Crown, 

born in 1781, was a blacksmith, and had two brothers, 
Robert and John, in the same trade. He married Jane 
Wynne, who kept the Crown, the widow of the late John 
Wynne, of Plas Madog ; he was very clever. He died at 
the age of 48, in 1823. His wife Jane (Jenny) Jones was 
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one of the first members of the Baptists, and was very 
hospitable to the ministers, She died in 1837, at the age 
of 63. They had four sons and two daughters (Robert, 
Thomas, Joseph, William, Harriet, and Jane). Robert 
was known as Robert Jones y Crown, where he lived till 
his death (born 1808, ob. May 19th, 1864). Thomas, 
known as Thomas Jones, of Rhydeidion Ganol, died at the 
age of 88 ; he was a Baptist and a strong character. 
William, born in 1814, commenced to preach with the 
Baptists in 1839; he became pastor of Llanfairtalhaiarn, 
Llangernyw, and of Llansannan in 1841. He preached 
three times and walked eleven miles each Sunday. In 
1848, he emigrated to America, and settled at Remsen 
Onida, near New York, preaching and blacksmithing. 

Robert Davies y Llyfrau 

(Robert Dovita tbe Bookseller). 

He was an eccentric character; he took to books, and 
studied the twenty-four metres in Welsh poetry, with which 
he was familiar. He was the means of getting William Rees 
to take to poetry. The old man would correct his poems, 
and sometimes scold him severely, revise his work, and tell 
him how to alter it, impressing upon him at the same time 
the necessity of sticking to his work. At the Aberhonddu 
(Brecon) Eisteddfod, in 1826, a prize was offered for an 
ode on the Battle of Trafalgar and the Death of Nelson. 
William Rees entered for it. He wrote an ode, and took it 
to Robert Davies, who criticised and corrected it for him. 
“ More powder,” said Robert, and, after various alterations 
and improvements, William Rees sent in his ode. Circum¬ 
stances did not allow William Rees to attend the Eistedd¬ 
fod, but he had a worthy representative in the person of 
Dr. W. O. Pugh, who came from Tan-y-Gyrt, in Nant- 
glyn. 
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“ Does anyone know such a man from Llansannan ?” 
asked the adjudicator, “Yes,” said Dr. Pugh, “I know 
Llansannan, but I do not know a poet of that name, but 
I will take the responsibiliy of taking the prize.” Dr. 
Pugh called a meeting, inviting Rees and several of the 
neighbouring bards, and delivered the prize to him, and 
congratulated him upon his first poetic victory. 

Robert Davies lived first at Gilfach Lwyd, about two 
miles from the village, on the road to Hiraethog Mountain. 
He afterwards came to live at the Old King’s Head, and 
made his living by selling books. He fetched them from 
Holywell or Denbigh, carried them as a pack on his back, 
and called upon various people on his route, whom he 
knew, and to whom he sold many volumes. 

The following ancient inscription is on the headstone 
of his grave :— 

Dr gilfach lwyd a gladdwyd Tach 
22, 1823, A’i wraig C. D. Chwe 
17, 1843, 90, A’u mhab R ab Ddd 
Chwe 16, 1848, yn 68 oed. 





Hknakth. Hv kind permission of tbe Davies Family of Treborth. 








Fig. 27. (See p 73). View from RknarTh. By kind permission of the Davies Family of Treborth. 
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VII. THE FAHILY OF BURCHINSHAW 

The Name. 

The following are a few of the various ways in which 
this name has been spelt:—Burcliinshaw, Byrchinsha, 
Byrchins, Burcliins, Byrcliiusliaw, Bircliinsliaw, Burchen- 
shaw, Burchenshagh, Burchinshow, Burchinshoo. These 
variations may be due to the too literal copying of the local 
pronunciation. It is said that some of the Burchinsliaw 
money is in Chancery, and that a claimant was non-suited 
because he did not spell his name in the way known to the 
officials. The spelling in the Registers, on tombstones, 
etc., is given as it occurs in each case, but the general 
spelling adopted by the writer is “Burchinsliaw,” that 
being the spelling used in the signatures to numerous 
original legal documents executed by Robert, Thomas, and 
Robert respectively. 

The Coming of the Burchinshaws to Wales. 

The Burchinshaws, together with the Wildings and 
Peakes, are the only names which have come down, to our 
recollection, of the “ English Colony of Caymerch ’’ (the 
Commote of Kaymergh, Keymergh, Cymmeirch or Ciu- 
merch), and these are no longer borne by residents in this 
Commote. The Burchinshaws, however, spread to Isaled, 
where they have long since ceased to be English, and 
where, at the present day, the name has actually died out, 
though there are many descendants in the female line. 
Originally, they are supposed by some to have been of 
Dutch origin, and later on to have come to Wales from 
Lancashire. 

In De Beckele’s Survey of the Castle and Lordship of 

B 
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Denbigh, written in Latin in 1334, there are several 
references to the Burchinshaws. This De Beckele was no 
doubt Hugh de Bockele, an Englishman, and a landowner 
in the township of “ Arquedelok ” (Archwedlog), in the 
parish of Llansannan. In the vicinity there is a farm 
named “ Plas Bwcle,” which may have been named after 
him.* 

The first reference is to a Thomas de Byrchensagh, 
who held by Charter, in the hamlets of “ Cader Cathus 
and Penmank,”f “13 acres, 1 rood of land, paying 
annually for the whole (in grosso) seven shillings and 
ninepence." 

Again, in Segroyt Park, “ Adam de Birchenshagh held 
land measuring 26 ac. 2 ro. 26 po. at a rental of 26s. 8d., 
and Adam de Birchenshagh, junior, held 10 acres at a 
rental of ios.J 

And again in a Decree of Oliver Cromwell, respecting 
the Charities of the Borough of Denbigh, signed July 13th, 
1665, by Speaker Lenthall, among the persons addressed 
was William Burchinshaw, who coutributed ,£5.^ Also, 
a Richard de Byrchynshawe with others rented the park 
of Lleweni (513 ac. 12 perches) from the Earl of Lancaster, 
at 125. an acre, for the sum of ^25 13s. o^d., and one 
mite annually.§ 

John Burchinshaw, the Abbot. 

The most illustrious member of the family in early 
days was John Burchinshaw, who was appointed by the 
Pope, on October 4th, 1493, Abbot of St. Werburg, 

* Records of Denbigh and its Lordship, by J. Williams, p, i. 
f Attached to the Township of Segroyt. 

J Records of Denbigh, p. 25. 

^ Ancient and Modern Denbigh, by J. Williams, pp. 245, 246. 

I Records of Denbigh, p. 187. 
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Chester.* He lived at Saighton Towers. He is con¬ 
sidered by Brown Willis to have been a native of Wales 
(Llansannan), as his name is now on an old bell at Conway 
Church, called the “ Byrchenshaw bell,”t but it is quite 
likely that this bell was brought to Wales at the time of 
the Dissolution. He held property at Conway ; he was 
wealthy, generous, talented and high-minded, but at the 
same time ambitious, and assumed archiepiscopal dignity, 
since, in 1516, a commission was issued from the Pope, 
authorising Thomas,\Cardinal of York, to hear and decide 
'aTaispufe between Geoffrey, Bishop of Litchfield, and John 
Burchenshagh, Abbot of Chester, as to the right of wearing 
the mitre and pall, and of carrying a crozier. An ode was 
written in his favour by Tudur Aled, of Llansannan, which 
is full of praise.J He was chaplain to Henry VII., may 
have held cauonries at Durham and Bath, and ecclesiastical 
preferments in Anglesea and Dwygyfylchi. He built the 
western porch, and probably the tower, of Chester Cathe¬ 
dral, laying the foundation stone in 1508. In the sixth 
year of Henry VIII., he had the royal licence to convert 
land in Huntingdonshire and elsewhere into parks, and he 
had a charter which gave him freedom of chase over all 
his lands in the county of Chester, excepting the King’s 
forests. 

In 1511, there was a bitter contention between the 
citizens and the Abbot, and he was removed from his 
Abbacy till 1530, but afterwards held it to his death in 
1537 ; he was buried in the Cathedral. 

Maurice Burchinshaw, and his Connection with 
the Pigots and Muttons. 

The next member of the family was a Maurice 

• Records of Denbigh, etc., p. 52. 
t See Heart of Northern Wales, pp. 302, 398. 

| This Ode is given in full in J. Williams’ Records of Denbigh, p. 47. 
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Burchinshaw. According to Lewis Dwn,* he was the son of 
Thomas Burchinshaw, of Llansannan and Tremerchion, 
and was born somewhere about 1490, as he is described as 
of Magdalene College, on 16th December, 15x1, taking his 
degree of B.C.L. on July 2nd, X515 ; he was appointed 
surmaster of St. Paul’s School in 1515, Precentor of 
Vaynol with prebend in St. Asaph, from 1538 to 1564, 
and Rector of Denbigh in 1543. 

He resided at Denbigh, as is shown by reference to a 
letter to Dr. Matthew Parker : “ Magister Mauritius 

Burchenosa, Presbyter, Artium Magister et Prebendarius 
de Vaynol, etc., et Rector de Denbigh, Residens et hos- 
pitalis ibidem.’’f 

He was also Canon of Wells, died in 1564, and was 
presumably buried at Wells.I Accordiug to Lewis Dwn :— 

Maurice’s son, Thomas, married a Miss Katherine Pigot, 
daughter and heiress of Richard Pigot Vychan (1564), and was vicar 
of Skeyriog, and parson of Ryw Dymerchion (Tremerchion). His 
arms were—1. Argent, a pegws passant Gules. 2. Pigot of Llan¬ 
sannan Quarterly (viz., Argent 3 pikes Sable between 6 treffbiles 
Gules). 

Lewis Dwn also states :— 

“ Hebeareth—1. Argent so many molets Gules about the Pegws 
Gules passant. 2. Pigot, viz., Argent 3 pikes Sable between 6 
trefloiles Gules. 3. William Packster.” 

On further reference to the pedigree given in Lewis 
Dwn, it will be seen that the sons of the above Thomas 
(son of Maurice), married into the family of Mutton (see 
Table A). A David Burchinshaw, of Denbigh, in 1549, 
released to Richard Middelton, the advowson of one 
comportion of the Sinecure Rectory of Llansannan. 

The Burchlnshaws of Llansannan. 

The Burchinshaws of Llansannan were good class 

• Lewis Dwn, pp. 300, 346. 
f Ancient and Modem Denbigh, p. 353. 

X Brown Willis, Vol, I„ p. i8g. Edited j8oj. 



Table A. THOMAS BURCHINSHAW of Llausannan and Tremeirchion. 

I 

Thomas Burchinshaw. 

Morris Burchinshaw (1543). 
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farmers, and owned the Voel, and other property near 
Llansannan ; Gwilym (William) Burchinshaw lived at 
Tai’n Voel, in the upper part of the village, and was 
made bard at the famous Caerwys Eisteddfod, in the 
reign of Elizabeth. 

There are numerous references to the family in the 
Registers at Llansannan, Llangernyw, Llanfairtalliaiarn, 
Gwytherin, Llannefydd, at the Probate Registry, St. Asaph, 
on tombstones in the churchyard at Llansannan, and also 
in the Cwtta Cyfarwydd, by Peter Roberts. 

From the last mentioned, it has been possible to con¬ 
struct the following short pedigree :— 

JOHN BYRCHINSHAWE OF ARLLOID 
buried March 3, 1630 


Thomas Byrchinshaw (gent.)—Katheriu Lloid, dau. of John 
m. Nov. 6, 1616 | Lloid, of Wickwer, gent. 

Edd. Burchinshawe of Eriviat J___ 

1 I I 

Moris Burchinshawe=Anue lohn=Ellen Huni- 
m. April 13, 1635 in. May phreys, al's 

24,1649 M rs - Risley, 
widow 

The John Lloid, of Wickwer, " Ye Recorder,” was a cousin of 
Peter Roberts, the author of the Cwtta Cyfarwydd. 

There are two examples, in the above, of marriages 
taking place in private houses : — 

Moris Burchinshaw was married to Aune Burchinshaw by 
Richard Williams, clerk, vicar of Llansannan, in the house of 
Thomas Burchinshaw in Arlloid. by licence, and John Burchin¬ 
shaw was married to Ellen Humphreys by Edward Evans, vicar and 
schoolmaster of St. Asaph, in the house of Thomas ap Hugh ap 
David.* 

Previous to the records in the Llansannan Registers, a David 
• See Cwtta Cyf»wydd, pp. 59, ijj, 140, 159, 194, 230, 
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Burcliinshaw, of Llansaunan, matriculated at Jesus College, Oxford, 
on July 2nd, 1675, at the age of 17, took his B.A. in 1679, M.A. in 
1683, and was appointed Rector of Lydford, Devon, in 1688, vicar of 
Salcouibe in 1701, Rector of Clyst, St. Lawrence, in 1702. His son, 
lohn, was born in 1700, matriculated at Wadham College, Oxford, 
in May 28th, 1718. and took his B.A. at Exeter College,in 1724, and 
his M.A. in 1725. 

It has been found impossible to construct a pedigree 
from the beginning of the 16th century to the present day, 
but as complete a list as possible has been made from the 
sources mentioned above, which will be found in Appendix 
I. This list, with a few exceptions, does not include the 
names that occur in the pedigree. 

John Byrchinsliaw with William Roberts were wit¬ 
nesses to a Deed, dated June 29th, 1723, in which David 
John Roberts, of Bodyfraen, in the parish of Llannefydd, 
gives to Robert Thomas, of Arllwyd, Llansannan, his son- 
in-law, in consideration of the payment by the latter of 5s., 
a cottage and garden, ways, waterways, &c., in Bodyfraen, 
in the parish of Llannefydd. It is a neatly-drawn little 
document, and has attached three 6d. stamps. It is of 
interest as being one of the earliest documents signed by a 
Burcliinshaw. 

A Leonard Burcliinshaw was living about the middle 
of the 17th century, as he had four children, the eldest of 
whom, Thomas, was born in 1667. Leonard seems to have 
died in 1691. In the Registers, the birth of a Robert 
Byrchiusha, the son of Thomas Byrchiusha* is recorded 
on May 15th, 1732. Is this the Thomas who was born in 
1667 ? and is this the Robert who married Margaret 
Vaughan? It is possible. If so, we have a complete 
descent from Leonard to the present day. See Table B. 

In any case, at the beginning of the 18th century, 
there was living a Robert Burcliinshaw, of Foel.f who 


* Thomas Burchiushaw was churchwarden on March 1 st, 1729-30. 
t Robert signed the Llansannan Terrier on July ioth, 1774. 
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married a Margaret Vaughan (see Pedigree, Table B). In 
the abstract of Title to the Foel and Cae Coed Estates, in 
the possession of Mr. Thomas Williams, of Llewesog, 
Denbigh, who has bought much of the Burchinshaw 
estate, the first entry in the schedule of deeds kept by the 
vendors is an Indenture* of date i and 2 August, 1753, 
between Robert Burchinshaw, grocer, of Abergele; Mar¬ 
garet Vaughan, spinster; Robert Wynne, Esq.; John 
Salusbury, gentleman ; Pierce Wynne, Esq.; John Lloyd, 
clerk;—being a settlement on the marriage of Robert 
Burchinshaw, of Eglwysfach, in the county of Denbigh, 
gentleman, and Jane, his wife, and Thomas Burchinshaw, 
also of Eglwysfach, gentleman (eldest son and heir 
apparent of the said Robert Burchinshaw) of the first part, 
Margaret Burchinshaw, of Foel, in the county of Denbigh, 
widow, of the second part, and Elizabeth Horne, of Foel, 
spinster (niece of Margaret Burchinshaw), of the third 
part. This deed recites that a marriage was about to take 
place between Thomas Burchinshaw and Elizabeth Horne, 
and, in consideration of this marriage, and of a sum of 
^500 (being the marriage portion of Elizabeth Home), to 
be paid by Margaret Burchinshaw, the widow, certain 
property was to be conveyed to trustees. The appoint¬ 
ment of trustees took place on 19th January, 1785, as shown 
by a deed between Margaret Burchinshaw (described as 
“widow and relict of Robert Burchinshaw, late of Foel, 
gentleman, deceased ”) and Robert Burchinshaw, Thomas 
Burchinshaw, and others. Lastly, there is a deed of 
conveyance (July 1st, 1785) between Robert Burchinshaw, 
of Eglwysfach (possibly the brother of Thomas), and Jane, 
his wife, of the first part, and Thomas Burchinshaw, and 
Elizabeth, his wife, of the second part. 


* The actual deed is in the possession of Mrs. J. J. Oeflert, of Liverpool. 
(See Appendix II). 
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It may here be mentioned that a Major Roberts 
married the heiress of the Hollands of Hendrefawr, and 
brought from London the once well-known ** Horne of 
Hendrefawr,” who married the daughter of Captain 
Vaughan, of Cemaes. The issue of this marriage was the 
above-mentioned Elizabeth Horne, and James Vaughan 
Horne, the celebrated Denbigh lawyer* There is a 
tombstone to the Vaughans of Cemaes, on the west wall 
of Llangernyw Church. 

By her will, dated March 17th, 1796, Margaret Burchinshaw 
(the wife of Robert above mentioned) bequeathed the property 
known as “ Garthmylog,” in the parish of Llanbedr, to her niece. 
Margaret Horne, Spinster, and also the sum of ,£1,000, as " a reward 
to my said niece Margaret Horne for the repeated services she did 
me, and for the kind attention bestowed upon me during my long 
indisposition." This will was witnessed by William Lloyd, Parish 
Clerk, Llansanuan, and Robert Lloyd, Labourer, Llansannan ; Ed. 
Oldfield, Clerk to Mr. Oldfield, Farm.f 

After the death of his wife, Thomas seems to have mar¬ 
ried again, as from a deed of Jan. 2nd, 1843, there is mention 
of an advance of £ too made to Robert Burchinshaw, his son, 
by Richard Roberts, of Denbigh, on the security of an 
annuity of £ 20 , charged on a farm, Cae Coed, in favour of 
the eldest son of the issue of the above Thomas. This 
annuity was only to arise in the case of the death of one 
of the parents, or of the survivor re-marrying; the mother 
is described as long ago dead. To this advance, the 
brother, Thomas (the younger), was a party. There do 
not seem to have been any children of this secoud marriage. 

By bis will, dated April 15th, 1840, Thomas Burchinshaw left 
all his real and personal property to his nephew, James Vaughan 
Horne, and his sou, John Burchinshaw, on trust, to sell and to pay 
the following legacies : To his daughter Elizabeth, wife of Benja¬ 
min Owen, £50 j to his son Thomas, £"200 ; to his daughter Mary, 


* See Ancient and Modern Denbigh, p. 205. 

f A true copy of this Will is in the possession of Mr. John Hughes, of 
High field Road, Colwyn Bay. 
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of Garthewiu, ,£50; to his grandson John Newell, ,£15 ; and to his 
eldest son Robert, only £ 5 , as he succeeded to certain real property 
entailed on him by his marriage settlement. The residue was to be 
paid in equal portons to his sons, John and Joseph, and to his 
daughters, Margaret (wife of Samuel Newell), Sarah (wife of 
William Hughes), Mary (wife of Hugh Roberts), and to his son, 
Thomas, on condition that the above legatees shall enter into a 
bond for £"300 for the yearly payments to his brother Joseph of £15, 
John Burchinshaw and J. V. Horne being executors. By a codicil 
of August 6th, 1840, he revokes that which relates to the devise of 
his real property at Conway to his eldest son, Robert. 

His will was proved on December 5th, 1848, by his daughter, 
Mary, wife of Hugh Roberts, of Twnan Ucha’, residuary legatee, 
James Vaughan Home having died. [^200]. * 

Of the first marriage there were four sons and five 
daughters. The eldest sou, Robert, married Jane Roberts, 
of Fedw, Llanrwst. He is described as a freehold farmer, 
and pre-deceased his wife by many years ; his wife, Jane ( 
in her later years, moved to the Red Lion, Llansannan, 
where she remained till her death, and was succeeded at 
this hostelry by the present tenant, Mrs. Jones. They had 
one son and four daughters. (See Table C.) 

The son, Rt. H. Vaughan, is a mining engineer, and has 
lived at Trefriw, Gwaenysgor, and now near Bettws-y- 
Coed; he married a Miss Lloyd Williams, and had four 
sous and two daughters ; all the sons have died. The 
elder daughter, Alice Jane, married Mr. S. Parry, Pres¬ 
tatyn, and had two daughters; the younger, Elizabeth 
Ellen, married Mr. H. Webb, station-master at St. Asaph. 

The eldest daughter of Robert Burchinshaw, Elizabeth 
Sarah, married Mr. William Jones, auctioneer, of the King’s 
Head, Llanrwst; their only child, a girl, died young, and 
Mr. Jones died about 1910. The second and fourth 
daughters of Robert are now living at Old Colwyn, and 
the third daughter, Anne Eliza, married (at Llandrillo 


* A true copy of this Will is in the possession of of Mr. John Hughes, of 
Highfield Road, Colwyn Bay. 
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Church) Hugh Hughes, of Pen-y-Groesffordd, Colwyn Bay. 
They had three sons and one daughter ; the second son, 
Robert, married Sarah, the daughter of Thomas Lewis 
Evans, of Ty’n-y-Wal, Llanelian, and has three children ; 
the daughter, Mary Jane, married Mr. J. J. Geffert, of 
Liverpool. 

Robert Burchinshaw, above-mentioned, inherited the 
Voel Estates, including (in Llansamian) the Red Lion, 
Canol Llan, Aled House, Cae Coed, Y Dd 61 , Bout, and 
Tyn’rardd, several cottages, and a house at Conway ; in 
1855, his reut-roll was j£ 86 . In the Registers, he is 
generally designated Esquire. 

Robert’s brother, Thomas (see Table B), is described 
as of Y Voel, and was the first husband of Margaret 
Wynne, of Plas Madoc, connected with the Wynnes of 
Plas-yn-Cornel. Thomas inherited Garth Maelog, in the 
Couway Valley, near Ro Wen, and Tanybryn, Llansamian; 
the latter he bought from Miss Wynne. He died in 1847,* 
and left one daughter, Elizabeth, who married Robert 
Williams, of Glanclwyd. They had two daughters, 
Eugenie and Louisa. Robert Williams died in 1884, but 
the mother and two daughters are still living in Top-y- 
Llan, Llansamian; Margaret Burchinshaw married, in 
1853, as her second husband, John Jones, schoolmaster of 
Llansamian and parish clerk, and by him had a son, R. 
Wyune Jones, who is living with his half-sister, Elizabeth, 
at Top-y-Llan ; he has won two prizes at the local Eis¬ 
teddfod on the history of his native village. The writer 
here wishes to take this opportunity of acknowledging 
the great assistance he has received from Mr. Wynne 
Jones in his investigations into the history of Llansannan. 

Margaret Wynne, the mother of R. Wynne Jones, was one of 
four sisters, the daughters of Peter Wynne, of Plas Madoc, and 


See Tombstone in churchyard. 
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Anne Williams, bis wife, of Hafod-y-Gog, and tbeir descent can be 
traced back to Peter Wynne, of Plas Madoc, and Plas-yn-Cornel, 
(whose Will was proved iu 1738), as shown by the subjoined 
Pedigree, 


PETER WYNNE of Plas Madoc and Plas-yn-Cornel 
(Will proved 1728 


Owen=Anne Vaughan 
b. Dec. 27, 1724 m. Dec. 21,1751 
ob. 1811 
(Moved to Bron Llan) 


Thomas Peter=Anne Margaret 

b. July 5, of Plas Williams, b. Sep.5, 

1756 Madoc, ofHafod-y- 1768 

b. Jan. 3,1758 Gog 


Anne Jane Catherine Elizabeth Mary 

b. Aug. 13, b. Mch 16, b. July 20, b. Ap. 23, b. Oct. 18, 
1795 1798 1800 1806 1809 


Thomas (I )=Margaret—(2J John Jones 
Burchinshaw g b. Aug. m. 1853 

m. 1843 f 13, 1815 


[From the Llansannan and Llanfair- 
talhaiarn Registers], 


John, the third son of Thomas Burchinshaw (senior), 
is often spoken of as of Dalar Bach and of Ivy House, 
and married Catherine Joues, of Twysog, Heullan, but 
left no children. The fourth son, Joseph (styled of Llan 
and of Twnau) married, in 1825, Jane Williams of Gwyth- 
erin (Table D). They lived a part of the time in the 
village, and also in Conway ; they had two sons, Thomas 


Jane 

b. Mch 7,1755 
ob. Ap. 10,1755 
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and Richard. By his marriage with Ellen Evans, Thomas 
had four sons and two daughters. Two of the sons, 
Joseph and Thomas, aud the daughter, Jane, are dead; 
Robert William and Richard are living, and also the 
daughter, Mary Jane, who married Mr. J. H. Camm, of 
Chester. 

Of the daughters of Thomas Burchinshaw (senior), 
(see Table B), Elizabeth married Benjamin Owen, 
a Baptist minister at Denbigh, and went to America; 
Margaret married Samuel Newell, and had one son; 
Mary married Hugh Roberts, of Twnan Ucha’, Llanelian; 
and Sarah married Wm. Hughes (Table E),who lived at and 
owned Ty Newydd, Llanelian.* Of this marriage there 
were three sons and a daughter. The eldest son, William, 
dying without children, left the farm to Sarah Owen, of 
Bryn Dansi, and £i yearly to the repairs of Llanelian 
churchyard; the youngest, Thomas, married Jane Hughes, 
of Gwytherin, and had issue three sons and two daughters. 
Of these, two are married, the elder daughter, Mary, 
marrying Isaac Jones, of Bryntirion, Llanelian, and the 
youngest, Sarah, being the wife of Arthur Jones, Trigfa, 
Llanelian. 

It will thus be seen that the long line of the family 
of Burchinshaw is nearly extinct, the only survivors in 
the male line being Robert Horne Vaughan Burchin¬ 
shaw, and Robert William (and children),f and Richard 
Dale, the last two being grandsons of Joseph Burchinshaw. 

The Voel property was bought by the Middeltons, 
who, about 40 years ago, sold it to the father of Mr. 
Thomas Williams, of Llewesog. Some of the Burchin¬ 
shaw family had property at Cerrig-y-Drudion. 

* Ty Newydd is in the parish of Llandrillo, but only just over the 
boundary from Llanelian. 

t From information just received, Robert William Burchinshaw has six 
sous aud three daughters living. 
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The following tombstones to: (i) Thomas and 
Elizabeth Burchinshaw; (2) Robert and Jane ; (3) Thomas 
and Margaret; and (4) John and Catherine, are in the 
churchyard. 

Enclosed in iron railings, to west of church :— 

In memory of 
Elizabeth, 

Wife of Thomas Burchinshaw, 
of Voel, in thia parish ; she died 
on the 1st day of May, 1836, 

Age 7*. 

Also 

Thomas Burchinshaw, 

Husband of the above-named, 

Who died Nov. 4th, 1846, 

Aged 91, 

He was beloved and respected 
by all who knew him. 

South of the church : — 

In affectionate remembrance of 
Robert Burchinshaw, Esq., Voel, Llansannan, who departed 
This life July 7th, 1855. aged 69 years. 

Also Jane Burchinshaw, the beloved wife of the above, 

Who departed this life June 9th, 1873, aged 62 years. 


In memory of 
Thomas Burchinshaw, 
of this village, 

Died July 3rd, 1847, 

Aged 60 years. 

Also 

Margaret, 

His wife, died Sept. 8tli, 1881, 
Aged 66 years. 

In memory of 
John Burchinshaw, Esq., 

Ivy House, buried Feb. 9th, 1847, 
Aged 57. 





(See p. 73). Llandysit.io Churchyard. By kind permission of the Davies Family of Trebortli. 
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“ Gwywodd y glaswelltyn, a’i flodeuyn a syrthiodd; eithr gair 
yr Arglwydd sydd yn aros yn dragywydd." 

Also of 

Catherine his wife, 

Who died 22nd of June, 1862, 

Aged 77. 

In Llanelian Churchyard, there are the following 
inscriptions (on Tombstones) to the family of William 
Hughes, of Ty Newydd, and of Thos. Lewis Evans, the 
father of Sarah Evans. To west of church:— 

Er Serchog Goffadwriaeth 
am 

William Hughes, 

Ty Newydd, Llanelian, 

Fu Tarw Tachwedd I4eg, 1905, 

Yn 75 mlwydd oed. 

Hefyd am 
Catherine Hughes, 

Gweddw yr uchod, 

Fu farw Medi 9fed, 1912, 

Yn 73 mlwydd oed. 

In memory of 
Elizabeth, 

daughter of William and Sarah Hughes, Ty Newydd, in the 
parish of Llandrillo-yn-Rhos. 

Who was interred April 2nd, 1830, Aged 11 months. 

Also 

Sarah, wife of the said William Hughes, 

Who was interred September 3rd, 1844, Aged 41. 

Also of 

the above-named William Hughes, 

Who died March 22nd, 1S68, Aged 73 years. 

To north of church:— 

In 

loving memory 
of 

Thomas Lewis Evans, 

Ty’n-y-Wal Villa, Llanelian, 

Who died March 27th, 1901, 

Aged 57 years. 

Also of 
Jane Evans, 

Wife of the above, 

Who died March 10th, 1902, 

Aged 65 years. 
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VIII. THE WYNNE FAillLY OF DYFFRYN 

ALED. 

Dyffryn Aled (Fig. 30), the seat of the late Mr. Piers 
Wynne York, was built by his mother Diana, the heiress 
of Piers Wynne, at great cost, on the left bank of the 
Aled, opposite the old house on the other side of the 
river. The Wynne family can trace their descent from 
Marchudd ap Cynan, Lord of Brynffanigl, near Bettws-yn- 
Rhos. Robert Wynne of Dyffryn Aled, who married 
Annesta, daughter of Ieuau Lloyd of Hafodunos, was one 
of a family of twelve, the children of Meredudd by his 
wife Anne, daughter of Robert Fychan of Henllan, and 
descended from Tudor of Berain. Meredudd was the son 
of Goronwy ap Griffith Gethin ap David Lloyd ap 
Ednyfed ap Tudur ap Dwywg ap Gwilym ap Rhys ap 
Edryd ap Jonathan ap Carwed ap Marchudd ap Cynan, 
Lord of Uwch Dulas, Abergele and Brynffanigl, chief of 
one of the Royal Tribes of Gwynedd. Griffith Gethin 
(above mentioned) married Alson, daughter and heiress 
of Jenkyn Pigot, one of the English families who followed 
Henry de Lacy, and settled at Plas Pigot, Denbigh. 
Among the other children of Meredudd may be men¬ 
tioned Alex, who married Phowk Middelton, and Elin, 
the wife of Thomas Burchinshaw. Robert’s son, Thomas, 
married (as his first wife) Catherine, daughter of Robert 
Wynne ap Cadwalader ap Maurice Gethin of Voelas. 
Thomas’s grandson, Thomas, who died on June 6th, 
1610, at Llausanuan, married Grace (daughter and 
heiress of John ap Robert Salusbury of Denbigh). His 
son Robert married Dorothy, daughter of Ffoulk Lloyd 
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of Hafodunos ; he died “ at his then dwelling house at 
Heskin, on Monday, in Passion Week, March 19th, 1637, 
having made his last Will and Testament on the Tuesday 
before.”* He was buried at Llansannan. His grandson, 
Thomas, by his marriage with Dorothy Wynne vch John 
Wynne was connected with the Wynnes of Melai and 
Maenan. His son, Robert, came to possession of Plas 
Newydd, Cefn, by his marriage with Elizabeth, heiress of 
Piers Ffoulkes of Plas Newydd. Robert’s son, Pierce, 
described as of Llanychan, married Miss Margaret Wynne 
of Garthewin,f sister to Robert Wynne who wrote the 
“ Diary of Robert Wynne of Garthewin.” Robert describes 
him as a “ a strictly honest man, a sincere friend, a loving 
husband, fond parent, and a good master to all his 
servants.” He was buried at Llansannan, and left only 
one daughter, Diana. Owen Holland of Conway, brother- 
in-law to Robert, was at the funeral. Diana married 
twice, her first husband being Ridgeway O. Meyrick, son 
of Lady Lucy Meyrick, by whom she had a son, born at 
Mr. Holland’s House at Conway. Robert Wynne 
remarks— 

“ Mrs. Meyrick’s son was fully christened the second day after 
he was born ; a new mode of christening, being private at Mrs. 
Holland’s. Not a soul invited;— Gossips Lady Londonderry, Dr. 
Meyrick, and Mrs. Holland. Name, Henry Ridgeway. 

The son died in infancy, his father dying a year 
before him in 1773. Diana’s second husband was Philip 
Yorke of Erddig; they were married at Llanrhaiadr by 
the Rev. Hugh Williams. 

• Cwtta Cyfarwydd, p. 178. 

t They were married at Uangernyw, and there are entries in the 
Llangernyw and Llanfairtalhaiam Registers to this effect. 

X See Diary of Robert Wynne; according to the Ll&ufairlalhaUrn 
Registers she was born at Garthewin. 
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“ Present at the ceremony were Miss B. Thomas, Robert 
Wynne, Owen Holland, and C. Hughes, the former acting as brides¬ 
maid, Mr. Wynne as father, and Mr. Holland as groomsman.” 

Philip Yorke was High Sheriff in 1786. Of this mar¬ 
riage there were several children ; the eldest, Diana, died 
at Rhyl, and the youngest, Charles, at Coed Accus, 
Denbigh. The eldest son, Pierce Wynne Yorke, was 
High Sheriff for Denbigh in 1817. His sister, Lucy 
Margaret, married a Dr. Cumming, and of this marriage 
there was a son, Brownlow Wynne. Returning to Pierce 
Wynne Yorke, he married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
Wm. Bulkeley Hughes of Plas Coch, Anglesey ; she died 
in 1873, at Wavertree. Their son, Pierce Wynne Yorke, 
was High Sheriff for Denbigh County in 1873, and mar¬ 
ried Lucy Penelope, eldest daughter of Sir Trevor 
Wheeler, Bart., of Leamington Hastings, County War¬ 
wick. Of this marriage there was no issue, and Lucy 
Penelope bequeathed the Dyffryn Aled estate in equal 
shares to her nephews, Pierce, Bulkeley, and John 
Assheton, the children of her sister-in-law, Lucy Marga¬ 
ret by her marriage with the Rev. A. B. Lodge. The 
second of the sons of this marriage assumed the name of 
Bulkeley Aneurin Wynne Yorke Wynne-Yorke. By his 
marriage with a Miss Crossby, there is a son, B. A. Wynne 
Yorke Wynne-Yorke, who is also married and has a son. 
The mansion of Dyffryn Aled has recently been sold to the 
Countess of Dundonald* 

The Pedigree of the family of Dyffryn Aled will be 
found on pages 112 and 113. 


* It is now used ms a detention camp for interned German Officers. 
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THE FAMIl/Y OF DYFFRYN ALED. 


ROBERT WYNNE=Annesta, d. of leuan Lloyd of 
of Dyffryn Aled I Hafodunos 

Catherine Wynne=(i) Thomas (2)=Catherine Thelwall 

Robert=Jane Lloyd, d. of Lewis Llovd, son of Sir 
Evan Lloyd of Bodidris. "H.S. Denbigh 
Co., 1583 

Thomas=Grace Salusbury 
ob. June 6,1610 | 

Robert=Dorothy Lloyd of Hafodunos, 
ob. March 15, 1637 I ob. May 18, 1619 


Robert=Susan Trevor Anne~=Ffoulk Roberts 

christ'd Dec. 1639 ob. Mch 1,1677 of Meriadog 

ob. May 30,1675 

Thomas=Dorothy Wynne of Melai and Maenan, 
m. March a6,1690 | b. Dec. 19, 1668 

Robert=Elizabeth Foulkes (heiress of Pierce 
(only son of Thomas) Foulkes of Plas Newydd), 
b. Feb. 9, 1691 ob. 1717, age 49 

Piers=Mrs. Marg. Wynne of Garthewin 
m. May 7, 1747 I 
ob. July so, 1766 

Ridgeway O. Meyrick (1)= D i a n a =(2) Philip Yorke of Erddig, 
b. 1736 b.Feb.15, b. 1743, 

m. April 1,1771 1748, m. Sept. 26,1782, 

ob. Feb. 2i, 1773 °b. Aug ob. Feb. 19,1804 

17, 1805. 


H. Ridgeway Meynck, 
b. Jan. 20, 1772, 
ob. Jan. 24, 1774 


[Continued on next page]. 



Fig. 29. (See p. 109). Dyffryn Aled. 

From Photo, kindly given by Mr. A. G. K. Hayter, London . 






Fig. 30. (See p. 89). Thk Kukchinshaw CoaT-of-Ahms. 

From Original kindly lent by Mr. J. J. Geffert, of Liverpool. 


This is an armorial display of a rather florid character, 
and does not follow the real old English way of blazoning 
arms. It may be outlined thusSilver, a galloping 
winged-horse surrounded by eight estoiles; over this is a 
coiled serpent crested-helm.— G.A.H. 
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Diana 

b.Sep.8,1783 
ob. Oc.28.1855 


Pierce Wynns 
Dyffryn Aled 
b.Aug. 7,1784 
ob. Feb. 9,1837 


=Elizabeth 
Hughes, 
b. 1794 b. Sep. 15, 
ob.Nov. 1785 
Q, 1873 


I 

Lucy=Dr.Cumming 
Margt, ' 


Brownlow Wynne, 
b. March 23,1815 


Charles Robert 

b. May 7,1789, b. Dec. 26, 1786 
ob. Aug. 8, 1853 ob. July 21,1854 


Pierce Wynne=Lucy Penelope Diana Elizabeth=Mr. Alex- 
b. Mch30,i826 Wheeler, b. July 24,1820 ander 

ob. 1893 b. 1826, 

m. Jan. 12,1854 
ob. Sep. 2, 1906 


Lucy Margaret—Rev. A. B. Lodge 
b.Sep. 14,1824 I 


Pierce Lodge A. Crosby=B. A. Yorke Lodge Rev. J. A. 

I (Bulkeley Wynne Yorke Brownlow 
Wynne-Yorke) Lodge 


Grace Cannings=Bulkeley Aneurin Wynne Yorke Wynne-Yorke 
m. Dec. 5,1912 | b. April 14,1889 

I 

Philip Wynne-Yorke 
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IX. SOnE GHOST STORIES OF 
LLANSANNAN. 

The unusual configuration of the Uansannan neigh¬ 
bourhood tends to the creation and transmission of folk 
tales and ghost stories, and especially so as the district is 
seldom visited by the ordinary traveller. It has been 
thought desirable to place on record a few examples of 
this peculiar literary industry. 

The Ohost of Dyffryn Aled. 

This ghost used to appear at different times of the 
uight, and in all shapes and forms. About half way to 
Dyffryn Aled are saw-mills, and at night, when people 
were passing, the ghost would appear as a tall, smart, 
young lady, and walk alongside without saying a word ; 
she would disappear as suddenly as she had appeared, but 
if two people were walking together, she would not 
appear. The usual time was from midnight to i a.m. 
Another form that the ghost assumed was that of the 
corpse of a dead man in a coffin, in the hall or in a certain 
room of Dyffryn Aled ; it was supposed to be the spirit of 
the old Squire, Pierce Wynn Yorke. 

Another version is the following :— 

A coach-aud-four used to start at midnight from 
Plas Newydd for the Plas (Dyffryn Aled). A driver 
in full livery sat on the box, and on the back seat the 
guard, blowing his horn ; lamps were lit, and the coach 
went at full speed past the saw-mill, Dol Las and Berllan, 
and so up the drive to the door of the Plas. Then, after a 
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short stay, the whole disappeared. The doctor, who, 
about twenty years ago, was in charge of Dyffryn Aled, 
told Dr. Ellis, the present rector, that he had seen the 
coach several times at the front door in the middle of the 
night! 


The Ghost of Pribwll. 

Looking from the Chwibren side of the valley of the 
Aled, people were often in the habit of seeing a wheel of 
fire rolling with great force down the slope from Pribwll, 
and disappearing at the bottom. The explanation is 
supposed to be as follows :—About a hundred years ago, 
there lived at Pribwll farm a man named Thomas; he was 
a cattle-dealer, and used to go to England to sell his cattle, 
and, as he was coming back one time with a large sum of 
money in his pocket, he suddenly disappeared. He was 
seen riding through the village on a white pony, and soon 
afterwards, the white pony was seen grazing in the fields 
of Pen Cefn Aled, but riderless. Thomas’s relatives 
concluded that the man had been killed for the sake of 
the money he had in his pocket, and that he had been 
buried in the bottom of the valley, where the wheel of fire 
stopped. 

A stone was to be seen in the old house of Pribwll, 
with spots of blood on it. Though it had been washed 
aud rubbed, no one could remove the blood. It was the 
colour of the stone that in the first instance gave rise to 
the tale. 


The Ghost of Bryn Llywelyn. 

Many years ago, there lived by himself, in this de¬ 
solate place, an old character, not quite compos mentis. He 
had no one to help him, except farm servants from the 
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farms on the other side of the valley; they used to tell 
him some tales that were not true, and he was simple 
enough to believe them. One very dark night, very 
stormy and the wind blowing hard, one of the servants of 
the Hendre, who lived on the other side of the glen, was 
coming back home, and had to pass through a very dark 
wood. There was a tale that a ghost used to appear in 
that wood, and the servant, as he approached the place, 
began to think of what he had told the old man, and 
seriously about the Judgement Day. Suddenly something 
went through him like a shudder, and he became nervous. 
Just then he heard a sound; his hair stood on end, and he 
began to walk a little faster, but the faster he walked, the 
greater the noise ; he then ran home as fast as he could. 
After he had opened the door, the people in the cottage 
were shocked to see him in such a state; he nearly fainted 
and said nothing. Suddenly, he put his hand in his 
pocket, and, to his surprise, he found the keys of the 
granary there, and that they were the cause of the noise. 

The Ghost of Nant-y-Chwil. 

Nant-y-Chwil is ou the border between Llanuefydd 
and Dlanfairtalhaiarn parishes. It is a dark glen, full of 
trees, and has a weird appearance in day-light, much more 
so at night. Along this desolate glen, old Shou William 
of Treflach used to pass very late at night, on his way 
home from Llanuefydd, having filled himself with some¬ 
thing stronger than water. At that time there was a 
great talk about the ghost of Nant-y-Chwil, and Nellie, 
the wife of Sh6n William, greatly hoped that this ghost 
would one night terrify him, so as to sober him a bit. 
After a while she thought that she would try to play a 
trick upon him, and make a kind of ghost. For that 
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purpose, when Sh6n had gone out for the day, she asked 
her brother, who at that time was a workman on the farm, 
to go down to Nant-y-Chwil at the time that her husband 
would be returning from Llannefydd. Her brother ac¬ 
cordingly went, and, covering himself with a white sheet, 
took up a good position so as to terrify Sh6n William. 
Just then the ghost heard the sound of the approach of 
Shon, and began to make a terrible noise. “ Holloa ! 
What are you, I wonder?” said Shon, going up to him, 
“ Are you a good ghost, or a bad ghost ? Tell me.” But 
the ghost never spoke a word. Said Sh&n, If you are a 
good ghost, you will never do me any harm, for the sake 
of my daughter, Shan ” (who was considered a very pious 
young woman), “ and if you are a bad ghost, you will not 
do me much harm, I reckon, I being a husband of your 
sister.” The man with the sheet, by this time, began to 
tremble and to run. Sh6n William then shouted, “ Now 
the black catches hold of the white, now the white catches 
hold of the black.” The supposed ghost thereupon ran 
home as fast as his legs could carry him. 
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PETITION 

SENT BY THE 

INHABITANTS OF LLANSANNAN, IN 1819, 

TO THE 

TWO HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 

The following particulars of a Petition sent by the 
Inhabitants of Llansannan, in 1829, to the two Houses of 
Parliament may be of interest:— 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Parish of 
Llansannan, in the County of Denbigh, held this day, the 
Church-warden of the Parish in the Chair, 

It was unanimously resolved that the Petition to the 
two Houses of Parliament submitted to this meeting be 
adopted. 

That the Right Hon. Lord Kenyon, having evinced 
his firm and uncompromising attachment to our Pro¬ 
testant Constitution, and being highly esteemed for the 
interest he at all times takes in the welfare of the 
Principality, be requested to present the Petition to the 
House of Lords ; and that F. R. West, Esq., Member for 
the Borough of Denbigh, be requested to present the 
Petition to the House of Commons. 

That a copy of the Petition be transmitted to Sir. W. 
W- Wynn, Member for the County, and that he be re¬ 
quested to give the prayer of it his support in Parliament. 

Copy of Petition. 

John Davies, Chairman, 

Llansannan, January 21st, 1829. 

To the Honourable the House of Commons of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled : 
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Shtwith That in hi* Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subject* the 
Ministers, Church-wardens, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of the 
Parish of Llansannan, in the County of Denbigh, are under pro¬ 
vidence sensibly alive to the unrivalled and transcendently impor¬ 
tant blessing of the British Constitution, the work of the experience 
of past ages as by Law established, and therefore cannot contemplate 
without alarm an approaching crisis in which the attempts of 
factions designing men will, if countenanced by our Senate, 
compromise the security of the Protestant Ascendancy, both in 
Church and State. 

We view with astonishment and indignation a power called 
into action unknown to the Law, and extrinsick to the Government, 
viz., a Catholic Association, which, by means of a rent diametrically 
opposes, and bids defiance to the Legislature of Great Britain. 

Independently of giving additional influence to a Reli¬ 
gion in direct contravention of the doctrines of the Sacred 
Volume, We request your Honourable House to be assured that 
we know not what statutes shall bind that invisible monster 
Mental Reservation accompanied with views of aggrandisement, 
and therefore are earnest suppliants at your hands that those 
Laws, the Palladium of our Constitution, may remain in full force 
for the perpetual protection of our latest posterity against the 
inroads of Catholick violence and unreasonable discontent With 
the utmost deference to your Honourable House. We venture to 
affirm that if our wisest statesmen feared to grant us a Favor what 
is now imperiously demanded as a Right, that the illegal and 
aggravated measures lately pursued in Ireland are of such 
menacing complexion as to render resistance to them in our 
opinion absolutely indispensable. 

We entirely approving of liberty of conscience in religious 
opinions and worship, nevertheless in this most momentous subject 
do most anxiously hope that your Honourable House will for 
reasons above stated, imperatively refuse any further concessions to 
members of the Romish persuasion. 

We are perfectly satisfied that further Indulgences will in all 
human probability neither alleviate the distress of, or ultimately 
benefit, our Sister Kingdom. 
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APPENDIX I. 


THE FAMILY OF BURCHINSHAW. 


EXTRACTS FROM VARIOUS REGISTERS, &c. 

C denotes "Cwtta Cyfarwydd,’* A.R. “St. Asaph Registers,” 
Llg. “ Llangernyw Registers.” 

1616 Tuesday, Nov. 6th, Thomas Byrchinshaw. gent, (sonne and 
heire app’ant of John Byrchinshaw of Arlloid, gent.), and 
one Katherin Lloid, daughter of John Lloid of Wickwer, 
gent., were married (Cwtta, p. 59). 

1630 Thursday, March 3rd, John Burchinshaw, gent, [of Arlloid], 

was buried. C. 

1631 Sunday, Feb. 26th, Leonard Burchinshay was buried at Rud- 

land Church. C. 

John Burchinshaw, Llansannan ; Will proved. A.R. 

1635 Monday, April 13th, Moris Burchinshawe (the younger), son 
and heir of Edd. Burchinshawe of Eriviat, and one Anne 
Burchinsha, daughter of Thomas Burchinshawe, was married 
in Thomas Burchinshawe his house in Arlloid, by Richard 
Williams, cl're vicar of Llansannan, a licence being first 
had, etc. C. 

1640 Wednesday, Feb. 17th, David ap William David and Jane 
Burchinshawe, widow, were married. C. 

1649 Thursday, May 24th, John Burchinshawe (son and heir 
apparant of Thomas Burchinshawe of Arlloid, gent.), and 
Ellen Humphreys al’s Mrs. Risley, widow, were married by 
Mr. Edward Evans, Vicar and Schoolmaster of St Asaph, 
iu the house of Thomas ap Hugh ap David in Vaynol, in 
the county of Fflint. 

1658 David Birchenshaw. 

1667 Feb. 21st, Catherine, dau. of John Burchinsha, buried. 

March 13th, Anne, dau. of Ambrose Burchinsha, born. 

1668 May 18th, Thomas, son of Edward Burchinsha, buried. 
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1669 Sept. 22nd, Thomas, son of John Burchinsha. Will. A.R. 

1670 July 19th, Margaret Bircheushaw, buried. 

Jau. 18th, Anne, dau. of Ambrose Burchensha, buried. 

Feb. 1st, Edward, son of Ambrose Burchensha, buried. 

Feb. 9th, Magdalene Lloyd, wife of Ambrose Burchensha, 
buried. 

1675 Jan 10th, William, son of Leonard Byrchinshaw, bapt. 

1680 Mary Burchinshaw. Will proved. A.R. 

1683 March 15th, Jane Burchinshaw, buried. 

1691 May 9th, Catherine Burchinshaw, buried. 

Oct. 9th, Leonard Burchinshaw, buried. 

1693 April 21 st & 23rd, Morris, son of John and Alice Burchinshaw, 

born, christened. 

1694 Aug. 31st & Sept. 2nd, Ambrose, son of John and Alice 

Burchinshaw, born, christened. 

Alice Birchinshaw, Cerrig-y-drudion. Will. A.R. 

1695 May 16th & 17th, Margaret, dau. of Robert and Catherine 

Birchinshaw, born, christened. 

April 9th, Mary, dau. of John Birchinshaw of Hendrenenig, 
bapt. 

1699 July 4th, Jane Burchinshaw of Hendrenenig, buried. 

Nov. 1st, John, the son of Robert Byrcbynshaw of Heudre- 
nenig, bapt. 

1700 Jan. 1st, Catherine, dau. of John Byrchynshaw, bapt. 

John, the son of David Bircheushaw of Lydford, Devon, bapt. 

1701 Jan. 20th, Maurice Byrchynsba of Arllwyd, buried. 

Feb. 17th, John Williams and Mary Burchinshaw, married. 
Oct. 1st, Edward, son of Robert Burchinshaw, bapt. 

1702 Sept. 8th, Ambrose Burchinshaw, St Asaph. Will proved. 

He bequeathed his property to his son William “by Mary 
Roberts, my last wife, whom he made executor” (St. Asaph 
Registers), the Rev. Mr. Daniel Price, Dean of St. Asaph, 
“ to be guardian and adviser of my last Will and Testament, 
during the minority of my daughter.” 

1704 Oct. 17th, Anne, dau. of Robert Byrchinsha of Hendre, 
yeoman, buried, K 
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1707 July 3rd, Richard, son of Robert Byrchinsha, born July 3rd, 
ob. Sept. 21st. 

1717 William Birchinshaw. Will proved. A.R. 

1720 Dem. Burch inshaw was one of the Wardens, and signed the 
Registers for that year. 

1723 June 29th, John Byrchinshaw was witness to a deed between 

David John Roberts of Bodyfraven, Llannefydd, and Robert 
Thomas, his son-in-law, of Arllwyd, Llansannan. 

Sept 8th, David Burchinshaw, son of Robert of Voel, bapt. 

1724 Oct. 10th, John Birchenshaw of Penybryn, was buried. Will 

proved Oct. 26th. A.R. 

1728 Mary, daughter of Robert Burchinshaw, bapt. 

1729 March 27th, Robert Byrchinshaw, buried. 

1730 Gulielmus Williams et Anna Byrchynshaw matrimomo con- 

juncti fuerunt. 

Maria, daughter of Robert Byrchinshaw, b. March 31st, ob. 
Aug. 8th. 

1731 Aug. 15th, Alice, daughter of Edward Burchinsha, bapt. 

1732 May 15th, Robert, son of Thomas Byrchinsha, bapt. 

1733 Dec. 4th, Thomas Byrchinsha, buried. 

Administration of the Will of Thomas Burchinshaw, late of 
Llansannan, was granted and commuted to Edward Bur¬ 
chinshaw and William Burchinshaw, being administrators 
to the deceased. A.R. 

1734 July 25th, Jane, daughter of Edward Burchinshaw de Voel, 

bapt. 

Dec. 14th, Ambrose Birchinshaw and Jane Lloyd, both of 
Llansannan, were married, (Llannefydd Reg.) 

1738 Feb. 9th, Alice Byrchinshaw of Arlloid, buried. 

1739 March 30th, Mrs. Byrchinsha, buried. 

1741 March 26th, William Burchins of Penaled, buried. 

May 22nd, Administration granted by William Burchinshaw to 
Edward Burchinshaw, brother, and next of kin. A.R. 

Oct. 24th, John, son of Edward Burchins of Voel, bapt 

1742 Dec, 10th, Elizabeth Birchenshaw of Voel, was buried. (Llan¬ 

nefydd Reg.) 
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*743 Jan. 17th, Robert, son of Mr. Birchenshaw of Plas Issa, bapt, 
Nov. 5th, Alice Birchenshaw of Voel, buried. 

1745 Sept. 7th, Grace, dau. of Mr. Burchenshaw of Arllwyd, buried. 

1747 March nth, Mr. Byrchinsha of Plas Issa, buried. 

Aug. 27th, John, son of Mr. Byrchinsha of Plas Issa, bapt. 

Dec. 7th, Ambrose Byrchinsha of Chwibren, buried. 

1748 Jan. 26th, Anne, dau. of Peter Roberts, Smith, and Elizabeth 

Burchinshaw, his wife, bapt. Llg. 

1750 Sept, nth, Richard, son of William Burchinshaw, and Jane, 

his wife; bapt. Sept, nth, buried Dec. 8th. Llg. 

1751 May 24th, Mary Byrchinsha of Chwibren, buried. 

1753 Aug. 1st & 2nd, marriage settlement of Robert Burchinshaw, 
Grocer, and Margaret Vaughan. 

Aug. 3rd, Robert Burchinshaw, gent., and Margaret Vaughan, 
spinster, were married by licence. Llg. 

Oct 17th, Margaret, daughter of David Burchinshaw, and 
Margaret, his wife, was baptized. (Llysfaen Registers.) 

1760 April 5th, Anne Birchenshaw of Chwibren, buried. 

1762 May 27th, Anne Birchenshaw of Waenfawr, buried. 

Oct 23rd, Edward Birchenshaw of Treflan, buried. 

1763 April 7th, Thomas Matthews, miner, and Alice Burchinshaw, 

both of Llansannan, married by licence. 

1768 Feb. 12th, Elizabeth Horne of Heudrefawr, was buried. Llg. 
March 30th, John Birchenshaw of Penaled, buried. 

1780 Aug. 4th, Margaret Burchinshaw of the parish of Corwen, 
buried. 

1785 Jan. 15th, Indenture between Robert Burchinshaw of Eglwys- 
fach, Jane, his wife, Thomas Burchinshaw of Eglwysfach, 
and Margaret Burchinshaw of the Voel, widow, and Eliza¬ 
beth Horne of the Voel, spinster. 

Oct. 18th, 19th, Indenture between Margaret Burchinshaw 
(widow), Robert and Thomas Burchinshaw, and others. 

July 1st and and, conveyance between Robert Burchinshaw 
and Jane, his wife, and Thomas Burchinshaw and Elizabeth, 
his wife. 

Jan. 5th, Thomas Burchinshaw, and Elizabeth Horne, both of 
this parish, were married by licence. 
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1787,-1788, Thomas Burchinshaw was Church-warden at Llangernyw, 
John Kyffin, Minister. (Llangernyw Registers.) 

1790 April 23rd, John, the son of Thomas Burchinshaw of Pen- 

trewern, and Elizabeth, his wife, baptized. (Llangernyw 
Registers.) 

1791 Alice Burchinshaw, Ty-y-Llwyn, buried. 

1792 June 24th, Joseph, son of Mr. Thomas Burchinshaw, by 

Elizabeth, his wife of Pentreweru, was baptized. Llg. Reg. 

1795 Feb. 18th, Richard, son of Mr. Thomas Burchinshaw of 
Pentreweru, and Elizabeth, his wife, was baptized. Llg. Reg. 

1801 May 16th, 24th, Jane, daughter of Mr. Thomas Burchinshaw, 
and Elizabeth, his wife (formerly Elizabeth Horne), Voel 
Hedog, born and baptized respectively. 

1819 April 30th, Alice Burchinshaw, Voel, buried, aged 90. 

1829 March nth, Elizabeth, dau. of Joseph and Anne Burchinshaw, 
of Cogor, labourer, were married. 

1836 May 13th, Elizabeth Byrchinshaw of Voel, buried ; adminis¬ 
tration granted to Thomas, her son and residuary legatee, 
May 20th. 

Aug. nth, Richard Burchinshaw of Voel, buried. 

1846 Nov. l6th, Mr. Thomas Burchinshaw, Voel, buried, aged 90; 

Will proved by James Vaughan Horne, May 15th, 1847. 

1847 July 8th, Thomas Burchinshaw, Llan, buried ; Will proved by 

Hugh Roberts, sole executor, on Dec. 5th, 1848. 

1848 Dec. 16th, Joseph Burchinshaw, Twnan, buried, aged 52. 

1855 July 12th, Robert Burchinshaw of Voel, Esq., buried, aged 55. 
His Will was proved by Price Morris, one of the executors, 
Oct. 13th. (/450) 

1862 June s6th, Catherine Burchinshaw, Dalar Bach, buried, aged 
76. Her Will was proved 4th October. 

1870 Nov. 25th, Sarah Burchinshaw, dau. of Robert Burchinshaw 
of the Red Lion, freehold farmer, married William Jones, 
Auctioneer, King's Head, Llaurwst 

1872 Oct, 26th, John Jones, Parish Clerk, buried, aged 66. 

1873 June 14th, Jane Burchinshaw, Red Lion Inn, buried, aged 62. 
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APPENDIX II. 


Among the numerous Deeds relating to the Burchin- 
shaw property at Llansannan, in the possession of Mrs. 
J. J. Geffert, of Liverpool, one of the earliest is of the 
date August 1st, 1753, and relates to the marriage 
settlement of Margaret Vaughan, who married Robert 
Burchinshaw on that date. As it contains references to 
much of the Burchinshaw property, the following sum¬ 
mary may be of interest:— 

" August ist, 1753. 

“ Robert Burchinshaw, Grocer, of Abergele; Margaret 
Vaughan, of Nant-y-Cemaes; Robert Wynne, of Garthewin, Esq.; 
and John Salusbury, of Bryu-y-Barkitt, Gent., in consideration of 
53. apiece to Robert Burchiushaw and Margaret Vaughan, which 
they acknowledge, Robert Burchiushaw bargains to aell to 
Robert Wynne and John Salusbury all that messuage and tenements 
and lands in Chwibren, in the parish of Llansannan, known as Cae 
Coed, and now in the occupation of Stephen Davies, and all the 
lands and messuages in Heudreuynydd, in the parish of Llansannan. 
commonly called Tyddyn-y-Voel, now or late in the occupation of 
Edward Burchinshaw,* all those messuages, tenements and lauds 
in the parish of Llansannan, called Wayn Vawr, and y Ddole, now 
or late in the occupation of Thomas Jones, Yeoman, and Thomas 
Jones, Smith, and all the tenements, messuages, cottages, quillets 
or parcels of ground and gardens in the parish of Llansannan, now 
or late in the several tenure of Thomas Williams, Drover; Robert 
David, Yeoman; William Lloyd, Butcher; Jane Burchinshaw, 
Widow; Thomas David, Cobler; and Jane Williams, Widow, 
together with out-houses, buildings, stables, gardens, orchards, 
meadows, pastures, water-courses, fishing-places, profits, etc., etc., 
or any part, or reputed part belonging to him, the said Robert 
Burchinshaw; and also she, the said Margaret Vaughan, for the 


* This msy be the Edward Burchinshaw (the son of a Robert Burchin¬ 
shaw), who was boru on Oct 1st, 1701, and who had a daughter Alice in 1731 
(Aug. 15th). In the St. Asaph Registers, he was with William Burchinshaw, 
oue of the Administrators of the Will of Thomas Burchinshaw, who died ou 
Dec, 4th, 1733. He had two other children, Jane (July 25th, 1734), described as 
tbe daughter of Edward Burchiushaw de Vocl, and John (born Oct. 24th, 1741). 
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consideration aforesaid, hath bargained and sold, and by these 
presents doth bargain and sell unto the said Robert Wynne and 
John Salusbury, all the messuages, tenements and lands, with 
appurtenances situate in the parish of Llanbedr, in the county of 
Carnarvon, commonly called by the name of Garth Maylog, now or 
late in the holding of Edward Hughes, as well as all and singular 
the houses, stables, etc., etc., or any part, belonging to the said 
Margaret Vaughan in the parish of Llanbedr, to have and to hold 
unto the said Robert Wynne and John Salusbury, their heirs, etc., 
from the day next before the date of these presents and during and 
unto the full end and term of one whole year from thence next 
ensuing and fully to be compleat and ended, yielding and paying 
therefore unto the said Robert Burchinshaw and Margaret Vaughan, 
their heirs, etc. on the last day of the said term, the rent of one 
peppercorn only if the same be lawfully demanded, to the intent 
and purpose, that by virtue of these presents and of the statute 
made for transferring these into possession they the said Robert 
Wynne and John Salusbury may be in the actual posaesion of all 
and singular the said premises with the appurtenances, and may be 
thereby euabled to take a grant of the reversion and inheritance 
thereof intended to them and their heirs in witness whereof the 
said parties to these presents have hereunto interchangeably set 
their hands and seals the year first above written.” 

ROBERT BURCHINSHAW, MARGARET VAUGHAN, 
in the presence of 

Mary Davies. 

John Kenrick, Cler. 

William Hughes, of Crikin, widower. 

Richard Vaughan. 

There is another Deed of date August 2nd, 1753, 
relating to the same matter, covering five imperial pages. 


APPENDIX IIa. 


BURCHINSHAW SHIELD. 

Simultaneously with the gorgeous architectural heraldry in 
the first half of the 16th century, there was in certain quarters an 
outbreak of elaborate arms which reached a climax in the de¬ 
gradation of heraldry to be seen in many arms and crests granted 
during the nineteenth century. The poor outline of the Burchin- 
shaw (?) arms may be referred to as an instance of inartistic fashion, 
but the shape of the shield is quite immaterial and of no heraldic 
significance. (G. A, H.) 
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APPENDIX III. 


A. denotes Administration ; W., Will; Llg., Llangemyw. 

The following is a list of persons, who lived at Llan- 
sannan, whose Wills were proved at St. Asaph or else¬ 
where, but whose names do not occur in the Llansaunan 
Registers:— 


1637 Evan ap John 
Thomas David 
x66o Rees ap Morris 

1661 Foulk Edwards 

1662 Robert Wynne 

1663 John ap John ap Evan 
Robert Parry 
Thomas John Tudor 

1665 Richard ap Rees ap Ivan 
David ap Edward 
Margaret vch Robert 

1666 Dorothy Lloyd 

1667 William Thomas 

Henry ap Johnap Meredith 

1671 David ap Rees 

1672 Foulk ap John ap Rees 

1674 William Thomas ap Hugh 
William Thomas 

1675 John Foulk ap Hugh 

1676 Hugh Jones 

1677 Henry John Price 

1678 Pierce Williams 
David John Wynne 

1679 William ap Richard 
Robert Parry 

1680 Hugh Parry 
Henry Richards 


1681 Margaret John 
Margaret vch Thomas 

1682 Evan ap William 
Foulk Jones 
Thomas David 

1683 Thomas Vaughan 
Henry Wynne 
Humphrey Williams 
William Pritchard 

1684 Foulk ap Thomas 
William Wynne 
William Simon 
Thomas ap Evan 

1685 William Griffith 

1686 Charles Jones 
Catherine vch Evan 
Edward Davies 
Robert Williams 
William ap Robert ap Ellis 

1687 Dula vch David 
Evan ap John Rees 
John Davies 

John Foulk 

1688 David Williams 
John Parry 

1689 John Thomas 
William Lewis 
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1690 Lowry Morgan 

1691 Alice Griffith 
Hugh Anwyl 

1693 Owen ap Richard 

1695 Elia vch Richard ap David 
Jane Griffith 

1697 Edward Jones 
Ellen Jones 
William Williams 

1700 Edward Owen 

1701 Catherine Parry, of Heslcyn 
William Lloyd 

1702 Evan Jones 

1706 Edward ap Richard 
Lowry Davies 
Richard ap Owen ap 

Edward 

1707 Lewis Evans 

1708 William Williams 
Robert Shone 
Alice Anwyl 

1709 Richard Lloyd 

1710 William David 
Morris de Pennant 

Allet 

1711 Thomas Davies 

1713 Robert Vaughan 

1730 June 2nd. (A) Robert LI 

Gwenne Parry vidue et r 


1715 Catherine Foulkes 

1718 Henry Jones 
Rees Roberts 

1719 William Hughes 
Jane Davies 

1720 Margaret vch Robert 
(Margaret Roberts vid. 

Thomas Davies, Treflacli) 
Robert Roberts 

1720 Evan ap Evan 
Edward Thomas 

1721 John Parry 
John Roberts 
Edward ap Reiglitnallt 

1722 Richard Evans 

1723 Margaret Salusbury 
Anne Foulkes 

1724 Robert Jones 

1725 Hugh Price, of Beidiog 

1726 John Griffith 
William ap Richard 
John Parry 

1727 Henry Jones 

1728 Peter Wynue 
Richard Davies 
Anne Lloyd 

1729 Edward Williams 

yd, of Chwibren, gent, defuncti 


1731 April 7th. (W) David H uglies super parochiae yeoman defunct; 
proved by Elizabeth vidua 


1732 May 14th. (W) Owen Wynue super yeoman by Peter Edward 

and William Evans, ezrs. 

Feb. 6th. (W) Humphrey Roberts, of Pen’rallt, yeontRn, by 
Luce Jones, widow. 

May 19th. (W) Richard Williams, Bron-y-Llan, by Robert 
Williams. 

1733 Dec. 7th. (W) John Lloyd, deceased, by Gwen Hughes. 

Dec. 18th. (W) Hugh David, late of Pennant Aled, yeoman, 
proved by Margaret Owen, executrix, of Coed Orros. 
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Dec. 20th. (A) Administration of all and aimiliar the goods of 
Thomas Burchinshaw, late of Llansannan, aforesaid, gentle¬ 
man, deceased, was granted and committed to Edward 
Burchinshaw and William Burchinshaw, legal adminis¬ 
trators of the deceased. 

Jan. 12th. (W) Peter Parry, of Treflach, yeoman, deceaaed, by 
Jane, daughter of-Roberts, widow. 

Dec. loth. (A) Thomas Hughes, of Ty-yn-y-Bryn, deceased, 
administration granted to Elizabeth Williams, widow. 

July 6th. (W) John Jones, of Arllwyd, by Jane Davies and 
Thomas Jones, executors, 

Feb. 17th. (A) John Pritchard, granted to Catherine Ffoulk.es 
during the minority of Mary, David, Catherine, and Jane 
Jones, children of the above. 

1735 Oct. 17th. (A) David Vaughan, to Anne Davies, otherwise 

Vaughan’ widow. 

Nov. 6th. (W) John Roberts, late of Rhydloyw, widow, 
deceased, proved by John Lloyd, son of the deceased, and 
only executor. 

Oct. 6th. (W) Evan Thomas, late of the Township of Chwi- 
bren, proved by Mary Hughes, widow and sole executrix. 

1736 Jan. 10th. (W) David Price, of Voyl Wilim, proved by Anne 

Morris, widow, only executrix. 

Sept. 27th. The nuncupative Will of Charles Williams, late of 
Archwedlog, in the parish aforesaid, yeoman, deceased, was 
proved by Wituesses, and administration of all and 
singular the goods, etc., was granted to Ellis Jones, the 
principal legatee in the said Will named, Inventory 
exhibited. 

May 17th. (A) of Edward Davies, late of Clwt-y-Ddafad Ddu, 
yeoman, granted to Margaret Edwards aud Elizabeth Ed¬ 
wards, daughters aud administrators. 

1737 Nov. nth. (A) Hugh Edwards, granted to Elizabeth Williams, 

widow. 

1738 Nov. 14th. (W) of Thomas Jones, of Bryn Adam, yeoman, 

proved by Jonnet Parry als. Jones, widow. 

1739 Jan. aist. (W) of Thomas Williams-Lewis, proved by Mary 

Roberta, widow of above; no inventory, but sworn under 
/20. 

Feb. 14th. Nuncupative Will of Mary Roberts, widow, admin¬ 
istration grauted to Agnes Price, wife of Foulk Williams, 
principal legatee ; aworu under 
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Sept. 5th. (A) of Jonet Kyffin, granted to Mary Williams, 
daughter. 

1740 Nov. 20th Nuncupative Will of Thomas Jones, late of Cwm, 

in the said parish, administration granted to Robert Thomas, 
a son of the deceased, no inventory, sworn under £20. 

1741 April 4th. (A) Thomas Joues, yeoman, to Jane Davies, widow. 

1742 May 4th. (A) William Jones, late of Cefn Byer, yeoman, to 

Catherine Jones, wife of Robert Evans, sister of deceased. 

Oct. 28th. Thomas Williams, of Llansannan, and Elizabeth 
Thomas of this parish were married by Licence. Llg. 

1743 (A) Elizabeth Hughes, iufant, to David Jones, lawful grand¬ 

father to the said infant, of the mother’s side and legal 
administrator; sworn under £20. 

April nth. John Evans, of Llansanuan, and Sarah Edwards 
were married by Licence from me, the Surrogate J. Kenrick. 
Llg. 

1745 Nov. 26th. (W) David Lloyd, of Archwedlog, to Gwen Lloyd, 

sister and sole executrix. 

Jan. 20th. William Lloyd, of Llansannan, and Sidney Lloyd 
of this parish were married. (Licence). Llg. 

1746 Feb. 2nd. (W) Lowry Williams, late of Liya Aled, to Maiy 

Edwards, daughter and sole executrix. 

1749 March 5th. (W) Charles Hughes by Ellen Thomas, widow of 

the testator and sole executrix. 

1750 Dec. 5th. John Vaughan, of Llansannan, and Margaret Hughes, 

of St. Asaph, were married. Llg. 

1760 Nov. 29th. (W) Robert Rowlands, late of Nant-y-Merthyn, 
yeoman, proved by John Roberts, son of above. 

1762 Nov. 9th. William Joues, of Treflach, yeoman, by Elizabeth 

Jones: under £20. 

1763 March 3rd. David Thomas, yeoman, by David Ffoulkes; uuder 

/ 3 - 

1766 May 8th. Evan Roberts, yeoman, by Margaret Roberts. 

1771 Dec. 12th. Thomas Lloyd, of Chwibren, gent., administration 
granted to Henry Lloyd, lawful son and next of kin, and 
legal administrator. 

1774 Sept. 30th. (A) Thomas Owen, of Plas Isa’, yeoman, granted 
to Harry Lloyd, yeoman, Trustee for the benefit of all the 
children of the deceased. 
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1776 Oct. 17th. (W) of John Davies, late of Beidiog, yeoman, de¬ 

ceased, proved by Anne Jones, wife of Robert Parry, yeoman, 
daughter of the deceased, and a legatee named therein, to 
whom letters of administration were granted for the benefit 
of the grand-children of the above testRtor during their 
minority, the executrix named in the said Will being dead in 
the life-time of the testator, and Robert Parry, one of the 
grand-children having renounced. 

1777 Dec. 29th. (W) Eleanor Williams, late of Llangerniew, widow, 

deceased, proved by Sarah Jones, spinster, grand-daughter, 
the executrix. 

1779 July 24th. (A) Robert Williams, carpenter; administration 
granted to John Williams, yeoman, nephew, and one of the 
next of kin. 

1783 Sept 25th. (A) John Williams, late of Chwibren, yeoman, 
deceased, intestate, administration granted to Robert Wil¬ 
liams, yeoman, natural son, lawful brother, and one of the 
next of kin of the said deceased. 

Oct. 30th. (W) Jonnet Lloyd, late of Llys, spinster, deceased ; 
proved by Anne Lloyd, widow, the natural and lawful 
mother of the deceased therein named, sole executrix. 

1785 Aug. 1st. (W) James Price, clerk, late Rector of Llansannan, 
deceased, proved by Mary Price, widow and relict, sole 
executrix. 

Aug. 29th. (W) Robert Evans, late of Pribwll, yeoman, 
deceased, proved by Peter Evans, yeoman, natural and law¬ 
ful brother of the deceased, sole executor. 

Oct. 5th. (A) Jonnet Davies, late wife of Henry Lloyd, mill¬ 
wright, deceased, was granted to Henry Lloyd. 

Oct. 14th. (A) Ellen Roberts, late of Bron-y-Llan, widow, 
deceased, intestate, granted to Anne, wife of David Wynne, 
farmer, natural and lawful daughter and next of kin to the 
said deceased. 

1788 Dec. 3rd. (A) Thomas Jones, yeoman, late of Scybor Newydd, 

deceased, lettersof administration granted to Thomas Roberts, 
lawful grandson, and principal legatee. 

1789 Sept. 9U1. (A) Grace Parry, late of Gerdden, spinster, intestate; 

letters granted to William, the natural, lawful, and only 
brother and next of kin. 

1790 Aug. 12th. (W) Evau Williams, late of Cae Gronw, yeoman, 

deceased, proved by Catherine Roberts, widow, and Thomas 
Williams, lawful sou. 

1796 Dec. 15th, (W) of Jonnet Williams, late of Penclogor, spinster, 
deceased, proved by Edward Jones, nephew. 
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1800 March 28th. (W) of Evan Edwards, deceased, proved by 

Modlen Edwards, widow, 

1801 Nov. 3rd. (A) John Roberts, late of Gian Aled, intestate ; letters 

granted to Mary Roberts, lawful widow. 

180a July 3rd. (A) William Davies, late of Pennant, labourer, de¬ 
ceased, intestate; letters granted to Edmund Davies, son of 
above. 

1803 March 3rd. (A) Edward Evans, miner, intestate; letters granted 
to Jane Evans, widow. 

1806 June 10th, (A) Richard Jones, of Deynant, Esq., deceased, 

intestate; letters granted to Roderick Jones, brother. 

Aug. 6th. (W) Hugh Jones, of Cogor, proved by Mary Jones, 
widow. 

1807 March 2nd. (WJ Catherine Williams, late of Pengwern, widow, 

proved by Robert Williams, son. 

1810 Jan. 3rd. (W) David Wynne, of Cefn, proved by Anne Wynne, 

widow, and sole executrix. 

March. (W) Owen Davies of Nant-y-gorlan, by Anne Davies, 
widow. 

June 23rd. (A) Richard Roberts, late of Beidiog, to Catherine 
his wife. 

Oct. nth. (A) Peter Evans, late of Cwr Bach, to Mary Evans, 
widow. 

Dec. 29. (W) Thonjas Hughes, of Cwt y Ddafad Ddu, fanner, 
deceased, proved by Elizabeth Hughes, widow, and Evan 
Hughes, son, joint executors. 

1811 Jan. 25th. (W) Mary Roberts, of Llan, by Mary Rees, sole 

executrix. 

1812 March 13th. Aune Williams, of Gwern Elwy, widow, by 

Robert Williams, son, 

1813 June 2nd. (A) Hugh Davies, to Thomas Davies, son. 

Dec. 24th. (WJ of Gwen Rees, by Thomas Rees, son. 

1814 Jan. 1st. (W) Thomas Price, Rhydeidion, farmer, by Mary 

Price, sole executrix. 

Reference to Llansannan in Llannefydd Registers. 

1725 Jan. 6tli. Edward Davies, of Llansannan, and Anne Jones, of 

this parish, were married. 

1726 Dec. nth. Margaret Parry, ye wife of Edd. Davies, of ye 

parish of Llansannan, was buried. 

1727 Oct. nth. Richard, son of Edward Davies, of Llansannan, was 

buried. 

1728 Nov. 7th. Johu Prees, of the Township of Treflach, in Llan¬ 

sannan, was buried. 
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1730 Aug. 23rd. Richard Hughes, of Llansannan, and Mary 

Williams, were married by licence. 

1731 Oct 4th. John Williams and Ellin Salusbury were married 

at Llanfairtalhaiam. 

Dec. 24th. William Davies, of Llansannan, and Anne Evans, 
were married. 

1732 Aug. 26th. John Ellis, of Llansannan, widower, and Catherine 

Roberts, widow, were married by licence. 

1735 June 26th. William, son of John Ellis, smith at Rhyd-yr-Arian, 
near Llansannan, and Catherine Roberts, his wife, were 
baptized. 

Sept. 3rd. Mary Parry, wife of John Lloyd, of Llansannan, 
buried. 

1739 April 15th, Eleanor, daughter of Owen Jones, of Ireland, in 
the parish of Llansannan, and Anne his wife, were baptized. 

1752 Aug. 9th. Margaret, the daughter of Peter Roberts, smith of 
Gellhelig, and Elizabeth his wife, baptized. 

1794 April 6th. Catherine, daughter of Peter Wynne, of Bodrhial 
(Petrual), by Anne his wife, was christened. 

1794 June 1st. Robert, son of Robert Wynne, of Bodrhial, bapt. 

From “ CWTTA CYFARWYDD.” 

1624 July 23rd. On Friday, July 23rd, Thomas Lloid, son and heire 
of W'm ap Ieu’n Lloid, gent., deceased, was buried, p. 102 

1628 June 15th. Katherine Ffoulke ap Rob’t, wief of John ap Will’m 
ap Rob’t, of Hendre Newydd, was buried [at Llansannan]. 

1633 May nth. On Saturday, May 1 ith. . . the wief of William 

Salusbury [? of Llewesog] was buried at Llanrhayader, 
(my Lord Bishop of St. Asaph, and Ellen, his wief, being the 
deceadent’s sister and div’s others being then there present), 
p. 148. 

1637 March 19th. Upon Monday in Passion Week, being the 19th 
day of March, Robert Wynne, Esq., [having departed out of 
this life upon Friday last at bis then dwelling-house at 
Heskin, and having made his Will upon the Tuesday before), 
was buried at Llansannan. p. 178 

1639 On . . . day of December. Rob’t Wynne (son and heire of 
Robert Wynne, son and heire of Thomas Wynne, deceased), 
son and heire of Rob’t Wynne, deceased, son and heire of 
Tho's Wynne, deceased, was christened. 

1644 April 1st. On Monday, April 1st., Thomas Salusbury, son and 
heire app’ant of John Salusbury, of Plas Issa, and Jane 
Ffoulke, (?) daughter of Humphrey Ffoulke, were ma’ied at 
Eglwysfach, by Edd, Tho; clerk vicar there, p. 211. 
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A 

Archwedlog, 19 
Aled, Dyffryn, 109-113 
Aled House, 17 
Aled, Llyn, 9, 11, 12 

B 


Baptists, The, 44 
Beckele, de, 89, 90 
Bell, Church, 38 
Benarth, 73 
Bettws Abergele, 73 
Bleddyn Llwyd, 19 
Bodgynwch, 71 
Bodrochwyn, Mynydd, 12 
Bont, Y, 16 

Brew House, The Old, 16 
Bridge, The New, 16 
Bryn Anllech, 86 
Bryn Bugad, 70, 85 
Brynffanigl, 109 
Bryngwran, 83 

Bryn Llewelyn, Ghost of, 115 
Bryn Pandv, 35 
Bryn Pwyth, 18 
Bryn-yr-Orsedd, 18, 69 
Bwcle, Plas, 90 
Bwrdd Arthur, 20 
Burchinshaws of Llansannan, 
92-108; Tombs, 104, 105 
Burchinshaw, The Abbot, 90, 91; 
Arms, 92; Bell, 91 ; the Com¬ 
ing into Wales, 89; the Name, 
89 

Burchinshaw, John of Dalar 
Bach, 102 ; John, Deed, 95 ; 
John of Arlloid, 94; Leonard, 
95, 96; Margaret, Will of, 99; 
Maurice, 91, 92; Robert, 99, 


100,101,106; Robert and Mar¬ 
garet, Deed of Settlement, 125, 
126; Sarah, 108; Thomas of 
Llansannan and Tremerchion, 
93; Thomas, 96, 97, 99, 100, 
103; Thomas (the younger), 
101; Various references, 120-24 

C 

Cae Bach, 13 
Cae Du, 51, 55-58 
Caerdre, 37 
Canol-y-Llan, 15 
Capel Rhiw, 16 
Castle, The, 17 
Caymerch, 89 
Cefn Byr, 84 Uchaf, 85 
Cefn Fforest, 71 

Chapel of the Independents, 16, 
45 ; —Wesleyan, 16 
Chwareufa Wen, 19 
Chatterbox Castle, 17 
Christmas Evans, 18 
Church, The, 21-31; Burial 
Ground, 32 : Churchwardens’ 
Seat, 23; Communion Cup, 
23 ; Glebe House, 38 ; Memo¬ 
rial Tablets, 25-31 ; Plan, 21; 
Pulpit, 23; Rectors, 31; Sir 
Stephen Glynne, on, 22 ; 
Stained-Glass Windows, 23-25 
Chwibren Isaf, 67, 69, 70; Old 
House, 72 
Clwt Cogor, 19 
Congregationalists, 39, 45 
Copper Mines, 17 
Cornel, The, 18 
Creiniog, Llyn, 18 
Crown, The, 20 
Cwtta Cyfarwydd, 94 
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O 

Dafydd ap Edmund, 47 
Davies, Bishop Rich., 52 ; Rich¬ 
ard, 73 ; Robert, 15, 87, 88 
Dol-y-Saint, 38 

Dyffryn Aled, 70 ; Ghost of, 114; 
Old, 20; Vault, 22; Wynne 
Family of, 65, 109-113 

E 

Eisteddfod, Caerwys, 47, 48, 94 

F 

Fach, Y, 17 

Family Names, extinct, 36 
Fedw, Llanrwst, too 
Ffordd Las, 9 

G 

Garth Geri, 59 
Garthmaelog, 101 
Garthmylog, 99 
Gellhelig, 10 
Ghost Stories, 114-117 
Gilfach Lwyd, 88 
Gian Aled, 12, 38 
Glebe House, The, 37, 38 
Gruffydd Hiraethog, 48 
Gwen Lloyd, 67, 69 
Gwilym Hiraethog, 19 
Gwylmabsant, 15 

H 

Hafodunos, 19, 64 
Halliwell, 11 
Hand, The, 12 

Hedd Molwynog, 19, 64, 65, 67 
Hendrefawr, Elizabeth Horne 
of, 99; the Hornes of, 99 ; the 
Hollands of, 99 
Hendre Llan, 18 
Henllan, 9, 10, 13 
Henllys, 84 

Holly Bush Tavern, The, 17 


Ieuan Brydydd Hir, 20 
Independents. The, 45 
Iorwerth Gian Aled, 84 


J 

James Owen, 84 
Jones, Jabez, 71; John, School¬ 
master, 101 ; R. Wynne, lot; 
Thomas, 86 

K 

King’s Head, The, 14 
Kyffin, Maurice, 61 

L 

Lead Mines, 17 
Lenthall, Speaker, 90 
Liber Landavensis, 53 
Literary Associations, 46-63 
Llandysilio, 73 

Llanelian, 73 ; Tombstone*, 105 
Llanfairtalhaiarn, n 
Llangernyw, 10 

Llansannan, Monument, 55 ; In¬ 
habitants not in the Registers, 
127-133 

Lletty’r Eos, 17 

Lloyds of Chwibren, 67 ; of Pen- 
porchell, 66 
Lloyds, Pedigree of, 68 
Lloyds of Llansannan, 64-67 
Llyn Oror, 19 
Llyn-yr-Ogof, 19 
Llys Aled, 66 
Llys Bychan, 85 
Llys-yr-Hedydd, 18 
Llwyd, John, 85 

M 

Mail Coach Route, 9, 10 
Methodists, Burial Ground, 39 ; 
Calvinistic, 39; Monuments. 

40-43 

Middeltons, 103 
Middelton’s Psalms, 63 
Middelton, William, 37, 64 

N 

Names, Extinct Family, 36 
Names, Place, 36 
Nant Bleddyn, 19 
Nant-y-Chwil, Ghost of, 116, 117 
Nant-y-Merddin Uchaf, 71 
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Nant-y-Terfyn, 11 
Nant-y-Plwm, 17, 35 

P 

Parry, Edward, 85 
Pen Isa’r Llan, 17 
Penporchell, 66 
Pen Rhiw, 18 
Penrhwylfa Bach, 19 
Pen-y-Banc, 58-61 
Petition to Parliament, n8,119 
Pigots, 91, 92 
Place-Names, 37 
Plas Isaf, 14, 71 
Plas Isaf, Llanrwst, 51 
Plas Madoc, 53, 86 
Plas Meredydd, 20 
Plas Newydd, 20 
Plas Uchaf, 13 
Plas-yn-Cornel, 14,101 
Plas-yn-Trovarth, 10 
Pont Swch, 19 
Pont-y-Gwyddel, 9, II, 12 
Pribwll, Ghost of, 115 
Psalms, Translation of, 61 
Pugh, Rev. John, 23 

R 

Red Lion, 15, 101 
Rees, David, 71; Children of, 71 
Rees Family of L'sannan, 69-84 
Rees, Henry, 39, 69; Children 
of, 74 ; Life of. 73; Pedigree, 80 
Rees, Henry, son of William, 
Children, 83 ; Life of, 82, 83 ; 
Pedigree, 81 

Rees,Thomas, of Rhydloyw, 78-9 
Rees, William, 39, 69; Children 
of, 74, 75,; Life and Works of, 
74, 75 ; Pedigree, 81 
Registers, Parish, 32-36 
Rhydloyw, 69, 72 
Rhyd-yr-Arian, 13 
Rhyd-yr-Eirin, 20 
Rice, Henry, 69-71; Children, 
70, 71; Pedigree, 76, 77 
Road, Old, 17 

Roberts, Edward, 84; Peter, 86; 
Robert, 85 

S 

St. Asaph Monument, 54, 55 


St. George, 11 
St. Sannan, 13 
St. Winifred, 48 

Salusbury, entries in Register, 
54; Ffoulk, 49; John, 18,54; 
origin of Name, 49; Pedigree 
of, 50 ; S. Powell, 54 ; Robert, 
49 r 53 : Sir Thomas’ Letter, 
61-63; William, 49-61, Books, 
52 ; Bond, 53 
Sannan’s Cell, 14 
Sannan, Tyddyn, 13 ; Voel, 13 
Saracen’s Head, 14 
Segroit, 90 
Shon Powel, 20 
Shon Pyrs, 18 
Sieve-making, 35 
Syrior, 73 

T 

Tan Rhiwiau, 85 
Tan-y-Fron, 39 
Tan-y-Fynwent, 16 
Tan-y-Gyrt, 87 
Terriers, 37, 38 
Treborth, 73 
Tudur Aled, 47 
Twm-y-Nant, 85 
Twr Celyn, 17 
Ty Coch, 19 
Tyddyn Sannan, 13 
Ty Mawr, Llysfaen, 70 
Ty Newydd, 105 
Ty’n-y-Wal Villa, 105 
Ty Iorwerth, 86 

V 

Vaughan, David, 71; Marg., 98 
Voel, 101, 103 , Voel, Tai’n, 94 

W 

Wern Fach, 12 
William Llwyd’s Bam, 18 
Williams of Wern, 75 
Williams, Thomas, Llewesog, 
98, 103 

Wynne, Evan, 86; Jane, 86; 
John, 86; Margaret, 101-102; 
Sir John, 61 

Wynne Family of Dyffryn Aled, 
109-113 

Wynne-Yorke, 110-113 











